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1 Month ‘ Withholding assent or reserving for the President

3 Month () (if withholding assent contrary to Council of Ministers' advice)

3 Month <> (contrary to advice of the State Council of Ministers)

Granting assent to re—-presented bills
1 Month

Key Takeaways from the Article

Background to the Case:

Article 200:

7 K H F D V H H P H U J T'R;Y B lX Q RW RR W K[B‘” ¢ Article 200 of the Indian Constitution outlines the
5 1 5 D Y |_ Z |_ W K K R mﬂl@ $ D:)\AM/H'G? \! process for a Bill passed by the Legislative

Assembly of a State to be presented to the
V W D W H O H J L V O D W X U H I R U V H Y H L Governor for assent, who may either assent,

withhold assent or reserve the Bill for

f Q V W H D G R | J L Y L Q J D V V H Q W R U consideration by the President. Q V W |_
FRXUVH RI DAt RID WEE HWRYHUQF  *meinemrs st

%LOOV WR WKH 3UHVLGHQW IRU F House or Houses. VHU S
W K H 7 D P L O 1 D G X J R Y H U Q P H Q W Atﬁl‘t:lset::a‘ls:that when a Bill is reserved for the

7 K H 6 X S U H P H &-R mﬁjwty MS|@1 U x O consideration.of the President, the President may

W K H * R Y H U Q R U ﬂV D F W L R Q x Q F R C assent to or withhold assent from the Bill. \/ H U W
*RYHUQRUYV UROH LV WR HLWKH woitespoitypolicy » VHQC

EDFN WR WKH OHJLVODWXUH IRU UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ QF
LQGHILQLWHO\

Supreme Court’s Verdict:

7KH &RXUW DOVR RibiHing4sserd® HYD Q MWK DVWKH HQG RI WKH SU

$FFRUGAMCk W® LI WKH *RYHUQRU ZLWKKROGYV DVVHQW W
OHJLVODWXUH IRU UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ

7KH OHJLVODWXUH FDQ VHQG LW EDFN ZLWK RU ZLWKRXW
DVVHQW

Under Article 200
The Governor must act within one month
Returning the bill with a message
The Governor must return the bill within three months
Reservation of bills for the President

Must be done within three months

Must be done within one month

*

+ Article 200 ZDV FODULILHG HQVXULQ

ROLE OF GOVERNOR OVER o

ASSENTING BILLS

7TKEBERXUW LQYRNH®W R WMIFFODHJH W K
DV DVVHQWHG WR E\ WKH 3UHVL(
PRYH WR UHVWRUH FRQVWLWXWLI

KDYH D YHWR SRZHU RU XVH LQDF
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" -XGLFLDO 5HYLHZ DQG 7LPH /LPLWYV

+ 7 K@ourt introduced a time limit R1-3 months  RU WKH *RYHUQRU RU 3UHYV
DVVHQW

¢« )DLOXUH WR DGKHUH WR WKLV WLPHO Lc@ntit@dibr@alCotOIRRIZ W
UHGUHVYV

¢« 7KH MXGJPHQORUXGMELWKDRY FRQVWLWXWLRQD O ISREZGIXIGLLV
WKH DFWLRQV RI WKH *RYHUQRU DQG WKH B3UHVLGHQW X

B @B 2

Constitutional Issue with Commission
Provision Article 201 Recommendations
President can No time limit for the Sarkaria Commission (1983) &
either assent to President to act - Bills Punchhi Commission (2007)
the Bill or withhold can be indefinitely Both recommended a prescribed
assent retained timeline for presidential decision

The timeline would prevent indefinite retention of state bills

" .H\ /HIJDO 3UHFHGHQWYV

+ BWDWH RI 3XQMDE Y 3ULQF
*RYHUQRU RI 3XQMBE &RXLU
HDUOLHU F @ibhslding HBSentvV®& R MV
DXWRPDWLFDOO\ HQG WKH
UHTXLUHG WR VHQG WKH %L
UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ

