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Prelims Saarthi

➢ MUDRA Yojana

SC pulls up TN Governor, sets deadline to clear bills
Why in News?

▪ Governors delaying assent to bills

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Background:
	◆ Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi delayed assent to 10 Bills passed 

by the State Legislature.
	◆ After re-passage of these Bills on 18 November  2023, he again 

delayed action and eventually reserved them for the President on 
28 November 2023.

	◆ Tamil Nadu government moved the Supreme Court, citing 
constitutional violation and federal breakdown.

	● Supreme Court’s Verdict:
	◆ A Bench of Justices J.B. Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan ruled the Governor’s conduct as 

unconstitutional and a violation of Article 200. 
	◆ Declared the President’s assent to only one, rejection of seven, and nonconsideration of two 

Bills as void.
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	● Key Observations by the SC:
	◆ Must act as a “friend, guide and philosopher,” not a hindrance to the State.
	◆ A Governor is a “sagacious counsellor”, not a political actor.

	● Timelines and Duties Under Article 200:
	◆ Once a Bill is presented:
	◆ Governor must assent, withhold assent, or reserve for the President — but not indefinitely.
	◆ If withholding assent, must act within 1 month on the aid and advice of the State Cabinet.
	◆ If returning the Bill with message: maximum of 3 months.
	◆ If reserving for President: also a maximum of 3 months.
	◆ If Bill is re-passed by Assembly (as per First Proviso of Article 200), Governor “must” give 

assent within 1 month.
	● No ‘Pocket Veto’ Allowed:
	● SC rejected the idea of pocket veto or summary withholding 

of assent.
	● Held that the Governor cannot exercise personal discretion once 

the Bill is repassed.
	● Discretionary powers from Section 75 of the GOI Act 1935 were 

deliberately omitted from Article 200 in the Constitution.
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	● Reservation to President - Invalid if Delayed:

	◆ If Governor wanted to reserve for President, should have done so in the first instance.

	◆ Not allowed in second instance after re-passage — such action deemed “not bona fide”.

	● Governor’s Inaction = Violation of Constitutional Ethos:

	◆ Bills passed by elected legislature represent will of the people.

	◆ Undue delay turns them into mere paper, defeating the democratic process.

Prelims PYQs (2014)

Q. Which of the following are the discretionary powers given to the Governor of a State? (UPSC 2014)
1. Sending a report to the President of India for imposing the President’s Rule
2. Appointing the Ministers
3. Reserving certain Bills passed by the State Legislature for consideration of the President of India
4. Making the rules to conduct the business of the State Government
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Mains PYQs (2018 and 2022)

Q. Whether the Supreme Court Judgment (July 2018) can settle the political tussle between the 
Lt.Governor and elected government of Delhi? Examine. (2018)

Q. Discuss the essential conditions for exercise of the legislative powers by the Governor. Discuss 
the legality of re-promulgation of ordinances by the Governor without placing them before the 
Legislature. (2022)

A regional revival

Why in News?

	◆ 6th BIMSTEC Summit in Thailand

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● BIMSTEC Summit Overview:
	◆ The sixth BIMSTEC summit, held in Bangkok, brought together seven member countries from 

South Asia and Southeast Asia: India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and 
Thailand.

	◆ The summit, held amidst global turbulence, marked a significant moment to rejuvenate the group 
after years of stagnation.
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	● BIMSTEC’s Purpose:
	◆ Originally conceived as a bridge between South Asia’s SAARC and Southeast Asia’s ASEAN, 

BIMSTEC has struggled to achieve its goals, largely due to a lack of clear direction and political 
tensions, especially after India-Pakistan ties deteriorated in 2014. 

	◆ As a result, SAARC has stagnated, and BIMSTEC emerged as a viable alternative.

	● Reinvigoration of BIMSTEC: The summit revitalized the grouping through several key agreements, 
including: 

	◆ Establishing a BIMSTEC Chamber ofCommerce.
	◆ Advancing the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway, which will connect India’s 

North-East region to the Pacific, making it a pivotal hub for trade and connectivity.
	◆ A joint mechanism for disaster management due to the region’s vulnerability to natural disasters.
	◆ Negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Customs cooperation among member 

states.
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	● Bilateral Meetings:
	◆ The summit provided an opportunity for rare bilateral engagements between member leaders, 

including:
	◆ India-Bangladesh Dialogue
	◆ India-Nepal Relations
	◆ Myanmar’s Involvement
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Strengthening enforcement of judicial orders

Why in News?

	◆ Role of Judiciary in Governance

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity



(9)

	● Issue of Enforcement in Judicial Orders:
	◆ The article discusses the persistent challenges in enforcing judicial orders in India, using the 

example of air horn usage in Jaipur, which continues to violate National Green Tribunal (NGT) 
orders.

	◆ Despite existing regulations, enforcement agencies like traffic police and pollution control 
boards have failed to ensure compliance, leaving the issue unresolved for over two years.

	● Challenges of Enforcement:

	◆ A significant gap exists 
between judicial intent and 
ground-level enforcement.

	◆ Many judicial orders are made 
without considering practical 
hurdles to implementation.

	◆ As seen in the State of Tamil 
Nadu v. K. Balu (2017) case, 
the liquor ban decision faced 
circumvention due to weak 
enforcement frameworks.



(10)

	● Role of Enforcement Agencies:
	◆ Enforcement agencies often overlook what they perceive as “minor” violations, leading to 

systemic inefficiencies in the judicial process.
	◆ This reflects poorly on governance and erodes public trust in the judiciary. 

