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THE HINDU ANALYSIS

TOPICS COVERED

▪  India’s educational transformation – the true picture (GS – II, Page 6 Editorial)
▪  China-India ties across the past and into the future (GS – II, Page 6 Editorial)
▪  Six districts ‘most-affected’ by left-wing extremism: Shah (GS – III, Page 12
▪  Tackling the disinformation threat in India (GS –III, Page 7)

India’s educational transformation – the true picture

Context

	● India’s education system saw stagnation under outdated policies (last updated in 1986/1992).
	● Rampant corruption, underfunding, political interference, and colonial mindsets plagued the 

system.

Background

Pre-2014 Issues:
Deemed University scam (2009) highlighted regulatory failures. 
UGC/AICTE acted more as control bodies than enablers. 
Textbooks curated history and marginalized India’s civilizational knowledge.
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Meaning of NEP 2020
	● Marks a paradigm shift with five pillars: Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability, Accountability.
	● Based on democratic consultation, it aims to transform education holistically.

Key Impacts
	● Equity Boost: SC/ST/OBC enrollment ↑ significantly.

	◆ Female PhD enrollment ↑ by 135%.
	● Innovation & Research: 10,000+ Atal Tinkering Labs set up.

	◆ India’s rank in the Global Innovation Index ↑ from 76 (2014) to 39.
	● Regional Language Promotion: Indian Knowledge Systems & textbooks in 22 Indian languages 

introduced.
Positives

	● Restoration of India’s knowledge traditions.
	● Expansion in public funding & school infrastructure.
	● Coding, multidisciplinary learning introduced early.

Negatives/Challenges
	● Implementation gap in rural areas.
	● Concerns on language shift from English to regional languages.
	● Teacher training and resource readiness need urgent attention.

Way Forward
	● Strengthen monitoring & accountability.
	● Ensure equitable access across states.
	● Invest in teacher capacity and digital infrastructure.

Conclusion
	● NEP 2020 is not just reform—it’s intellectual decolonisation.
	● India’s education is transitioning from control to empowerment, aiming for a Viksit Bharat (Developed 

India).
SOLVE MCQ

Which of the following is a key feature of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, and how has it
impacted India’s education system?
(a) �The policy solely focuses on improving higher education and does not address primary or secondary 

education.
(b) �The NEP 2020 emphasizes democratic consultation and aims to improve access, equity, quality, 

affordability, and accountability in education, leading to increased enrollment of SC/ST/OBC and female 
PhD students.

(c) NEP 2020 reduces the use of regional languages in favor of English for all educational content.
(d) �The policy leads to a complete centralization of the education system, minimizing state-level involvement 

and decision-making.



(3)

Answer: (b) The NEP 2020 emphasizes democratic consultation and aims to improve access, equity, quality,
affordability, and accountability in education, leading to increased enrollment of SC/ST/OBC and female PhD
students.
Explanation:
The NEP 2020 introduces reforms to address issues of equity, access, and quality in the Indian education
system. It has led to significant impacts, including higher enrollment of marginalized communities and an
increase in female PhD enrollment by 135%. The policy also encourages the promotion of regional languages
and Indian knowledge systems while aiming for a holistic transformation of education.

China-India ties across the past and into the future

Context

	● April 1, 1950: India became the first nonsocialist country to establish diplomatic ties with the 
PRC.

	● Despite major setbacks like the 1962 war and border tensions, the relationship has seen phases 
of normalization and cooperation.
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Key Highlights
	● Leadership Role: From Nehru-Mao to Modi-Xi, top-level diplomacy has shaped the trajectory.
	● Economic Growth: Trade grew from $3 billion (2000) to $138.5 billion (2024).
	● Dialogues & Mechanisms: Over 50 dialogue platforms, including the Special Representatives’ 

talks on border issues.
Strategic Significance

	● Global South Unity: Both nations are major voices in BRICS, SCO, G20.
	● Shared Goals: Economic development, regional peace, and a multipolar world.
	● Cultural Bonds: Legacy of Tagore, Dr. Kotnis, and civilizational exchange.

Positives
	● Border situation recently stabilized through dialogue (e.g., Oct 2024 border pact).
	● Visa issuance and people-to-people contact rising.
	● Agreement to not let border define ties.

