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4th March 2025
Mains Manthan

➢  �Australia, the partner for India’s growth trajectory 
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➢  ���The way to protect orans (Page No –7)
➢  ����India launches multi-nation alliance for 

collaboration on sustainable development 
(Page No – 10)

Prelims Saarthi 

➢  �Gangetic River Dolphins
➢  �Virtual Digital Assets

Australia, the partner for India’s growth trajectory
Why in News?

▪ India – Australia Bilateral Relations

Syllabus 

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
▪ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy 
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	●  Australia’s Vision for India’s Growth:
	◆ Australia sees India as a future economic superpower and supports India’s bid for a permanent 

seat on the UN Security Council.
	◆ Believes that India’s economy will be the third-largest in the world by 2030.

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Australia-India Economic Roadmap
	◆ Australian PM Anthony Albanese launched New Economic Roadmap to strengthen bilateral 

economic ties.
	◆ India’s exports to Australia grew by 66% in the last five years, compared to 35% growth in 

global exports.
	◆ Strengthened by the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) between both 

nations.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Four Key Sectors Identified:

	◆ Clean Energy – Collaboration in renewable energy and critical minerals (Lithium, Cobalt, 
Nickel) for India’s EV sector.

	◆ Education & Skills – Australian universities opening campuses in India (GIFT City, Noida) to 
address India’s skill development needs.

	◆ Agribusiness – Enhancing agricultural productivity and trade in food products.

	◆ Tourism – Boosting people-to-people exchanges and cultural ties.

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Role of Critical Minerals in India’s EV Growth:

	◆ India aims for an 8x increase in electric vehicles (EVs) by 2030.

	◆ Australia, the world’s largest lithium producer, has the resources India needs for this transition.

	● Indian Diaspora in Australia – A Key Strength:

	◆ 10 lakh+ strong Indian diaspora in Australia.

	◆ Australian government investing ₹22 crore in the Maitri Grants Programme to enhance 
diaspora engagement
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA):

	◆ The next step after ECTA, CECA will create a higher-level trade platform for deeper integration.
	◆ Encourages Australian businesses to explore more opportunities in India.

Way Forward

	◆ Establish long-term supply chains for lithium, cobalt, and nickel to support India’s clean 

energy and EV goals.

	◆ Facilitate mutual recognition of qualifications and joint research initiatives in critical fields.

	◆ Boost strategic cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region to ensure regional stability.

	◆ Encourage Indian companies to invest in Australian mining & technology sectors to ensure 

resource security 
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UPSC PYQ (2017)

Question:‘Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)’ is sometimes seen in the news in the 
context of negotiations held between India and:

(a) European Union
(b) Gulf Cooperation Council
(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(d) Shanghai Cooperation Organization

The way to protect orans

Why in News?

	◆ Recent Supreme Court Judgement

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 3 – Environment & Ecology
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	◆ The Supreme Court, in T.N. Godavarman Thirumulpad v. Union of India (December 2024), 
recognized the socio-ecological and cultural importance of orans (sacred groves) in Rajasthan.

	◆ It issued protectionist orders to conserve these community-managed sacred forests.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Importance of Orans

	◆ Cultural & Religious Significance: Orans are sacred groves, each associated with a local 
deity where tree-cutting is traditionally prohibited.

	◆ Ecological Benefits: They enhance local fauna, aid in watershed management, and help 
in groundwater recharge by trapping surface runoff.

	◆ Community-Led Governance: Traditionally managed by informal local institutions for 
conservation and water resource management.

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Issues with Formalisation
	● Declaration as ‘Forest’ under Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980

	◆ Ensures protection but also opens them to exemptions under the Forest (Conservation) 
Amendment Act, 2023.

	◆ Exemptions for zoos, safaris, and ecotourism could lead to commercial exploitation and 
reduced community control.

	◆ Local communities have expressed reservations, fearing loss of access and traditional rights 
over orans.
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	● Declaration as ‘Community Reserves’ under Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
	◆ Governance will involve both local community & State authorities.
	◆ However, the decision-making power will remain with the State, limiting community autonomy.

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Recognition as ‘Common Forest Land’ under Forest Rights Act, 2006
	◆ Communities must prove eligibility under the Act to claim rights.
	◆ Many informal community institutions managing orans may not meet eligibility criteria, 

leading to exclusion from their own lands.
Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Alternative Approach Suggested by the Supreme Court
	◆ Comprehensive policy by the Environment Ministry for managing orans, considering different 

governance models across States.
	◆ Policy should empower successful informal governance models rather than replacing them 

with centralized State control.
	◆ Consultation with local communities and civil society for policy formulation and execution.