	● Successful Judicial Enforcement:
	◆ Examples of successful enforcement include the Common Cause v. Union of India (2018) case, 

where passive euthanasia was legalized with clear guidelines for healthcare institutions.
	◆ Similarly, the Taj Trapezium Zone directives demonstrated effective interagency coordination in 

environmental monitoring.
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	● Recommendations for Strengthening Enforcement:
	◆ Accountability Framework: Appointing officers in every government department and agency to 

monitor and ensure compliance with judicial orders.
	◆ Use of Technology: Leveraging technology for real-time monitoring of government departments 

and agencies to ensure that judicial directives are implemented efficiently.
	◆ Public Engagement: Encouraging transparency and public involvement to increase compliance 

with judicial decisions.
	◆ Inter-agency Collaboration: Strengthening collaboration between various agencies to address 

enforcement challenges.
Why is active mobility necessary in India?

Why in News?

	◆ Massive urbanization challenges in metro cities + Karnataka Active Mobility Bill, 2022

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● What is Active Mobility?
	◆ Active Mobility refers to non-motorised transportation 

modes like walking, cycling, and skateboarding, 
primarily used for travel rather than recreation.

	◆ In the context of India, active mobility is gaining attention 
due to urban challenges such as traffic congestion, 
pollution, health concerns, and the increasing number 
of pedestrian deaths.

	◆ These factors make it essential to encourage and integrate 
active mobility into India’s urban infrastructure.

	● Rising Need for Active Mobility:
	◆ Urban Infrastructure Shortcomings: While urban 

areas have made some strides in creating pedestrian and 
cyclist-friendly zones, these areas are often shared with 
motor vehicles, leading to accidents and making active 
mobility unsafe.

	◆ The Karnataka Active Mobility Bill, 2022 was 
introduced to address such issues, aiming to promote 
the rights of pedestrians and cyclists

	● Health Benefits:
	◆ Active mobility can significantly reduce the risk of chronic diseases, improve cardiovascular 

health, and enhance mental well-being. 
	◆ In Karnataka, which recorded the highest pedestrian death rates in 2020, the Bill aims to protect 

pedestrian rights and promote safe non-motorised transport.
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	● Environmental Benefits:
	◆ Walking and cycling are sustainable modes of 

transportation. 
	◆ They contribute marginally to carbon emissions 

compared to motorised vehicles, and thus reduce 
the overall carbon footprint of road transport in 
India.

	◆ India’s 12% road transportation emissions could 
be mitigated by increasing the adoption of active 
mobility.

	● Economic Benefits:
	◆ Active mobility leads to economic savings in 

household transportation costs and boosts local 
businesses by creating pedestrian-friendly spaces 
that attract more foot traffic.

	◆ It also reduces healthcare costs due to improved 
public health.

	● Challenges in Promoting Active Mobility:
	◆ Lack of Infrastructure: Over 85% of Indian roads do not meet the minimum safety requirements 

for walking or cycling.
	◆ Social Perception: In India, motor vehicles are often associated with social status, which 

discourages people from opting for non-motorised modes.
	◆ Weather and Distance: Extreme weather conditions and long travel distances further hinder 

active mobility.
	◆ Traffic Congestion: High congestion and weak traffic enforcement make walking and cycling 

unsafe.

	● Government Initiatives:
	◆ Karnataka Active Mobility Bill, 2022:
	◆ This Bill aims to promote urban mobility by protecting pedestrians’ and cyclists’ rights, 

ensuring equal access to public spaces, and creating a legal framework to support active mobility.
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	● Government Initiatives:
	◆ Delhi is expanding cycling tracks and 

pedestrianfriendly streets under its Delhi EV 
Policy.

	◆ Pune has implemented a Comprehensive 
Bicycle Plan, creating over 300 km of 
cycling lanes.

	◆ Chennai is redesigning roads to enhance 
pedestrian safety under the Smart Cities 
Mission.

	◆ Kochi has introduced a Public Bicycle Sharing 
(PBS) system to improve last-mile connectivity.

	● Global Examples:
	◆ The Netherlands is a global leader in 

promoting active mobility, with over 35,000 km 
of dedicated cycling lanes.

	◆ The European Union emphasizes walking 
and cycling to reduce emissions and enhance 
sustainability, backed by initiatives like Vision 
Zero, which seeks to eliminate traffic incidents 
involving pedestrians and cyclists.

	◆ Germany’s Berlin Mobility Act mandates the creation of wider sidewalks and cycling lanes, 
along with reduced speed limits for motor vehicles within city limits.

MUDRA Yojana

	◆ The government launched it in 2015 for providing loans up to Rs 10 lakh to the noncorporate, 
non-farm small/micro-enterprises.

	◆ It provides funding to the non-corporate small business sector through various last-mile financial 
institutions like Banks, Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) and Micro Finance 
Institutions (MFIs).
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Zabarwan Mountains

	◆ It does not lend directly to microentrepreneurs/individuals.
	◆ MUDRA has created three products, i.e. ‘Shishu’, ‘Kishore’ and ‘Tarun’, as per the growth 

and funding needs of the beneficiary micro-units.

Prelims Practice Question

Question: Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the Pradhan Mantri MUDRA 
Yojana (PMMY)?
1. MUDRA directly lends to micro-entrepreneurs and individuals.
2. �The three categories of MUDRA products are ‘Shishu’, ‘Kishore’, and ‘Tarun’, catering to different loan 

amounts.
3. �MUDRA provides funding to the non-corporate, non-farm small/micro-enterprises through Banks, 

NBFCs, and MFIs.
4. The maximum loan amount under the ‘Tarun’ category is Rs. 50 lakh.
(a) 1, 2, and 3
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3, and 4 only


