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➢ �Exploring India’s potential in the Arctic     
region (Page No – 8)

➢ �A reminder to the President and Governors 
(Page No – 9)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ Madhav National Park

Exploring India’s potential in the Arctic region
Why in News?

▪ India’s engagement with Arctic Region

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● Arctic Sea Ice and the Northern Sea Route (NSR):

	◆ Melting of Arctic Sea Ice: The article emphasizes the 
accelerating shrinkage of Arctic sea ice which has opened 
up new shipping routes, most notably the Northern Sea 
Route (NSR).

	◆ NSR as a Strategic Trade Route: The NSR is presented 
as the shortest maritime trade route between Europe 
and Asia, significantly reducing transit times and freight 
costs, thus being crucial for India’s long-term trade 
strategy

	● India’s Engagement with the Arctic:
	◆ Historical Context: India has engaged with the Arctic 

since 1920 by signing the Svalbard Treaty, making 
it one of the few developing countries with an Arctic 
research base (Himadri).

	◆ Arctic Policy (2022)
	◆ Arctic Council Members?

	● Economic Opportunities:
	◆ Trade and Shipbuilding: India’s maritime infrastructure 

must adapt, requiring investments in ice-breaking 
vessels and shipbuilding.

	◆ The Fund? is an effort to meet these needs.
	◆ Investment in Arctic Navigation: India must enhance 

its shipbuilding capabilities, particularly ships suitable 
for Arctic conditions. This aligns with India’s larger 
vision of global maritime integration.

	● Geopolitical Dynamics:

	◆ China-Russia Relations: India faces the delicate task 
of balancing relations with Russia (a key player in 
Arctic geopolitics) and China, who is also expanding 
its presence in the Arctic.

	◆ Diplomatic Tensions: India needs to avoid being 
drawn into either the Russian or Chinese bloc but 
should pursue partnerships with countries like Japan 
and South Korea that share India’s concerns about 
China’s dominance in the Arctic.
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	● Environmental Responsibility:
	◆ Sustainability in the Arctic: India has to balance economic interests with environmental 

preservation.

	● Collaborations and Alliances:
	◆ Bilateral Relations with Russia: India’s partnership with Russia for Arctic navigation and the 

NSR is highlighted, including the establishment of a working group to explore cooperation on 
Arctic trade. 

	◆ Multilateral Cooperation: The Arctic Circle India Forum (May 2025) is proposed as a key 
platform for India to further engage with stakeholders in the Arctic region, and India should 
strengthen its position in international climate dialogues.
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Prelims PYQs (2015)

Q. The term ‘IndARC’, sometimes seen in the news, is the name of (2015)
(a) An indigenously developed radar system inducted into Indian Defence
(b) India’s satellite to provide services to the countries of the Indian Ocean Rim
(c) A scientific establishment set up by India in the Antarctic region
(d) India’s underwater observatory to scientifically study the Arctic region

Prelims PYQs (2019)

Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct about the deposits of ‘methane hydrate’? (2019)
1. Global warming might trigger the release of methane gas from these deposits.
2. Large deposits of ‘methane hydrate’ are found in Arctic Tundra and under the sea floor.
3.Methane in the atmosphere oxidizes to carbon dioxide after a decade or two.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Mains PYQs (2015, 2018 & 2021)

Q. �How do the melting of the Arctic ice and glaciers of the Antarctic differently affect the weather patterns 
and human activities on the Earth? Explain. (2021)

Q. Why is India taking keen in resources of Arctic region? (2018)

Q. �What are the economic significances of the discovery of oil in Arctic Sea and its possible environmental 
consequences? (2015)

A reminder to the President and Governors

Why in News?

	◆ Roles and Powers of President and Governors in India

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Constitutional Framework of India’s Executive:

	◆ The Indian Constitution establishes a 
parliamentary system of government, where 
the President of India and Governors are 
ceremonial heads of the state, and their 
executive powers are exercised on the advice 
of the Council of Ministers. 

	◆ (Articles 52, 153, 74, and 163 – Discuss) 
	◆ Model?
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	● Constitutional Framework of India’s Executive:

	◆ Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, in his address during the 
Constituent Assembly debates, clarified that the 
President’s role is to symbolize the nation and 
serve as the head of the State but not the head of 
the executive.

	◆ The executive powers are vested in the Council 
of Ministers, led by the Prime Minister at the 
Centre and the Chief Minister at the State level.

	● Judicial Interpretation of Executive Powers:
	◆ The Shamsher Singh v. State of Punjab (1974) 

judgment clarified that the President exercises 
powers only on the aid and advice of the Council 
of Ministers, affirming that the head of the state is 
not an absolute authority.

	◆ Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker (2016)

	● Role of the President and Governors:

	◆ Article 60 and Article 159.

	◆ However, instances where Governors act in a manner 
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution that 
necessitate judicial intervention. 

	◆ The Supreme Court has provided a timely reminder 
to the President and Governors to adhere to the 
Constitutional framework and act in alignment with the will of the people.

	● The Tamil Nadu Case:

	◆ The State of Tamil Nadu v. Governor of Tamil Nadu 
(2025) judgment reaffirmed the correct constitutional 
position regarding the duties of the Governor and 
President, emphasizing that executive powers must be 
exercised within a reasonable time frame and for the  
intended constitutional purpose.

	◆ The judgment underscores that Governors should not act unilaterally and must adhere to the 
advice of the Council of Ministers. Any failure to do so can lead to judicial intervention.
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	● Accountability of Governors:
	◆ The Supreme Court’s ruling highlights the responsibility of Governors to not only act in 

accordance with constitutional provisions but also to act within a reasonable period and in the 
interest of the people.

	◆ Governors who delay their duties or defy constitutional mandates are seen as undermining the 
democratic processes and violating their oath.
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Madhav National Park

	◆ Location: ?
	◆ Hills: ?
	◆ Designation: ?
	◆ National Park in: ?
	◆ Fauna: ?