" 'LVFUHWLRQDU\ 3RZHUV Rl WKH *RYHUQRU
+ 7KH &RXUW PDGH LARYHIHIR Discretionary powers

discretion WR ZLWKKROG DVVH Q ONSTITUTIONA m JONAL
DISCRETION © ON OF
WKH 3UHVLGHQW PXVW EM LH Lo e ERNORS
RI WKH &RXQFLO RI OLQLVWI °@imtoiiet | © et o
o 7KH *RYHUQRU FDQQRW D of he Pkt bk e 4 tha effice
WKH &DELQHW LQ WKHVH P recommendtor | o Councilo binsiers
President’s rule in on an inability to prove
o+ 7KH &RXUW QRWHG WKDW | == o iyl
FHUWDLQ GLVFUHWLRQDU\  emie, Pl ot
EH XVHG DUELWUDULO\ RU ‘o i
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Impact of the Judgment:

+ Restoring Constitutional

Sanity:
UHDIILUPHG WKDW WKH DFWLR!
OLNH WKH *RYHUQRU PXVW EH
DQG VKRXOG QRW LQWHUIHUH
GHPRFUDWLFDOO\ HOHFWHG Ot

+ 7KH MXG JPpieDatent fartdefuiire SUR Y |
FODULW\ RQ WKH UROH RI *RY
DVVHQW SURFHVV D Qi&ckod WilLi® J

7TKH UX

ORQJHU EH WROHUDWHG
Steering the decarbonisation of India’s logistics sector

Why in News?

¢« 'HFDUERQLVDWLRQ RI

Syllabus

e *6 3DSHU,QGLDQ (FRQRP\

,QGLDTV ORJLVWLFV VHFWRU

iksit Bharat is not just a vision. It is a
v commitment to having a stronger,

self-reliant India by 2047. At its core lies
inclusive development, ensuring that growth
reaches every citizen, every business, and every
region. But can we truly achieve this goal without
a logistics sector that is large, efficient and
future-ready? From seamless supply chains to
last-mile connectivity, an efficient, scalable
logistics network is the strength of equitable and
sustained progress.

In this growth journey, while infrastructure,
efficiency and accessibility are crucial for an
inclusive logistics sector, there is one factor that
cannot be overlooked — the environment and its
prioritisation are absolutely necessary to build a
future-ready, resilient logistics network. India’s
logistics sector, now one of the most
carbon-intensive in the world, must undergo a
green transformation. As the nation moves
towards a net zero carbon emission by 2070, it is
imperative to reduce emissions of transportation,
warehousing, and supply chain emissions.

Carbon cost of mobility

This sector bears the brunt of intense carbon
emissions, mainly from oil combustion. It
contributes about 13.5% of the country’s total
greenhouse gas emissions, with road transport
alone making up over 88% (International Energy
Agency (IEA, 2020). Nearly 90% of passenger
travel and 70% of freight movement are
dependent on roads, with trucks responsible for
38% of CO2 emissions (IEA, 2023).

Domestic aviation accounts for around 4%,
while coastal and inland shipping adds to the
emissions load but is significantly less than the
road freight movement. Government policies
envisage a rapid expansion by 2030 —cargo and
passenger movement on inland waterways is set
to triple, and coastal shipping cargo movement
will increase by 1.2 times. This growth not only

Sovini Mondal

is a Research
Associate at the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER),
New Delhi

Sanjib Pohit

is Professor at the
National Council of
Applied Economic
Research (NCAER),
New Delhi

India’s logistics
sector, which is
one of the most
carbon-intensive
in the world,
needs to
undergo a green
transformation

fuels economic momentum but also maintains its
scalability and sustainability goals.

However, this issue is not just restricted to
road freight movement. The warehousing sector,
which supports freight movement, is another
major emitter. Together, these factors create a
pressing issue. How we strike the right balance
between growth and sustainability is the
question. The time to act is now.

Futuristic approaches

Global examples provide a strong foundation for
this transition, with countries such as China and
the United States successfully shifting freight
transport from road to rail. Rail freight
significantly reduces emissions compared to road
transport. China has invested heavily in
expanding its rail network, and the share of the
railways is almost 50%. The United States has also
embraced this shift, making rail one of the early
decarbonised freight options. India should
enhance the share of the railways in freight
transport to reduce emissions and improve
efficiency — rail has been an early adopter of
electrification and is a more sustainable, almost
zero-carbon emission mode of transport.

