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THE HINDU ANALYSIS

TOPICS COVERED

▪  �Policy framework that fosters inclusivity in start-ups is need of the hour, say panellists (GS – II & III)
▪  A chance for India’s creative ecosystem to make waves (GS – III)
▪  Carrot and stick, The 2015 accord must be revived to prevent Iran going nuclear (GS – II)

Policy framework that fosters inclusivity in start-ups is need of the hour, say panellists

Context

	● Tamil Nadu’s startup ecosystem is expanding rapidly with focus on tech-driven and assistive 
innovations.

	● The Hindu Tamil Nadu Startup Summit 2025 highlighted the need for inclusive policies to ensure 
gender equality, disability inclusion, and diversification.
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Policy framework that fosters inclusivity in start-ups is need of the hour, say panellists

Key Highlights

Assistive Technology & Disability Inclusion
	● India emerging as a global hub for assistive technology.
	● Persons with disabilities contribute 5–7% to GDP — need for investment and innovation in this sector.
	● Inclusion must be part of formal policy frameworks.

Academia’s Role
	● Emphasis on entrepreneurial mindset in students via hackathons, research commercialization, and 

faculty-led startups (SRMIST example).
	● Industry-academia collaborations to align research with market demands.

Deep-Tech & Diversification
	● Push for deep-tech, research-based products, and manufacturing startups.
	● Consistency, expert collaborations, and long-term dedication essential for success (TeraLumen 

Solutions’ example in terahertz technology).
Impact & Importance

	● Empowers marginalized groups through innovation.
	● Encourages economic contribution and independence of persons with disabilities.
	● Builds a diverse and resilient startup ecosystem.

Challenges
	● Lack of inclusive policy incentives.
	● Limited funding for marginalized innovators.
	● Low awareness of assistive technologies.

Way Forward
	● Design inclusive startup policies with financial and infrastructural support.
	● Strengthen academic-industry partnerships.
	● Promote public-private collaborations for scaling inclusive innovations.

SOLVE MCQ

Which of the following is a key element highlighted at the Tamil Nadu Startup Summit 2025 for 
fostering inclusivity in India’s startup ecosystem?
(a) Promoting only tech-driven startups
(b) Investment in assistive technology and disability inclusion
(c) Focusing exclusively on traditional industries
(d) Limiting startup funding to women entrepreneurs only
Answer: (b) Investment in assistive technology and disability inclusion
Explanation:
The Tamil Nadu Startup Summit 2025 emphasized the need for inclusive policies that promote gender
equality, disability inclusion, and diversification in the startup ecosystem. A significant focus was placed on
assistive technology and the economic inclusion of persons with disabilities, as this sector is emerging as a
global hub in India. The summit highlighted the contribution of persons with disabilities to the GDP and 
stressed the need for innovation and investment in assistive technologies to empower marginalized groups and 
build a more inclusive startup environment.
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	● Option (a) (Promoting only tech-driven startups) is incorrect because the summit advocated for 
inclusive policies, not just tech-driven innovation.

	● Option (c) (Focusing exclusively on traditional industries) contradicts the focus on deep-tech and 
researchbased innovations discussed at the summit.

	● Option (d) (Limiting startup funding to women entrepreneurs only) is not aligned with the summit’s 
inclusive approach, which supports broader diversification across marginalized groups, including 
persons with disabilities.

A chance for India’s creative ecosystem to make waves

Context & Background

	● India aims to position itself as a global creative powerhouse amid global trade tensions.

	● The World Audio-Visual Entertainment Summit (WAVES) 2025, scheduled in Mumbai (May 
1–4, 2025), focuses on boosting the Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector through global 
partnerships and innovation.

	● Key initiative: WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX) — supporting startups with mentorship, funding, 
and global exposure.
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Key Highlights
	● Sector Growth: M&E sector projected to grow from ₹2,422 billion (2023) to ₹3,067 billion (2027).
	● Focus on AI, AR/VR, gaming, metaverse, animation.
	● Over 4,500 sellers and 5,900 buyers registered for WAVES Bazaar.
	● Emphasis on women-led startups (e.g., Lapwing Studios, Vygr Media).

Impact & Consequences
	● Boosts startup ecosystem and global collaborations. 
	● Positions India as a leader in creative technology and storytelling.
	● Potential to reduce brain drain by retaining talent within India.

Positives
	● Strong government backing.
	● Promotes inclusivity and innovation.
	● Strengthens India’s soft power globally.

Challenges
	● Execution risks and sustaining momentum postsummit.
	● Facing global competition.
	● Ensuring fair resource distribution among startups.

Way Forward
	● Focus on skill development and continuous startup engagement.
	● Build a robust monitoring system for outcomes.
	● Learn from global examples like Korea’s Hallyu Wave.

SOLVE MCQ
Which of the following is a key initiative discussed at the World Audio-Visual Entertainment Summit 
(WAVES) 2025 to promote India’s creative ecosystem?
(a) WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX) providing mentorship, funding, and global exposure
(b) Limiting sector growth to traditional media channels
(c) Focusing solely on film and television productions
(d) Promoting only women-led startups without other inclusivity measures
Answer: (a) WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX) providing mentorship, funding, and global exposure
Explanation:
The WAVES Xcelerator (WAVEX) is a key initiative at the WAVES 2025 Summit designed to support startups in 
the Media & Entertainment (M&E) sector through mentorship, funding, and global exposure. This initiative aims 
to foster innovation, boost the startup ecosystem, and position India as a global leader in creative technology and 
storytelling. The summit focuses on sectors like AI, AR/VR, gaming, metaverse, and animation, with an emphasis 
on global partnerships and inclusivity, particularly promoting women-led startups.

	● Option (b) (Limiting sector growth to traditional media channels) is incorrect as the summit focuses 
on innovative sectors such as AI, AR/VR, gaming, and the metaverse, not just traditional media.

	● Option (c) (Focusing solely on film and television productions) contradicts the diverse sector focus, 
which also includes newer technologies and startups.

	● Option (d) (Promoting only women-led startups without other inclusivity measures) overlooks the 
broader inclusivity agenda of the summit, which includes promoting innovation and diversity across 
the entire startup ecosystem.
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Carrot and stick, The 2015 accord must be revived to prevent Iran going nuclear

Context

	● Fresh diplomatic talks between the U.S. and Iran in Muscat and Rome (mediated by Oman).
	● Aim: Prevent Iran from weaponizing its nuclear program and revive the 2015 Joint Comprehensive 

Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Background
	● 2015: JCPOA signed — Iran limited nuclear activity in return for sanctions relief.
	● 2018: Trump withdrew from the deal → Iran accelerated uranium enrichment.
	● 2025: Talks resume amid rising tensions and regional instability.

Current Scenario
	● Iran capable of building a nuclear bomb within weeks (as per assessments).
	● U.S. follows carrot-and-stick policy: Offers talks but threatens military action.
	● Israel pushing for strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites, but Trump vetoes for now.
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Impacts Positives:
	● Avoids direct conflict, keeps diplomatic channels open.
	● Chance to stabilize West Asia and global energy markets.

Negatives:
	● Deep trust deficit due to past U.S. exit from JCPOA.
	● Military miscalculation risks remain high.

Way Forward
	● Gradual, trust-building steps (interim deals).
	● Strong IAEA oversight and regional involvement.
	● Revival of JCPOA as the negotiation base.

Conclusion
	● Diplomacy remains the only viable path.
	● Success needs commitment beyond military threats — focusing on de-escalation and mutual guarantees.