Challenges
	● LAC Dispute: Unresolved border issues can trigger flare-ups.
	● Trade Imbalance: India imports more; China promises to buy more Indian products.
	● Trust Deficit: Strategic rivalry in Indo-Pacific and infrastructure in South Asia.

Way Forward
1.	Stable Relations: Focus on mutual respect & not let border dominate ties.
2.	Economic Synergy: Align India’s Viksit Bharat 2047 with China’s high-quality development.
3.	Global Cooperation: Push joint agenda in SCO, BRICS, G-20 for Global South.

Conclusion
The “Dragon-Elephant Tango” reflects a pragmatic approach—compete where needed, cooperate where 
possible. Dialogue over discord is the path to regional and global stability.

Six districts ‘most-affected’ by left-wing extremism: Shah

Context

	● Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah announced that ‘most-
affected’ LWE districts 
reduced to 6 (from 12).

	● Govt aims to eradicate 
Naxalism by March 31, 2026.
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Background
	● LWE (Naxalism) emerged in the 1960s as a movement for tribal/marginalized rights but turned 

violent.
	● Impacted over 90 districts at its peak, forming the socalled ‘Red Corridor’.

Current Status
	● ● Most-Affected (6 districts):

	◆ Chhattisgarh: Bijapur, Kanker, Narayanpur, Sukma
	◆ Jharkhand: West Singhbhum
	◆ Maharashtra: Gadchiroli

	● Districts of Concern: 6 & Other Affected: 6
	● Total LWE-affected districts: Reduced from 38 to 18

Positives
	● Drop in violence & territory controlled by Maoists.
	● Security camps, road-building, welfare schemes improving access & governance.

Challenges
	● Risk of resurgence if development gaps persist.
	● Difficult terrain still poses operational hurdles. 

Way Forward
	● Sustain security operations
	● Accelerate tribal development
	● Ensure community participation & grievance redressal

Tackling the disinformation threat in India

Context

	● WEF Global Risks Report 2025 ranks disinformation as the top short-term global threat.
	● Rise of AI-generated content and societal divides is worsening misinformation globally.

Background

	● India has 900+ million internet users and a deeply diverse society.
	● Decline in trust in legacy media has shifted news consumption to social media, increasing exposure 

to unverified content.
Key Issues

	● Political Manipulation: Deepfakes, fake narratives shared by official accounts.
	● Societal Harm: Riots, lynchings, and polarisation driven by viral misinformation.
	● Foreign Influence: Disinformation campaigns by China since Doklam (2017); 300+ apps banned.
	● Platform Responsibility: India, a largest market for Meta (Facebook, WhatsApp), but lacks strong 

regulatory action.
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Impact & Consequences

	● Undermines Democracy: Misleads voters, promotes hate, fuels political divides.
	● Economic Risk: Boycotts, fake health news affecting public safety.
	● Global Security: Cross-border misinformation strains diplomatic ties.

Positive Measures Taken

	● Fact-Checking Initiatives: e.g., Shakti Collective, Deepfake Analysis Unit.
	● App Bans: To reduce foreign propaganda.
	● Awareness Drives: Like RBI’s financial literacy campaign with Amitabh Bachchan.
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Recommendations/Way Forward

	● Implement a Digital Services Act-like framework (EU model).
	● Mandate platform audits, risk assessments, and AI councils.
	● Promote digital literacy, transparency in ad funding, and non-discrimination in moderation.
	● Create global coalitions for cross-border disinformation response.
	● Ensure safeguards against surveillance and censorship abuse.

Conclusion
India must balance tech innovation with information integrity, lead global democratic responses, and protect 
its unity in diversity in the digital age.

SOLVE MCQ

Which of the following measures has been taken in India to combat the growing threat of 
disinformation?
(a) �Launching fact-checking initiatives like the Shakti Collective and establishing units to analyze 

deepfakes.
(b) Banning all social media platforms to prevent the spread of misinformation. 
(c) Allowing unverified content to circulate without any restrictions on social media platforms.
(d) Creating a global coalition to regulate the use of AI technology for content generation.

Answer: (a) Launching fact-checking initiatives like the Shakti Collective and establishing units
to analyze deepfakes.
Explanation:
India has taken several steps to address the disinformation threat, including fact-checking
initiatives such as the Shakti Collective and the Deepfake Analysis Unit. These measures aim to
curb the spread of false narratives, misinformation, and harmful content. Additionally, India has
banned several apps associated with foreign disinformation campaigns.
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