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Landmark Agreement
Why in News?

▪ Increasing heatwaves frequency in India

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 3 – Science and Technology
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● The WHO Pandemic Agreement:

	◆ The Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB) 
of the World Health Organization (WHO) 
finalised a proposal for the WHO Pandemic 
Agreement on April 16, 2025. 

	◆ The agreement is seen as a “generational  
accord” aimed at strengthening the world’s ability 
to prevent, prepare for, and respond to pandemics. 

	◆ The agreement is expected to be formally adopted at the World Health Assembly next month.
	● Pathogen Access and Benefit Sharing System:

	◆ Ensures that developing countries that share 
pathogen samples and genomic data will be 
guaranteed access to diagnostics, vaccines, 
and treatments developed from these 
shared materials. 

	◆ The agreement aims to address inequities in 
vaccine distribution, a glaring issue during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, where developed countries stockpiled vaccines while many developing 
countries, especially in Africa, faced significant delays in receiving vaccines.

India, China at 75 – a time for strategy, not sentiment

Why in News?

	◆ 75 years of India – China Relations

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● India-China 75 Years of Diplomatic Ties:

	◆ India and China are marking 75 years of diplomatic relations.
	◆ This milestone comes at a critical juncture in the global geopolitical landscape.
	◆ The relationship between the two countries has evolved from one of Asian solidarity to one 

fraught with border disputes, strategic rivalry, and mistrust, while still offering opportunities 
for cooperation and regional stability.

	● The “China Lens” in Indian Foreign Policy:
	◆ China is currently the most influential external factor in shaping India’s foreign policy.
	◆ India’s strategic decisions, especially in areas such as border infrastructure, trade diversification, 

and defence cooperation, are all heavily influenced by the China lens. 
	◆ The 2020 Galwan Valley clash and the 1962 war continue to shape India’s approach to its 

neighbour.
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	● Military Tensions and Economic Dependence:
	◆ Military Vigilance: The Line of Actual Control (LAC) remains heavily militarised, with both 

sides maintaining large deployments.
	◆ Trade Imbalance: India’s trade imbalance with China was about $100 billion in 2024-25.
	◆ Economic Paradox: India is economically dependent on China for various sectors, especially 

pharmaceuticals and electronics.

	● “Competitive Coexistence” Strategy:
	◆ India’s approach has evolved into “competitive coexistence” — balancing deterrence with 

dialogue, sovereignty with economic interdependence, and competition with cooperation.
	◆ India seeks to compete with China in areas such as defence, infrastructure, and regional 

influence while maintaining engagement due to  the economic interdependence between the two.
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	● China’s Influence in India’s Neighbourhood:
	◆ China’s growing footprint in South Asia, including infrastructure projects in Sri Lanka, Nepal, 

and the Maldives, has challenged India’s traditional role as the regional anchor.

	● U.S.-China Rivalry and India’s Strategic Autonomy:
	◆ The return of Donald Trump to the White House has reignited U.S.-China tensions, which 

impacts India’s strategy.
	◆ While India has aligned with the U.S. on issues like the Indo-Pacific and regional security. 
	◆ Prime Minister Modi’s remarks about “healthy competition” with China signal India’s 

diplomatic flexibility.
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	● India’s China policy in 2025 reflects a balance of hard power and diplomatic maturity. The future 
lies in:

	◆ Stabilizing border tensions
	◆ Ensuring fair economic practices
	◆ Building regional resilience
	◆ Promoting a vision where Asia is led by Asian powers working in mutual respect, not zero-sum 

competition.

New pathways for India’s creative economy

Why in News?

	◆ Creative Economy
Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● India’s Creative Economy and Global Context:

	◆ India’s creative economy is valued at $30 billion in 
2024, employing 8% of India’s workforce.

	◆ In 2019, creative goods and services exports from 
India totalled about $121 billion, with the majority of 
creative goods exports attributed to design and arts 
& crafts.

