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Exploring India’s potential in the Arctic region

Why in News?
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Key Takeaways from the Article
Arctic Sea Ice and the Northern Sea Route (NSR): i
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India’s Engagement with the Arctic:

+ Historical Context: ,QGLD KDV HQJDJHG
VLQFH E\ VISI@baq Jreatk HP DN L wvomes £
LW RQH RI WKH IHZ GHYHORSL (@@= |d
UH V H D UFRiKaérip V H o

ice-bound seas

+ Arctic Policy (2022) prti ey

Nations claiming territory around
the Arctic Ocean

+ Arctic Council Members? B

Economic Opportunities:

+ Trade and Shipbuilding: ,QGLDYV PDULWLP/| A
PXVW DG DS Winvddthh@nsL i Lic@-breaking <&
vessels and shipbuilding.

e« 7KH )XQG" LV DQ HIIRUW WR PHH f‘ North Pole.,

+ Investment in Arctic Navigation: ,QGLD PXVW
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" Environmental Responsibility:

+ Sustainability in the Arctic: ,QGLD KDV WR EDODQFH HFRQRPLF LC
SUHVHUYDWLRQ

Arctic on front line of climate change
The Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the planet, driven by
melting sea ice and thawing of carbon-rich Arctic permafrost, according
1o the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Sea ice extent (annual miinimum extent, million sqguare krr)
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Active layer, freezes
and thaws each year
Permafrost thaws:
Bacteria in soil
consume organic
matter, releasing
carbon dioxide and

Permafrost: Layer
of rock and soil
containing estimated
1-1.5 trillion tonnes™* of
organic matter — dead
plants and animals —

that remains continuously

frozen methane. Gases can
Permafrost extends up speed up greenhouse
o 450m below surface Permafrost effect

Sources: NOAA, NSIDC, NASA, Spiegel =1 trillion = 1,000 billion © GRAPHIC NEWS

" Collaborations and Alliances:
+ Bilateral Relations with Russia: ,QGLDfYVY SDUWQHUVKLS ZLWK 5XVVLD
165 LV KLJKOLJKWHG LQFOXGLQJ WKH HVWDEOLVKPHQW
$UFWLF WUDGH

+ Multilateral Cooperation: 7KH $UFWLF &LUFOH ,QGLD )RUXP 0D\
SODWIRUP IRU ,QGLD WR IXUWKHU HQJDJH ZLWK VWDNH}
VWUHQIJWKHQ LWV SRVLWLRQ LQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO FOLPCL
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Prelims PYQs (2015)

Q. The term ‘INdARC’, sometimes seen in the news, is the name of (2015)

D $Q LQGLJHQRXVO\ GHYHORSHG UDGDU VA\VWHP LQGXFWHG LQ\
E ,QGLDYY VDWHOOLWH WR SURYLGH VHUYLFHV WR WKH FRXQW
F $ VFLHQWLILF HVWDEOLVKPHQW VHW XS E\ ,QGLD LQ WKH $QW
G ,QGLDTV XQGHUZDWHU REVHUYDWRU\ WR VFLHQWLILFDOO\ VYV

Prelims PYQs (2019)

Q. Which of the following statements is/are correct about the deposits of ‘methane hydrate’? (2019)
*OREDO ZzDUPLQJ PLJKW WULJJHU WKH UHOHDVH RI PHWKDQH J
/IDUJH GHSRVLWYV RI pPHWKDQH K\GUDWHYT DUH IRXQG LQ $UFWI
OHWKDQH LQ WKH DWPRVSKHUH R[LGL]J]HV WR FDUERQ GLR[LGH

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

D DQG RQO\
E DQG RQO\
F DQG RQO\
G DQG

Mains PYQs (2015, 2018 & 2021)

Q. +RZ GR WKH PHOWLQJ RI WKH $UFWLF LFH DQG JODFLHUV RI W
DQG KXPDQ DFWLYLWLHYY2®RY) WKH (DUWK" ([SODLQ

Q.:K\ LV ,QGLD WDNLQJ NHHQ LQ®H8RXUFHV Rl $UFWLF UHJLRQ

Q. :KDW DUH WKH HFRQRPLF VLJQLILFDQFHV RI WKH GLVFRYHU\ R
FRQVHTX20BFHV"

$ UHPLQGHU WR WKH 3UHVLGHQW DQG *RYHUQR
Why in News?