Road freight transport cannot be overlooked,
and needs a focused structural change to make it
cleaner. India has already taken a bold step in this
direction with a recent initiative by the Union
Minister for Road Transport and Highways — the
introduction of overhead electric wires along
highways to power electric trucks. The first pilot
project on the Delhi-Jaipur corridor could be a
breakthrough in reducing emissions from freight
movement while ensuring high efficiency and
economic viability.

Coastal shipping and inland waterways have
immense potential for decarbonisation. The
International Maritime Organization (IMO) aims
to slash global shipping emissions by 50% by
2050 (compared to 2008 levels), pushing

Steering the decarbonisation of India’s logistics sector

industry to adopt cleaner fuels such as ammonia,
hydrogen, LNG, biofuels, methanol, and
electricity. India can fast-track its green transition
by introducing LNG-powered vessels,
solar-assisted electric boats, and even electric or
biofuel-run barges. These emission-cutting steps
can keep freight movement efficient and
sustainable.

Air transport remains one of the hardest
sectors to decarbonise due to its heavy reliance
on refined fuels, making the transition a costly
challenge. However, advancements in sustainable
aviation fuels and efficiency improvements in
other transport modes could help offset
emissions.

Warehousing, often outweaving in the carbon
equation, is another significant contributor to
emissions due to high energy consumption.
Transitioning to renewable energy sources such
as solar, wind, and geothermal power can
drastically cut the carbon footprint of
warehouses.

Moving ahead
Decarbonising India’s logistics sector is not just
about cutting emissions. It is about building a
more competitive, resilient and future-ready
industry. India’s logistics sector is on the brink of
a transformation, and decarbonisation is the key
to ensuring sustainable growth. By scaling up rail
freight, electrifying road transport, adopting
cleaner maritime fuels, and making warehouses
more energy-efficient, India can build a
high-performing logistics network with a reduced
environmental impact. The time to act is now,
and with the right policies and investments, India
can lead the way in creating a cleaner, greener,
and more efficient logistics ecosystem.

The road to a greener future has been paved. It
is now time to accelerate.

The views expressed are personal
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" &DUERQ )RRWSULQW RI ,QGLDYV /RIJILVWLFV 6HFWRU

¢+ ,QGLDYV ORJLVWLFWRWWWHDW ER R Q g \RAIREHDRD B \V iF RW W\ E
RI WKH FRXQWU\YV WRWDO JUHHQKRXVH JDV HPLVVLEF

+ Road transport DORQH FRQWBLBWXKNHHV HFW RU | Yudks LWVHALRRQYV LAHG
Rl &2 HPLVVLRQV 7KLV KLIJIKOLIJKWYV WKH XUJHQW QHF

®m Road Transport-Freight
Movement

B Railways-Freight Movement

Road Transport-Passenger
Movement

® Railways-Passenger
Movement

69%

" *URZWK DQG &DUERQ ,QWHQVLW\ Residenil _ Publi
o ,OGLDYV ORJLVWLFV VHFWRU LV  reu

transport
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¢ 7KH JRYHUQPHQW DLPV WR WUL!

i“H UD

Electricity
heat

productma Y H P H
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EULQJY FKDOOHQJHV LQ UHGXFLC
" YXWXULVWLF $SSURDFKHV DQG *OREvuU (|[urounVv

e« &KLQD DQG WHKHH8 §KLIWHE N

V L J Q L I L F D Q W S R U W |_ R Q Train depot ‘ Train station
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WR SRIEdttid trucks D PRYH WKDW
FRXOG GUDVWLFDOO\ UHGXFH URDG IUHLJKW HPLVVLRQV
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Cleaner Maritime and Inland Shipping:

+ 7 KlHternational Maritime Organisation IMO) KDV VHW D JRDO WR FXW JORE
E\ E\

¢+ ,QGLD FDQ SOD\ D SLYRWDOUERAHUP GV K HW \EN MG RSRAOLOU
boats, DQELRIXHO UXQ EDUJHV

Future fuels

Here are some of the dominant solutions to get us going green.

and work at freezing temperatures.