India launches multi-nation alliance - sustainable development

Why in News?

	◆ Sustainable Urbanization + Circular Economy + Urban Infrastructure + Smart Cities

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 3 – Environment & Ecology
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Launch of the Cities Coalition for Circularity (C-3)
	◆ India launched C-3, a multi-nation alliance for cityto-city collaboration on sustainable urban 

development.
	◆ Aim: Knowledge-sharing, private sector partnerships, and policy implementation for waste 

management & resource efficiency.
	◆ Focus: Encourages adoption of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (3R) principles and circular economy 

frameworks.
	◆ PM Narendra Modi emphasized the Pro-Planet People (P-3) approach for environmental 

sustainability.
	◆ Advocated for India’s leadership in circular economy initiatives and knowledge exchange 

with other nations

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Regional 3R & Circular Economy Forum

	● Established in 2009, focusing on:

	◆ Sustainable waste management & resource efficiency in Asia-Pacific.

	◆ Addressing challenges of economic growth, resource depletion, and rising waste generation.

	● Hanoi 3R Declaration (2013-2023):

	◆ Defined 33 voluntary goals for resourceefficient & circular economies.

	◆ Strengthened policy dialogues & capacity building among participating nations.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● India’s Role in Global Circular Economy Efforts

	● India has been actively promoting circular economy principles through domestic initiatives like:

	◆ Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) – Waste segregation & sustainable urban waste management.

	◆ Smart Cities Mission – Focuses on green urban planning & sustainable infrastructure.

	◆ Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) rules – Encourages industries to take responsibility 
for waste management.

	● C-3 enhances India’s global leadership in sustainability efforts and aligns with international 
climate commitments.
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Gangetic Dolphins

	● PM Narendra Modi released the report on World Wildlife Day (March 3, 2025).

	● First Comprehensive Survey of Gangetic Dolphins
	◆ Total Population: 6,327 river dolphins found across four States.
	◆ Species Covered:

	◆ 6,324 Gangetic river dolphins (Platanista gangetica)
	◆ 3 Indus river dolphins

	◆ State-Wise Distribution: Highest population in Uttar Pradesh, followed by Bihar, West 
Bengal, and Assam.
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Gangetic Dolphins

	● Survey Techniques Used:
	◆ Acoustic hydrophones – Underwater 

microphones detect dolphin sounds.
	◆ Triangulation Method – Two teams 

on boats to ensure the same dolphin 
isn’t counted twice.

Gangetic Dolphins

	● Significance of Gangetic Dolphins
	◆ Only riverine dolphin species in India 

and a key indicator of river health.
	◆ Declared National Aquatic Animal of 

India (2009). 
	◆ Protected under Schedule I of the 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
	◆ Included in the Endangered category of 

the IUCN Red List.
	◆ Part of Namami Gange Programme 

for Conservation.

UPSC PYQ (2015)

Question:Which one of the following is the national aquatic animal of India? (2015)
(a) Saltwater crocodile
(b) Olive ridley turtle
(c) Gangetic dolphin
(d) Gharial

Prelims Practice Question

Question: Consider the following statements regarding the Gangetic River Dolphin:
1.	 It is categorized as Critically Endangered under the IUCN Red List.
2.	 It is legally protected under Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
3.	 It is a blind species that relies on echolocation for navigation and hunting.
4.	 The highest population of Gangetic River Dolphins in India is found in the Brahmaputra River.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 3, and 4 only
(d) 2, 3, and 4 only
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Virtual Digital Assets

	● Income Tax Bill, 2025 introduces a clear legal framework for Virtual Digital Assets (VDAs) under 
Section 2(111), defining them as property and capital assets.

	◆ Allows India to tax, regulate, and seize VDAs to prevent misuse for illicit financial activities.
	◆ VDAs include:
	◆ Cryptocurrencies, 
	◆ Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs), and similar digital assets
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Prelims Practice Question

Question: With reference to ‘Virtual Digital Assets’ consider the following statements:
1. � �They are a medium of exchange or property that can be digitally traded, transferred or used for payment or 

investment purposes.
2.  Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) is one of the types of virtual digital assets.
Select the correct statements using the codes given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Question: Consider the following statements regarding Virtual Digital Assets (VDA) and Central Bank 
Digital Currencies (CBDC):
1.  Virtual Digital Assets (VDA) are recognized as legal tender in India.
2.  Central Bank Digital Currencies (CBDCs) are issued and regulated by the central bank of a country.
3.  Both VDAs and CBDCs are decentralized and not backed by any central authority.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 3
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