¢« 5ROHV DQG 3RZHUV RI SUHVLGHQW DQG *RYHUQRUV LQ ,Q

Syllabus

¢« *6 3DSHU + ,QGLDQ 3ROLW\
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A reminder to the President and Governors

he Supreme Court’s
judgment in Srate of
Tamil Nadu v. Governor
of Tamil Nadu (2025)
lays down the correct
constitutional position and is
unassailable. However, some
people have questioned the
judgment. My answer to them is
that the Constitution has created a
parliamentary democracy.

A parliamentary system
As Dr. B.R. Ambedkar pointed out
on November 4, 1948, “The Draft
Constitution in recommending the
Parliamentary system of Executive
has preferred more responsibility
to more stability.” He amplified
this position stating, “The
American form of Government is
called the Presidential system of
Government. What the Draft
Constitution proposes is the
Parliamentary system... Under the
Presidential system of America,
the President is the Chief head of
the Executive. The administration
is vested in him. Under the Draft
Constitution the President
occupies the same position as the
King under the English
Constitution. He is the head of the
State but not of the Executive. He
represents the Nation but does not
rule the Nation. He is the symbol
of the nation. His place in the
administration is that of a
ceremonial device on a seal by
which the nation’s decisions are
made known... The President of
the Indian Union will be generally
bound by the advice of his
Ministers. He can do nothing
contrary to their advice nor can he
do anything without their advice.”

This position stands affirmed in
Article 52 of the Constitution
which states that “there shall be a
President of India” and in Article
153 which states that “there shall
be a Governor for each State”.
Article 74 provides for “a Council
of Ministers with the Prime
Minister at the head to aid and
advise the President” and Article
163 provides for “a Council of
Ministers with the Chief Minister
at the head to aid and advise the
Governor”.

In 1949, the draft Constitution

Dushyant Dave

Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court of
India

The Supreme
Court's
Jjudgment

in State of Tamil
Nadu v.
Governor of
Tamil Nadu lays
down the
correct
constitutional
position and is
unassailable

had proposed to include Schedule
IV, which was intended to serve as
an Instrument of Instruction.
However, this was deleted at the
instance of the Drafting
Committee. The deletion was
protested by the members but
justified by T. T. Krishnamachari
who said, “It has now been felt
that the matter should be left
entirely to convention rather than
be put into the body of the
Constitution as Schedules, in the
shape of Instrument of
Instructions, and there is a fairly
large volume of opinion which
favours that idea.” Dr. Ambedkar
said, “So far as our Constitution is
concerned, there is no functionary
created by it who can see that
these instruments of Instruction
are carried out faithfully by the
Governor. Secondly, the discretion
which we are going to leave with
the Governor under this
Constitution is very meagre... He
has to act on the advice of the
Prime Minister in the matter of the
selection of Members of the
Cabinet”.

Earlier, while discussing Article
52, the Constituent Assembly
rejected the substitution proposed
to draft Article 41 (now Article 52)
proposed by K.T. Shah to the
following effect: “The Chief
Executive and Head of the State in
the Union of India shall be called
the President of India.” Professor
Shah justified this by saying that
the President represented
“sovereignty of the whole people
and of the State as a whole.” But
Dr. Ambedkar opposed this
saying, “Prof. K.T. Shah uses the
word ‘Chief Executive and the
Head of the State’. T have no
doubt... that what he means is to
introduce the American
presidential form of executive and
not the Parliamentary form of
executive... contained in this Draft
Constitution. If my friend Prof.
Shah were to turn to the report of
the Union Constitution
Commiittee, he will see that the
Drafting Committee has followed
the proposals set out in the report
of that Committee. The report of
that Committee says that while the
President is to be the head of the

executive, he is to be guided by a
Council of Ministers whose advice
shall be binding upon him in all
actions that he is supposed to take
under the power given to him by
the Constitution. He is not to be
the absolute supreme head... and
that is the Parliamentary form of
government in the United States...
We have not adopted that system.”

