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The Hindu Analysis- 1st April 2025
▪  Summer set to be warmer, but El Nino unlikely during next monsoon: IMD
▪  NEP 2020 in the classroom, from policy to practice
▪  Why are tensions high in the Arctic?
▪  Ahead of SC hearing, rights bodies ask Centre to defend Forest Rights Act

Summer set to be warmer, but El Nino unlikely during next monsoon: IMD

El Nino Unlikely This Year

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has ruled out the possibility of El Nino during this year’s 
monsoon season.
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El Nino is a weather phenomenon where the central Pacific Ocean warms up, often leading to less rainfall

in India.

	● IMD’s Director-General, M. Mohapatra, said climate forecasts suggest we will have “neutral” 
conditions, meaning no significant warming in the Pacific Ocean.

	● In 2023 (an El Nino year), India had 6% less rainfall than usual.
	● In 2022 (a neutral year), rainfall was 8% above normal.

Though neutral conditions do not always 
guarantee good rainfall, IMD will give its 
first official monsoon forecast in April.

Summer to Be Hotter Than Usual

Before the monsoon arrives, India will 
experience a hotter-thannormal summer.

	● April to June usually brings 4 to 7 
heatwave days, where temperatures 
exceed 45°C or rise 5°C above 
normal.

	● This year, eastern India might see 
up to 10 heatwave days.

	● Many parts of central and southern 
India have already recorded above-
normal temperatures in March, 
which global warming may be 
contributing to.
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NEP 2020 in the classroom, from policy to practice

	● The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 made 
Foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) a top 
priority.

	● The goal is for all children to achieve these skills by 
Class 2 (age 8).

	● Governments have taken many steps to implement 
FLN programs.

Annual Status of Education Report- ASER 2024
	● shows that over 80% of schools received government orders to focus on FLN.
	● More than 75% of teachers have received training on FLN.
	● Teachers understand why FLN is important and mostly support the initiative.
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Challenges in Classrooms
	● Different schools have different needs based on local conditions.
	● Lack of discussion spaces in teacher training makes it harder to share and solve problems.
	● Some States provide good support after training, while others offer very little help.
	● Many teachers struggle with using teaching-learning materials (TLM) in class.
	● Issues like storage space and material damage prevent effective use of TLM.

The Problem of Syllabus Completion
	● Teachers still focus more on completing the syllabus than improving FLN skills.
	● Tests mostly check syllabus knowledge rather than real FLN progress.

Way Ahead
	● The NIPUN Bharat program has helped increase FLN awareness in schools.
	● For the first time in 20 years, learning levels at the foundational stage have improved.
	● This progress must continue to ensure every child develops strong reading and math skills.

Why are tensions high in the Arctic?

The story so far: 
International observers have raised concerns about escalating tensions in the Arctic, warning
that if left unchecked, they could eventually spark conflict in the region.
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What is happening?
	● The Arctic has been isolated for centuries, but climate change is melting ice caps, revealing natural 

resources like oil, gas, and rare minerals.
	● Melting ice also opens new trade routes, making the region strategically important. 
	● Unlike Antarctica, the Arctic has no strong legal protections, leading to territorial claims and military 

activity.

Who is in control?
	● Eight countries control Arctic land: Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, 

Sweden, and the U.S.
	● These nations form the Arctic Council, which oversees environmental protection and indigenous rights.
	● Countries can expand their seabed claims under the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 

(UNCLOS), leading to overlapping claims.
	● Russia is the most prepared, with a large fleet of icebreakers and military presence.

Where do the tensions arise?
	● The U.S. and Canada disagree over the Northwest Passage—Canada sees it as internal waters, 

while the U.S. claims it as an international route.
	● Greenland’s status is also disputed, with the U.S. expressing interest in acquiring it.
	● Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has worsened tensions, as all Arctic Council nations except Russia 

are in NATO.
	● Russia claims Norwegian territory (Svalbard) and has increased military activity.
	● NATO is strengthening its Arctic presence, especially after Sweden and Finland joined the 

alliance.
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Why does the Arctic matter so much?
	● The Arctic holds 13% of the world’s undiscovered oil and 30% of its untapped natural gas.
	● China sees the Arctic as a vital trade route, particularly the Northeast Passage along Russia’s coast, 

which could cut shipping distances significantly.

What lies ahead?
	● Russia has militarized the Arctic and even planted a flag at the North Pole.
	● China is expanding its Arctic influence, calling itself a ‘Near-Arctic State’ and building nuclear 

icebreakers.
	● With rising global interest and military activity, tensions in the Arctic are likely to increase in the 

coming years.
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Ahead of SC hearing, rights bodies ask Centre to defend Forest Rights Act

Ahead of the Supreme Court hearing on challenges to the Forest Rights Act (FRA) of 2006, a coalition 
of 114 Adivasi rights bodies and environmental organizations from across India sent a letter to Union 
Tribal Affairs Minister Jual Oram. Their demand was for the Ministry to strongly defend the FRA, a 
landmark legislation aimed at recognizing and protecting the rights of tribal and traditional forest-dwelling 
communities over forest land.

Background of the FRA Challenge
	● The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) 

Act, 2006, or FRA, was enacted to grant legal recognition to the land and resources used by 
Adivasi and other forest-dependent communities.
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	● However, in 2008, an NGO called Wildlife First filed a case in the Supreme Court, arguing that 
people whose FRA claims had been rejected should be evicted from forest lands.

	● In 2019, the Supreme Court ordered the eviction of such individuals, but after widespread 
protests, the Tribal Affairs Ministry intervened, highlighting procedural lapses in claim approvals.

	● As a result, the court put a stay on the eviction order and called for a detailed review of FRA claim 
rejections.

Concerns Raised by Rights Groups: In their letter to Minister, they highlighted the following issues:

1. Lack of Seriousness in Reviewing Rejected Claims
	◆ Many State governments had either not conducted reviews at all or had done so arbitrarily.
	◆ Different States used their own mechanisms, some of which were in violation of FRA procedures.
	◆ The statutory role of Gram Sabhas (village councils) in deciding claims was undermined in 

some cases.

2. Use of Satellite Imagery Leading to Wrongful Rejections
	◆ In States like Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh, authorities used satellite imagery as the primary 

tool to verify claims which replaced onground verification by officials, leading to wrongful 
denials of claim.

	◆ Even the Union Tribal Affairs Ministry had flagged concerns about the improper use of 
technology in implementing the FRA.
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