	◆ Global Trends: Exports of creative services globally 
surged to $1.4 trillion in 2022, with significant 
contributions from sectors like software services 
(41.3%), research and development (30.7%), and 
advertising.

	● The Gap Between Creativity and Innovation in India:
	◆ Creativity is prevalent at grassroots levels in 

India, but innovation often remains stifled due 
to insufficient support and investment.

	◆ There are four types of creativity: 
	◆ deliberate and emotional;
	◆ deliberate and cognitive;
	◆ spontaneous and emotional; and 
	◆ spontaneous and cognitive. 

	● Examples of Innovation:
	◆ Antrodam Project (Indonesia): A nature-inspired flood protection system.
	◆ Indian Examples: Innovations like the ‘mitti cool clay refrigerator’, pedal-operated washing 

machines, solarpowered water purifiers, and amphibious bicycles are grassroots innovations 
that need investments to scale up. 
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	● Investing in Grassroots Innovation:
	◆ Intellectual Property (IP): The need for 

better protection of creative ideas through 
intellectual property policies that protect 
both formal and informal innovations.

	◆ Grassroots innovations are underfunded, 
despite potential, especially in sectors like 
climate tech and other creative solutions for 
local development. 

	◆ The government should initiate a ‘one district, one innovation’ model to promote local creativity.
	● Way Forward

	◆ Integrate creativity into national innovation policy.
	◆ Launch ‘Creative India Fund’
	◆ Promote STEAM (Science, Tech, Engineering, Arts, Math) education in schools to foster 

balanced innovation.
	◆ Partner with UNESCO Creative Cities Network to elevate Indian cities and towns globally.
	◆ Establish district-level creative labs tied to local economic and environmental challenges.

Why did China block exports of rare earth elements?

Why in News?

	◆ China’s role in global supply chains

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy
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	● Rare Earth Elements (REEs):
	◆ Rare Earth Elements (REEs) are 17 substances found in the Earth’s crust, which are crucial for a 

variety of industrial applications, including electronics, defense systems, and medical equipment.

	● These elements are crucial for the production of high-tech products like:
	◆ Dysprosium – used in hard disks and car motors.
	◆ Gadolinium – used in nuclear reactors and medical equipment.
	◆ Lutetium – used in PET scanners and petroleum refineries.
	◆ Samarium – used in magnets for personal electronics.
	◆ Scandium – used in aircraft alloys.
	◆ Terbium – used in lighting for electronics.
	◆ Yttrium – used in cancer treatments and superconductors.

	● Import Dependency: India relies heavily on imports
	◆ for REEs, especially for high-purity materials used in high-tech 

applications.
	● Domestic Capability:

	◆ Operated primarily by Indian Rare 
Earths Ltd. (IREL).

	◆ Focuses on light REE extraction, 
but lacks advanced refining and 
separation technologies for heavy and 
high-purity REEs.

	● Current Imports (2023–24)
	◆ Total Imported: 2,270 tonnes of REEs.
	◆ Key Suppliers:
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	◆ China remains the largest source.
	◆ Japan also supplies specialized REE materials.

	● India’s Response and Government Initiatives:
	◆ National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM): 

To secure the critical mineral supply chain, 
including REEs, through increasing domestic 
production and sourcing from foreign countries. 

	◆ Mining and Exploration Plans: The government 
aims to expand exploration efforts for REEs, 
with 1,200 exploration projects planned to 
identify and develop critical minerals.

	◆ Incentivizing Private Exploration: PPP in REE extraction.
Article 355 & Writ of Mandamus

	◆ Article 355: This article mandates the Union’s responsibility to protect States from external 
aggression or internal disturbance and ensure governance in line with the Constitution.

Article 355 & Writ of Mandamus
	● Mandamus

	◆ Mandamus is a Latin term meaning “we command.”
	◆ It is a writ issued by a higher court, typically a Supreme Court or a 

High Court, directing a public authority or government official to 
perform a specific duty that is required by law and has not been carried 
out.

	◆ The writ is used to compel the performance of a duty that is mandatory 
and cannot be discretionary.


