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Call for permanent settlement for tribals (GS — II, Page 9)

Northeastern region is gateway to Southeast Asia, says Jaishankar (GS — II, Page 12)

Context

e In 2005, around 50,000 Gond tribals were displaced due to the “Strategic Hamlet” program aimed at

Call for permanent settlement for tribals

countering Maoists in Chhattisgarh.

e Many relocated to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana but remain marginalized and lack official tribal

status.

Background

e Strategic Hamlet Program: Modeled after Vietnam’s counterinsurgency strategy, displacing tribal
populations to control insurgents.

e Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006: Ensures displaced tribals are entitled to rehabilitation but its

implementation remains inconsistent.

Call for permanent settlement for tribals

migrate to then-undivided

Andhra Pradesh (now parts
of Telangana) when the
Government of India embarked on
the ‘strategic hamleting”
programme — an approach used in
south Vietnam in the 1960s - to
eliminate Maoists in Chhattisgarh.
The project, however, was a
failure. The tribals, who the
government had relocated to
roadside camps, have long gone
back home to the deep forests,
and while some, who could not go
back in fear of Maoists, joined the
security forces.

Some of these dislocated tribals
are now the backbone of the
current military successes of
security forces against Maoists in
Chhattisgarh. Many Maoists who
have surrendered have also joined
them. Unlike central paramilitary
forces and local non-tribal police,
these tribals know the language
and terrain of the area, and have
proven to be game-changers,
especially for Home Minister Amit
Shah, who has announced that the
war against Maoists will be over by
March 31, 2026.

n 2005, around 50,000
l Gond tribals were forced to

Through the years

The Strategic Hamlet Program to
fight communist revolutionaries is
not new in India. Just after
Independence, at the end of 1949,
the new Government of India also
shifted tribals from forests to
roadside camps to fight the
Telangana communist
revolutionaries after the surrender
of the Nizam. They had recruited
hundreds of tribals as “special
police constables” to fight the
communist dalams, although they
mostly possessed rudimentary
weapons such as spears and axes
and had no military training. One
such special group of Koya tribals
was the “Tiger Squad,” which had
around 300 members.

The Strategic Hamlet strategy
was more successful in Mizoram in
the 1960s, where the government
eventually reached a peace deal
with the Mizo fighters. Much later,
in 2019, when the same Mizo

Shubhranshu
Choudhary

author of ‘Let’s call
him Vasu: With
Maoists in
Chhattisgarh’. He is
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Most of the

displaced tribals,

mainly from the
new generation,
are attracted
towards more
economic
opportunities
available in
Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana

tribals started a fight with fellow
Bru (Reang) tribals — causing
thousands to flee to nearby
Tripura — the Government of India
came to their rescue with a Bru
rehabilitation plan.

However, the government has
not shown kindness towards the
Gutti Koya tribals (as they are
known in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana), who have been living
precariously on illegally occupied
forest lands for almost 20 years. In
arecent meeting of the National
Commission of Scheduled Tribes
(NCST), a representative from the
Chhattisgarh government stated
that around 10,000 Gond tribals
have been displaced to other
States due to ongoing violence,
and most of them do not want to
return. Representatives from
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
reported that they have 24,000
and 8,000 displaced tribals,

forest land under her possession
before the cut-off date of
December 13, 2005, the State must
provide her with alternative forest
land. Many IDPs in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana have
applied under this clause,
requesting alternative forest land
in these States. However, the
Chhattisgarh government has
been sitting on those applications
for over five years. The clause
does not say that alternative land
cannot be given in a different
State. Yet, Chhattisgarh has not
raised the issue with either the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs in Delhi
or Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
despite repeated requests.