The Constitutional Bench in
Shamsher Singh v. State of Punjab
(1974) amplified this position,
holding that the President is
“...the Constitutional or formal
head of the Union and he
exercises his powers and functions
conferred on him by or under the
Constitution on the aid and advice
of his Council of Ministers”. This
Jjudgment was subsequently
followed in another Constitutional
Bench judgement in Nabam Rebia
v. Deputy Speaker (2016).

A timely reminder

The President and the Governor
are bound to exercise their
executive power in accordance
with the Constitution. Every
power is coupled with the duty to
exercise it for the intended
purpose and within a reasonable
period. If this is not done, the Writ
Court has the duty to step in and
require it to be so exercised.

The President under Article 60
and the Governor under Article
159 are to take constitutional oaths
and affirm to the best of their
ability to “preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution and the
law” and “devote” themselves “to
the service and well-being of the
people of India or the State as the
case may be”. How then can the
President or the Governor of any
State defy the Constitution and act
against the will of the people?
While President Droupadi Murmu
maintains the decorum of the
office she holds, some Governors
have conducted themselves so
poorly as to defile the high
constitutional positions they hold.
The Supreme Court has therefore
given a timely reminder to the
President and the Governors to
respect and adhere to the
Constitution and act in the interest
of the people.

" Constitutional Framework of India’s Executive:

+ 7 KHIindian Constitution
parliamentary system RI JRYHUQPHQ
W Kkesident of India DQE&R Y H U QIRUH,
ceremonial heads of the state DQG W
HIHFXWLYH SRZH WWVthe bddicé [ F

Key Takeaways from the Article

of the Council of Ministers.
. $UWLFOHYV

+ Model?

HVWDEOLV

DQG

1.The Presidential Framework
o Article 52: Establishing the Office of the President
2.Executive Authority.
o Articles 53-54: Vesting and Election of the
President
o Article 5 idential Election Procedures
3.Presidential Tenure and Re-election
o Articles 56-57: Term and Re-eligibility
4.Qualifications and Conditions.
o Articles 58-59: Eligibility and Office Conditions
5.Inauguration and Impeachment
o Articles 60-61: Oath and Impeachment Process
6.Vice-Presidential Role
o Articles 62-64: Vacancies and Election of Vice-
President
7.Vice-Presidential Duties
o Articles 65-69: Acting as President and Terms of

office
8 Election Procedures
o Article 70: Discharge of Presidential Functions
9 Election Matters
o Article 71: Election-Related Provisions
10.Presidential Clemency Powers
o Article 72: Pardons and Commutations,
11. Executive Scoj
o Article 73: Extent of Union Executive Power

(5)



Constitutional Framework of India’s Executive:

e« 'U % 5 $PEHGNDU LQ KLV
Constituent Assembly debates FODULILH
SUHVLGHQW $ymhidIR®© M KLV QVIRW
VHUYH DV WKH KH bdsthe headioH
the executive.

¢ 7KH H[HFXWLYH SRZHUGoumxilH
of Ministers
&HQWUHCD& Bindtec D W W KH

Judicial Interpretation of Executive Powers: .
+ 7 K8hamsher Singh v. State of Punjab (1974 S8

OHG Pkim& KliHister DW WKH

MXGJPHQW FODULILHG WKD

SR Z H U ¥n®eddand advice of the Council§
of Ministers DIILUPLQJ WKDW WK
Q R Vdb&plQte authority.

« 1DEDP SHELD Y

SHAMSHER SINGH

'"HSXW\ 6SHDNHU

" Hon'ble Supreme Court

S5ROH RI WKH 3UHVLGHQW DQG *FGOVTS CANTBE AT GUV'S MERCY: T'GANA

+ Article 60 and Article 159.

¢ +RZHYHU LQVWDQFHV ZKHUH *
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution WKTELC
QHFHVVLWDWH MXGLFLDO LQW

¢ 7K&upreme &RXUW KDV SURYLGHC
WR WKH 3UHVLGHQW DQG *RY-=

»Telangana government
seeks timeline for governors

to respond on bills sent to
them, complaining that
governor Tamilisai Soundarajan
(pic) was sitting for long on 10
bills passed by the assembly
»SC refers to Article 200 of the
Constitution that says
“provided that the governor
may, as soon as

after the presentation to
him of the bill for
assent, return

T

the bill fitisnota WIE LT 1'

money bill together with a
message requesting that the
House or Houses will reconsider
the bill...”

»Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta protests, saying
governor’s office had informed
SC that no bills are pending

delays by governors, saying,
“The elected governments

- in states cannot be put at

= the governors
, mercy”

UFLYV

STATE OF PUNJAB, AIR 1974 SC 212

PDQQE

U
A WR

Constitutional framework DQG DFW LQ D O Wwill Qffhe Q)aW)IeZ LWK WKH

The Tamil Nadu Case:

¢« 7TKHBWDWH RI 7DPLO 1DGX Y *R
(2025) MXGIJPHQW UHDIILUPHG W

SRVLWLRQ UHJDUGLQJRW KK QRIK
HPSKDVL]LQJ WKDW H[HF)

President
H[HUFLYVH Geasb™lieLtitheDrame D Q G |
intended constitutional purpose.

Court’s prescription
SC observed that Governor is “playing with fire” by holding
Y |_ back crucial Bills
= Governor cannot sit on Bills The
claiming the House passed them
K l_ in an invalid session convened Governor, W X W I-
after adjourning sine die without as an appointee of
proragation the President, isa
® Speaker is within jurisdiction in titular head of
adjourning the House sine die the State E H
= Any attempt to cast doubt on the SUPREME COURT

RU

session of the Legislature is frmught

BENCH

¢« 7KH MXGIJPHQW XOBHHVARIURNMNOWKDPRW DFW XQLODWHUDO!
D G Y L F HCauhclWoKMinisters $Q\ IDLOXUH WR jGdrRiaViRtev@h@nOHD G WR
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" $FFRXQWDELOLW\ RI *RYHUQRUYV

¢« 7TKH 6XSUHPH &RXUWIWHMOMLSROKNLEKLOLWK\WRI ORYWH RQBUY V
DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK FRQVW LW awitiRaDeasdahabiR Yeridd IR@AheE X W [
interest of the people.

*RYHUQRUV ZKR GHOD\ WKHLU GXWLHV RU GHI\ FRQVWLW
democratic processeD QG YLRODWLQJ WKHLU RDWK

The Governor must be conscious

to not create roadblocks or
chokehold the State legislature in
order to thwart and break the will of
the people for political ends.

The members of the State legisiature
elected by the people of the State are
better attuned to ensure the well-being
of the people. Hence, any expression
contrary to the express choice of the
people, in other words, the State
legisiature, wouid be a renege on the
Constitutional oath.”- -
Supreme Court

Eve
”

(7)



Madhav National Park

¢« /IRFDWLRQ "

e +LOOV

e '"HVLJQDWLRQ "
+ 1IDWLRQDO 3DUN LQ "

« )DXQD

With big cat count rising, M.P. to develop
buffer zones around its 9 tiger reserves

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh Cabi-
net on Tuesday approved a
scheme for developing
buffer zones in the State’s
nine tiger reserves, the go-
vernment said.

The approval for the
new scheme, ‘Develop-
ment of Buffer Zones in
Tiger Reserves’, with a to-
tal outlay of 145 crore for
the financial years 2025-26
and 2027-28, was given at a
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav.

As part of the scheme,
chain-link fencing will be
installed in the ecologically
sensitive  buffer areas,
apart from developing

’

Tracing the pug marks: A big cat spotted near the Bandhavgarh

Tiger Reserve. The tiger population in Madhya Pradesh has
increased from 526 to 785 over the past four years. FILE PHOTO

scheme will include the in-
stallation of chain-link

tection and fire safety
measures, development of

mals, and skill develop-
ment training programmes
for local communities,” the
State government said in a
statement.

Conservation efforts
Inaugurated on March 10,
Madhav National Park be-
came the ninth tiger re-
serve in the State, the high-
est among all States. Three
tigers, including two fe-
males, were introduced to
the park in 2023 as part of
the tiger reintroduction
project in the State.
“Notably, the tiger pop-
ulation in buffer zones sur-
rounding Madhya Pra-
desh’s nine tiger reserves
has increased from 526 to
785 over the past four
years, underlining the im-

grasslands and water fencingin ecologically sen- grasslands and water  portance of continued con-
resources. sitive buffer areas, imple-  sources, health monitoring  servation efforts,” the go-
“Key activities under the  mentation of wildlife pro-  and treatment of wild ani-  vernment said.
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