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3rd May 2025
Mains Manthan

➢  �Strengthening parliamentary oversight in In-
dia (Page No – 6)

➢ �A profound shift in global order (Page No – 6)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ Mt. Makalu
➢ India’s first transhipment port

Strengthening parliamentary oversight in India
Why in News?

▪ Tools, mechanism to strengthen parliamentary oversight in India 

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity & Governance
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Historical Context:

	◆ The Constituent Assembly’s debates on India’s 
form of government led to the adoption of a 
parliamentary system.

	◆ Dr. B.R. Ambedkar emphasized that a 
parliamentary system ensures responsibility 
through daily accountability and periodic 
elections.

	● Parliamentary Oversight:

	◆ Despite having a robust system with mechanisms 
like Question Hour, Zero Hour, and Standing 
Committees, parliamentary oversight is often 
hindered by:

	◆ disruptions,

	◆ underutilisation of tools, and

	◆ ineffective committee work.

	● Successes of Oversight
	◆ Some parliamentary committees have had notable successes, like the Standing Committee on 

Railways waiving Indian Railways’ dividend payments and the Public Accounts Committee or 
Joint Parliamentary Committee exposing corruption during the Commonwealth Games in 2010.

	◆ Committees such as the Committee on Public Undertakings and the Estimates Committee have 
influenced major policy changes in infrastructure and energy production.
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	● Challenges in Parliamentary Oversight:
	◆ The current parliamentary structure 

is plagued by limited stakeholder 
engagement, lack of institutional 
expertise, and temporary committee 
structures.

	◆ Committees often focus on isolated 
issues rather than cross-cutting, 
systemic problems.

	◆ India lacks a formal process to track 
whether laws are achieving their 
intended impact.

	● Proposed Reforms:
	◆ Post-Legislative Scrutiny: Establish a formal process to track the effectiveness of laws and 

ensure timely course corrections. UK model?
	◆ Strengthening Committees: Ensure that committee reports are debated on the floor of Parliament, 

followed by mandatory responses from relevant ministers.



(4)

	● Proposed Reforms:
	◆ Technology Integration: Leverage Artificial Intelligence (AI) and data analytics to help MPs 

identify policy irregularities, track trends, and ask evidence-based questions.
	◆ This would modernize parliamentary processes and improve oversight.

	● Need for Parliamentary Empowerment:
	◆ The editorial stresses that for India to achieve “Maximum Governance,” it must also commit to 

“Maximum Accountability” by empowering Parliament with the tools and institutional support 
to effectively perform its oversight role. 

	◆ Technology can play a pivotal role in enhancing efficiency and transparency, enabling MPs to 
scrutinize complex policies and spending data effectively.
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Prelims Practice Question
Q. Consider the following statements regarding Parliamentary Committees in India:
1. The recommendations of parliamentary committees are binding on the government.
2. Departmentally Related Standing Committees scrutinise demands for grants of ministries.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only			   (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2		  (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Prelims Practice Question
Q. Which one of the following committees is not a Parliamentary Committee?
(a) Estimates Committee		  (b) Public Accounts Committee
(c) Delimitation Commission		 (d) Committee on Petitions

Prelims Practice Question

Tool Purpose
1. Question Hour Ministers answer pre-notified questions
2. Zero Hour Members raise urgent matters without notice
3. Motion of Thanks Scrutinizes demands for grants

Choose the correct code:
(a) 1 and 2 only			   (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only			   (d) All three

A profound shift in global order

Why in News?

	◆ India’s role in geopolitical dynamics

Syllabus

	◆ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
	◆ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● India’s Strategic Position:

	◆ India stands at a significant crossroads, reminiscent of historical moments, with opportunities 
and challenges in reshaping its role in global trade and power structures.

	◆ The U.S., China, the EU, and India have contributed significantly to global growth, with Asia, 
particularly China and India, regaining dominance in wealth and power.

	● Shift from Globalization to Bilateralism:

	◆ The editorial discusses how the traditional 
rulebased global order, symbolized by 
multilateralism and organizations like the 
WTO, is being disrupted by bilateral deals 
and a shift in the global balance of power.

	◆ The collapse of the G-7 and G-20 and the 
rise of new coalitions (BRICS) signal the 
decline of the U.S.-centric global order.
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	● Technological and Economic Independence:
	◆ India must focus on developing 

technological leadership, particularly 
in AI and software, rather than merely 
relying on manufacturing.

	◆ Drawing lessons from China, India 
should aim for national consensus on 
achieving prosperity and technological 
advancement without following the 
West’s economic model.

	● Proposed Global Governance Structure:
	◆ India is urged to propose a new cooperative 

framework with ASEAN and the African 
Union to tap into emerging markets as 
global consumption shifts away from the 
U.S. and Europe.

	◆ India’s world-class diplomats are called 
upon to help craft a new set of principles 
for global governance that reflects a more 
equitable world.

	● Challenges and Opportunities in Technological 
Innovation:

	◆ India should leverage its vast human talent, 
data, and digital infrastructure to build 
the best AI and large language models, thus 
enhancing its cyber power and influence on the 
global stage.

	◆ India should focus on renewable energy and 
creating a competitive digital economy to 
boost its technological capabilities.

	● Role of Patents in Prosperity:
	◆ The editorial highlights the importance of patents as 

an indicator of future prosperity and suggests that 
India needs to prioritise technology and innovation 
to lead in global markets.
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Prelims Practice Question
Q. Consider the following statements:
1.BRICS membership expanded in 2024 to include countries like Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia.
2.BRICS functions as a military alliance among emerging powers.
Which of the above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q. What is the significance of the International Solar Alliance (ISA)?
(a) It is a climate-financing platform under the IMF.
(b) It aims to promote nuclear energy in developing countries.
(c) It promotes solar energy deployment in tropical countries.
(d) It is a trade bloc of countries with abundant oil reserves.
Mt. Makalu (5th highest peak)

	◆ Mt. Makalu is the fourth tallest in Nepal and fifth highest peak on the Earth with its height 
8,463m. 

	◆ Mt. Makalu resides in the eastern Himalayas range just 19km southeast of the giant Mt. Everest 
in the border of Nepal and China.

	◆ At the base of Mt. Makalu, there lies a Barun Valley.
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India’s first dedicated container transshipment port

	◆ Vizhinjam International Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport in Kerala.
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