PLANES CARS

Synthetic hydrocarbons Batteries

One of the main contenders for planes in Batteries are energy-efficient and electric cars can
the long term is synthetic fuel, made from plug into existing infrastructure. New batteries are
green hydrogen and carbon sucked out of under de lopment: Sodium batteries will be

the air. Jet fuel needs to be ultra-reliable cheaper, nd solid-state batteries will take a car

farther on a charge.
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TRAINS TRUCKS SHIPS
Electricity Hydrogen fuel cells Liquid ammonia

Some trains are already Fuel cells are a lighter This hydrogen-dense fuel packs a

electrified through rails or proposition than batteries for Punch, and is relatively easy to keep as
wires; even diesel trains long-haul semi-trucks, and are a liquid, making it easier to transport
can be made electric faster to refuel. But making than hydrogen. But spills are toxic and
relatively easily. green hydrogen is expensive. the fuel requires an engine redesign.

CE: REPORTING BY N. JONES
TRATION: VECTORMINE KNOWAEBLE MAGAZINE

Challenges in Air Transport:

¢ Air transport UHPDLQV R Qnrdst Rhalldhirt
sectorsWR GHFDUERQLVH GXHIW®RHIGN

e+ 7KH GHYHORSRNQWWLE®DEOH DIQL
LPSURYHPHQWY LQ IXHO HIILFLH(
FDQ KHOS UHGXFH HPLVVLRQV

'DUHKRXVLQJ (PLVVLRQV

+ 7 KwhrehousingsectoL,V D PDMRU FRQWUL
GXH WR LWV KLJK HQHUJ\ FRQVXP

+ Renewable energy VRODU ZLQG JHRWKHUPDO
WKH FDUERQ IRRWSULQW RI ZDUHKRXVHY DQG PDNH ORJL

Way Forward

¢ (OHFWULILFDWLRQVRRX®G EHUHUEDROWG XS DFURWMCtiQGLD
WUXFN FRUULGRUV

+ Rail freight should be prioritsed OHYHUDJLQJ ,GHHFWUH|LM® LLLDILO QH

¢ 7KH XVH*RRZHUHG Y HVV HDYErpoweiedH@@atgV KRXOG EH IDVW V
E R ddstal shipping DQ®ODQG ZDWHUZD\V

¢« 7UDQVLWrefe@dbl@ éndRL Q Z D U H$UBhaY likwig solar panelsvind turbines
RUHRWKHUPDO HQHUJ\

¢« TR DFKLHYH WKH¥YVHOLRDIOM YWKHH SDUWQKRXBGSE B 33V PRG
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Kuno National Park

+ Kuno NationalPark ZDV HVWDBESIDAN KB LQGOLIH VDQ Rhatoka petkD Q G |
LQ
¢« 7KH SDUN LWaliy& Pradéesic ERY H USh@apuWKMerena GLVWULFW YV

¢« W LV QRZ D FUXCHe&t&h ReintoductiBiProjeitH ZKHUH FKHHWDKYV UH
Namibia D (BGuth Africa DUH EHLQJ UHLQWURGXFHG

T woOo IKunmno cheecahs to

be moved to Gamndhi
Sagar on April 20

Mehuul Mialpani

Gandhi Sagar Sanctuary in

BHOPAL Mandsaur district will soon
host cheetahs.,” Mr. Mohan

T wWo cheetahs will be Yadav said.

moved from Madhva Pra- Gandhi Sagar Division

desh’s Kuno NNational Park
to the Gandhi Sagar Wil-
dlife Sanctuary on April 20,
Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav said on Friday. an-
nouncing the release of thhe
big cats into their second
home since their reintro-
duction to the country in
2022

The decision to shift two
cheetahs to Gandhi Sagar
in the Mandsaur and Nee-
much districts was taken
afrer Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadawv
reviewed thhe Cheetah Pro-
ject withh Mr. Yadawv and
State officials in Bhopal.

“The State government
is committed to developing
Kuno National Park as a
model wildlife tourism des-
tination. Alongside Kuno.

Forest Officer Sanjay Raikh-
ere told The Hindwu that two
male cheetahs have been
identified at Kuno to be
brought there.

The Hindu had reported
in February that thhe Gand-
hi Sagar Sanctuary’™s prepa-
rations to host thhe cheetahs
in a 64 sqg-kimm. enclosure
were almost complete, and
that thhe cheetahs would ar-
rive before the peak of
summer. At that time., thhe
prlan was to bring six to
eight cheetahs from South
Africa. However, a senior
official said negotiations
between officials of thhe two
countries is “taking longer™
and that thhe batch of chee-
tahs is mnow expected to be
translocated around
September.
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