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Prelims Saarthi

➢ Lanjia Saora Tribal Group

Amidst regional ferment, Kurds quest for statehood
Why in News?

▪ Kurds demand for statehood

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Kurdish Quest for Statehood:
	◆ Kurdish Population: The Kurds are the world’s largest ethnic group without a state, spread across 

countries like Turkey, Iraq, Syria, and Iran.
	◆ Their population is estimated at 35 to 45 million, with a large diaspora in Europe.

	◆ Historical Context: The Kurdish quest for statehood dates back to 1920 with the Treaty of Sevres, 
which promised them a state, but it was thwarted by the Turkish nationalists.

	◆ Since then, their aspiration for a homeland has faced continuous suppression and displacement, 
particularly by Turkey.
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Where tariffs trump economics

Why in News?

	◆ Reciprocal tariffs

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – International Relations

Key Takeaways from the Article
	● Reciprocal Tariffs and Their Economic Impact:

	◆ Reciprocal Tariffs: These are taxes levied by 
one country in response to similar actions from 
another.

	◆ They often lead to negative economic impacts 
such as higher consumer prices, disrupted 
supply chains, and slower growth.

	◆ Impact on Global Trade: The recent U.S. tariff 
announcement has led to a decline in crude 
oil prices and increased market volatility, 
as fears grow regarding potential global trade 
slowdowns.
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	● Impact on South Asia and Southeast Asia:
	◆ Economic Vulnerability: The countries in South and Southeast Asia have been hit hard, especially 

Vietnam, Cambodia, and other Southeast Asian economies that rely on exports to the U.S.

	● Prospects for India:
	◆ India’s Merchandise Exports: India’s 

exports to the U.S. may fall by $7.76 
billion (6.4%) due to the proposed tariffs. 

	◆ India’s broader trade base must be 
diversified to offset these losses.

	◆ India must pursue a balanced trade deal 
with the U.S., deepen trade ties with other 
global players like the EU, U.K., Russia, 
Japan, South Korea, ASEAN, and UAE.

	● Strategic Recommendations for India:
	◆ India should prioritize diversification of 

its trade partnerships to reduce dependence 
on any single market, particularly the U.S. 

	◆ India must focus on reforms to make 
its trade processes more efficient, 
including simplifying the GST system and 
rationalizing tariffs.

	◆ The economic diplomacy should be 
leveraged to build stronger relations with 
emerging economies and traditional allies 
to create a more balanced global trade 
framework.
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Is the WTO still relevant?

Why in News?

	◆ WTO role amidst tariff war

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Declining Relevance of the WTO:
	◆ The WTO, established to ensure global trade stability, is 

increasingly viewed as ineffective.
	◆ Its three primary functions — negotiating trade 

agreements, dispute resolution, and trade monitoring 
— have largely been sidelined. 

	◆ The WTO’s inability to address critical issues such as 
agricultural subsidies, fisheries agreements, and market 
access has significantly diminished its relevance in 
global trade.

	● U.S. Actions and Tariff Measures:
	◆ The U.S. has raised tariffs on various countries, particularly China, and implemented Section 232 

and Section 301 tariffs on steel, aluminum, and China. 
	◆ These actions bypass WTO mechanisms, reflecting a growing trend of unilateralism.
	◆ The U.S. has criticized WTO’s handling of China’s role in global trade, especiallyregarding its 

flooding of markets with cheap exports while restricting access to its domestic market.
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	● India’s Role and Challenges in the WTO:
	◆ India has been a vocal critic of some WTO policies, 

particularly regarding agriculture and food security.
	◆ India’s concerns about the fairness of the WTO’s 

agricultural subsidy rules, which allow developed nations 
more leeway, have led to stalled negotiations.

	◆ India has consistently objected to global labor standards 
and environmental protections being discussed within the 
WTO framework, preferring bilateral negotiations on these 
issues.

	● Impact of WTO’s Inaction on Global Trade:
	◆ The WTO has failed to address the underlying issues 

of global trade imbalances and unfair practices, 
particularly by China. 

	◆ The inability to evolve with changing global economic 
dynamics has led to frustration and calls for reform.

Lanjia Saora Tribal Group

	◆ State - ?
	◆ Epics -?
	◆ Other names - ?
	◆ Other States - ?
	◆ Language - ?


