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THE HINDU ANALYSIS

TOPICS COVERED
Call for permanent settlement for tribals (GS – II, Page 9)
Northeastern region is gateway to Southeast Asia, says Jaishankar (GS – II, Page 12)

Call for permanent settlement for tribals

Context

	● In 2005, around 50,000 Gond tribals were displaced due to the “Strategic Hamlet” program aimed at 
countering Maoists in Chhattisgarh. 

	● Many relocated to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana but remain marginalized and lack official tribal 
status.

Background

	● Strategic Hamlet Program: Modeled after Vietnam’s counterinsurgency strategy, displacing tribal 
populations to control insurgents.

	● Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006: Ensures displaced tribals are entitled to rehabilitation but its 
implementation remains inconsistent.
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Consequences
	● Legal Gaps: No national framework for Internally Displaced People (IDPs), leading to inconsistent 

rehabilitation.
	● Policy Challenges: Slow implementation of FRA and inter-state disputes over rehabilitation. 

Positives
	● Legal Framework: FRA provides a basis for claims. 
	● Policy Attention: NCST has shown growing recognition of the issue.
	● Community Resilience: Tribals maintain their identity and community structure.

Negatives
	● Implementation Challenges: FRA provisions are not uniformly applied.
	● Continued Vulnerability: Displaced tribals remain without secure legal status or land.

Way Forward
	● National Policy: Develop a unified policy for IDPs.
	● Legal Recognition: Grant tribal status to displaced communities.
	● Survey and Rehabilitation: Conduct accurate surveys and implement FRA provisions efficiently.

SOLVE MCQ

Which of the following statements about the displacement of Gond tribals due to the “Strategic 
Hamlet” program in Chhattisgarh is/are correct?
1. �The “Strategic Hamlet” program was modeled after Vietnam’s counterinsurgency strategy and aimed at 

displacing tribal populations to control insurgents.
2. �The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 was successfully implemented to ensure the rehabilitation of displaced 

tribals, with no challenges faced in its execution.
3. �Displaced Gond tribals, although relocated to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, remain marginalized and lack 

official tribal status, which denies them welfare benefits.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only
Explanation:

	● Statement 1 is correct: The “Strategic Hamlet” program was indeed modeled after Vietnam’s 
counterinsurgency strategy, where tribal populations were displaced to control insurgent activities.

	● Statement 2 is incorrect: The implementation of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 has been 
inconsistent. While it guarantees rehabilitation, its provisions have not been uniformly applied, and 
many displaced tribals still face challenges in getting rehabilitated.

	● Statement 3 is correct: The displaced Gond tribals, though relocated to Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana, lack official tribal status and remain marginalized, thus missing out on various welfare 
benefits available to Scheduled Tribes.
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Northeastern region is gateway to Southeast Asia, says Jaishankar

Context

	● S. Jaishankar’s Statement: In April 2025, Jaishankar emphasized Northeast India as a “gateway 
to Southeast Asia” at the North East Investors Summit, responding to claims by Bangladesh’s Chief 
Adviser who called the region “landlocked.”

	● Strategic Importance: The region connects India to Southeast Asia and is vital for India’s 
“Neighbourhood First,” “Act East,” and BIMSTEC policies.

Background
	● Geopolitical Position: Northeast India borders five countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Myanmar, 

Nepal).
	● Key Policies: The region plays a central role in India’s foreign relations with its neighbors and ASEAN.

Meaning
	● Jaishankar’s remarks highlight Northeast India’s role in economic and cultural exchange, with the 

potential to drive regional integration with Southeast Asia.
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Impact & Consequences
	● Economic Growth: Boosts trade and infrastructure development.
	● Strategic Importance: Strengthens India’s regional influence.
	● Regional Development: Addresses long-standing developmental challenges.

Positives
	● Infrastructure Projects: Kaladan Transit Project and Purvodaya scheme aim to enhance connectivity 

and economic growth.
	● Cultural Exchange: Greater people-to-people interaction with Southeast Asia.

Negatives
	● Geopolitical Risks: Regional conflicts and security concerns may disrupt progress.
	● Environmental Impact: Infrastructure development may harm local ecosystems.

Way Forward
	● Diplomatic Efforts: Strengthen regional cooperation and resolve conflicts.
	● Sustainable Development: Focus on ecofriendly infrastructure and community welfare.

Conclusion
	● Jaishankar’s vision for Northeast India aims to boost economic growth, regional connectivity, 

and strengthen India’s ties with Southeast Asia, while addressing geopolitical and environmental 
challenges.