Under the 2019 Bru
Rehabilitation Plan, Bru tribals
were given the option of either
going back to Mizoram or staying
back in Tripura with lesser State
support. Over the past 20 years, a

respectively, from Chhattisgarh

The NCST has ordered a proper
survey of the displaced people in
three months. The same order was
issued in 2019, but Chhattisgarh
said they could not conduct the
survey then, due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The attitude of the
Chhattisgarh government has
slightly improved. In a written
reply to a Congress MLA from
Bastar a few years ago, the then
Home Minister of Chhattisgarh
stated in the Vidhan Sabha:
“Because no tribal has been
displaced due to ongoing violence
in Bastar to other States, hence
there is no question of their
rehabilitation.”

In the absence of any national
or international law for Internally
Displaced People (IDPs) which
India abides by, these tribals have
been the subject of atrocities over
the years — from forest officials,
police, and even local tribals who
view them as encroachers on their
resources. Maoists have not
allowed them to go back, and State
authorities in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana are reluctant to treat
them as tribals.

As per Clause 3.1(m) of the
Forest Rights Act (FRA), if a tribal
person was forced to vacate a

new of Gutti Koya
tribals has grown up in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana, but they
have been denied State support as
tribals because both governments
treat them as “migrants who
cannot be given tribal status.” In
the NCST meeting, representatives
of both States said, “We try to give
support to these displaced tribals
'on humanitarian grounds, but we
cannot do much. The Central
Home Ministry should intervene
here, as they have done in the case
of other Internally Displaced
People elsewher
Most of the displaced tribals,
mainly from the new generation,
are attracted towards more
economic opportunities available
in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
and wish to stay. Telangana has
taken over farmlands of many
displaced tribals, planting trees
there as part of a renewed effort to
push them back to Chhattisgarh,
and Andhra Pradesh has
discouraged any efforts to build
new houses in the forest by
violently destroying them. Courts
have occasionally offered relief to
displaced tribals, but they are
looking for a permanent
settlement so that the new
generation can live a life of dignity.
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Consequences
e Legal Gaps: No national framework for Internally Displaced People (IDPs), leading to inconsistent
rehabilitation.

e Policy Challenges: Slow implementation of FRA and inter-state disputes over rehabilitation.

Positives
e Legal Framework: FRA provides a basis for claims.

e Policy Attention: NCST has shown growing recognition of the issue.
e Community Resilience: Tribals maintain their identity and community structure.

Negatives
e Implementation Challenges: FRA provisions are not uniformly applied.

e Continued Vulnerability: Displaced tribals remain without secure legal status or land.

Way Forward
e National Policy: Develop a unified policy for IDPs.

o Legal Recognition: Grant tribal status to displaced communities.
e Survey and Rehabilitation: Conduct accurate surveys and implement FRA provisions efficiently.
SOLVE MCQ
Which of the following statements about the displacement of Gond tribals due to the “Strategic
Hamlet” program in Chhattisgarh is/are correct?

1. The “Strategic Hamlet” program was modeled after Vietnam’s counterinsurgency strategy and aimed at
displacing tribal populations to control insurgents.

2. The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 was successfully implemented to ensure the rehabilitation of displaced
tribals, with no challenges faced in its execution.

3. Displaced Gond tribals, although relocated to Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, remain marginalized and lack
official tribal status, which denies them welfare benefits.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3

Answer: (a) 1 and 3 only

Explanation:
e Statement 1 is correct: The “Strategic Hamlet” program was indeed modeled after Vietnam’s
counterinsurgency strategy, where tribal populations were displaced to control insurgent activities.

e Statement 2 is incorrect: The implementation of the Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006 has been
inconsistent. While it guarantees rehabilitation, its provisions have not been uniformly applied, and
many displaced tribals still face challenges in getting rehabilitated.

e Statement 3 is correct: The displaced Gond tribals, though relocated to Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, lack official tribal status and remain marginalized, thus missing out on various welfare
benefits available to Scheduled Tribes.
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Northeastern region is gateway to Southeast Asia, says Jaishankar
Context
e S. Jaishankar’s Statement: In April 2025, Jaishankar emphasized Northeast India as a “gateway

to Southeast Asia” at the North East Investors Summit, responding to claims by Bangladesh’s Chief
Adviser who called the region “landlocked.”

e Strategic Importance: The region connects India to Southeast Asia and is vital for India’s
“Neighbourhood First,” “Act East,” and BIMSTEC policies.

Northeastern region is gateway
to Southeast Asia, says Jaishankar

Kallol Bhattacherjee Itis at the heart  Mr. Jaishankar in a remark
NEW DELHI ‘ of many key onX.
’ i e i “We are seeking to ad
Indian policies — it could

Weeks after the Chief Ad-
viser of Bangladesh’s inte-
rim government, Muham-

dress long-standing chal
lenges, some emanating
from our past history,” Mr|

| be ‘neighbourhood first,
Act East or BIMSTEC.

mad Yunus, referred to The northeast adjoins Jaishankar said, highlight
India’s northeastern region five of our neighbours ing the ‘Purvodaya
as “landlocked”, External . onland scheme of the Governmen
Affairs Minister S. Jaishgn- S.JAISHANKAR of India that he Qescribed
kar on Wednesday high- . Minister of External Affairs asan “endeavour in that re
lighted the region as a “ga- gard”. Mr. Jaishankar alsg
teway to Southeast Asia”. said the government had

In a virtual address to  Its boundaries are the in- the Chinese market. The highlighted the tourism po
the Ambassadors’ meet of terface between the Indian  Ministry of External Affairs  tential of northeasterr
the North East Investors subcontinent and the had not made an official States during the run-up tq
Summit, 2025, Mr. Jaishan-  ASEAN. Many of our recent  response, though India ter-  the 2023 G-20 summit i}
kar spoke about the poten- initiatives involving imme-  minated transshipment of  Delhi when some of the¢
tial of the region and en- diate neighbours emanate cargo from Bangladesh preparatory meetings had
couraged investors to take  from this very region,” Mr.  through India’s land and been held there. He alsq

advantage of what it had to  Jaishankar said. airports citing “conges-  spoke of the trilateral high
offer. The remarks from the tion” following  the way that aims to connec

“The northeastern re- External Affairs Minister remarks. India and Thailand througl
gion is at the heart of many  comes a fortnight after Mr. “Highlighted the grow- Myanmar and the Kaladar

key Indian policies — it  Yunus created controversy ing relevance of the north-  Multimodal Transit Tran
could be ‘neighbourhood” by referring to the north- east — as a gateway to sport Project (KMTTP) thal
first, Act East or BIMSTEC.  eastern region as a “lan-  Southeast Asia, a tourism  was conceived to connec
The northeast adjoins five  dlocked” territory that hub and a contributor to  the northeast with Myan
of our neighbours on land.  could be an “extension” of  the global workplace,” said  mar’s port of Sittwe.

Background
e Geopolitical Position: Northeast India borders five countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, Myanmar,
Nepal).

o Key Policies: The region plays a central role in India’s foreign relations with its neighbors and ASEAN.

Meaning
e Jaishankar’s remarks highlight Northeast India’s role in economic and cultural exchange, with the
potential to drive regional integration with Southeast Asia.
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Impact & Consequences
e Economic Growth: Boosts trade and infrastructure development.

e Strategic Importance: Strengthens India’s regional influence.
e Regional Development: Addresses long-standing developmental challenges.

Positives
e Infrastructure Projects: Kaladan Transit Project and Purvodaya scheme aim to enhance connectivity
and economic growth.

e Cultural Exchange: Greater people-to-people interaction with Southeast Asia.

Negatives
e Geopolitical Risks: Regional conflicts and security concerns may disrupt progress.

e Environmental Impact: Infrastructure development may harm local ecosystems.

Way Forward
e Diplomatic Efforts: Strengthen regional cooperation and resolve conflicts.

e Sustainable Development: Focus on ecofriendly infrastructure and community welfare.

Conclusion
e Jaishankar’s vision for Northeast India aims to boost economic growth, regional connectivity,
and strengthen India’s ties with Southeast Asia, while addressing geopolitical and environmental
challenges.
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