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The Hindu Analysis- 8th May 2025

▪  Indian forces hit Pakistan terror bases
▪  Strokes of justice : India must be prepared for escalatory action by Pakistan
▪  Pakistan’s complex web of terror networks
▪  India shuts Kartarpur Corridor, puts border districts on high alert

Indian forces hit Pakistan terrorbases

24 precision strikes hit infrastructure across nine sites used to train terrorists 
in Pakistan and PoK.

Targets destroyed without harming any civilian population, as per plan, says 
Defence Minister.
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What Happened?
 India carried out a surprise military operation called Operation Sindoor. 
In just 25 minutes, Indian forces hit 24 terrorist camps across Pakistan 
and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). These camps belonged to 
terror groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammed, and Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen.
The Indian strikes targeted places like Bahawalpur (headquarters of 
Jaish-e-Mohammed) and Muridke (main base of Lashkar-e-Taiba), 
both terrorist groups supported by Pakistan. 
The action was a response to a terrorist attack in Pahalgam (Jammu and Kashmir) on April 22. 
How Was It Done?

	● The strikes happened between 1:05 a.m. and 1:30 a.m.
	● Targets were chosen carefully, based on solid intelligence.
	● The Indian Army and Air Force both took part.
	● Advanced missiles like SCALP and HAMMER were likely used, without crossing the border

What Was Pakistan’s Reaction? 
Pakistan claimed 31 people died and 57 were injured, and warned that it would respond “at a time and place 
of its choosing”. 
Historical Context  
This is the third major strike by India on Pakistani terror infrastructure in the last 10 years — after the Uri 
surgical strikes (2016) and Balakot air strikes (2019).

Strokes of justice

Bigger Message?

India showed that it won’t stay silent after terror attacks. Like in 2019 (Balakot strikes), India again used open 
military action, not just diplomacy or sanctions.

What Does This Mean for Pakistan?
	● Pakistan has long used terrorists to attack India while hiding behind its nuclear weapons.
	● India is now showing that it can hit back even if Pakistan keeps denying involvement.

Will This Change Pakistan?
 Maybe not easily. Pakistan still supports radical groups and once even hid Osama bin Laden, the world’s 
most wanted terrorist.
What Should India Do Next?

	● Keep investigating the Pahalgam attack.
	● Stay alert for any retaliation from Pakistan.
	● Make sure that no internal communal tension is allowed to grow, as that’s what terrorists want.
	● Work with other countries to put pressure on Pakistan to stop supporting terrorism.

Pakistan’s complex web of terror networks

Pakistan’s terror infrastructure has survived for decades within its security establishment, which views these 
forces as strategic assets.
Pakistan has been placed on and off the Financial Action Task Force ‘grey list’ since 2008 for failing to 
dismantle terror financing networks.
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The Soviet-Afghan War of 1979 was the inflection point when Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI), backed by U.S. funding, systematically cultivated jihadi infrastructure that evolved into today’s 
sophisticated terror network. 
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Terrorist outfits which are said to have Pakistan support
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) is a major terrorist group supported by 
Pakistan, mainly used to target India. It started in the 1990s and 
is led by Hafiz Saeed, a globally wanted terrorist who still lives 
freely in Pakistan despite being under international sanctions.

	● Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi – One of the key planners of 
the 2008 Mumbai attacks.

	● Zafar Iqbal and Yahya Mujahid – Senior leaders in 
the group.

Where It Operates:
	● Main base: Markaz-e-Taiba, a large 200-acre headquarters near Lahore.

	● Other bases in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and cities like Peshawar, Lahore, and Karachi. 
Ideology:

	● Follows a strict religious belief (Ahl-e-Hadith) and spreads hatred against India.

	● Runs over 300 madrassas (religious schools) in Pakistan to promote its ideas. 
Attacks by LeT:

	● 2008 Mumbai attacks – 166 people killed.

	● 2006 Mumbai train blasts – 209 people killed.

	● 2010 Pune German Bakery blast – 17 killed (linked through another group, Indian Mujahideen).
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) is a Pakistani terrorist group founded in 2000 by Masood Azhar, who was 
released from an Indian jail after the IC-814 hijacking. 
Leadership & Structure:

	● Masood Azhar and his brother Abdul Rauf Asghar directly control 
the group.

	● JeM has 3 main divisions:

	◆ Military wing (carries out attacks)
	◆ Missionary wing (recruits and radicalises people)

	◆ Intelligence wing (gathers information)
Where It Operates:

	● Main base: Bahawalpur in Pakistan’s Punjab (heavily guarded).

	● Training camps in:
	◆ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) – 7 camps
	◆ Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) – 4 camps

	◆ Afghanistan (recently rebuilt camps)
	● The Balakot camp, destroyed by India in 2019, was rebuilt and trains suicide bombers. 
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Ideology:
	● Follows Deobandi Islam with a focus on suicide attacks and martyrdom.

Major Attacks:
	● 2001 Indian Parliament attack
	● 2019 Pulwama attack (40 Indian soldiers killed)
	● Known for suicide bombings and infiltration of military bases

Other Terror Groups:
	● Haqqani Network:

	◆ Operates near the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.
	◆ Led by Sirajuddin Haqqani, now a minister in Afghanistan, even though the U.S. has a $10 

million reward on him.
	◆ Works closely with Pakistan’s spy agency (ISI) and helps with anti-India operations.

	● ISIS-K (Islamic State Khorasan):
	◆ Formed by former Taliban members, based in eastern Afghanistan and tribal Pakistan.
	◆ Even though they oppose Pakistan, some Pakistani officials quietly allow their operations.

	● Harakat ul-Mujahidin (HUM):
	◆ Helps recruit people for terror groups like LeT and JeM through religious schools in Pakistan.

Pakistan’s State Support:
	● Pakistan’s involvement with terrorism is not just a claim — it’s backed by proof, witness accounts, 

and intelligence reports.
	● Pakistan’s spy agency (ISI) supports terrorism through:

	◆ Funding and planning (via the “S-Wing”)
	◆ Help from retired soldiers
	◆ Supplying weapons, training, and information

	● Pakistan pretends to fight terrorism, but actually makes a distinction:
	◆ “Good terrorists” — those who serve Pakistan’s goals, like attacking India.
	◆ “Bad terrorists” — those who attack Pakistan itself.

Global Evidence:
	● Pakistan has been placed on the FATF “grey list” many times (2008–2022) for failing to stop terror 

financing.
	● Even Pakistan’s own leaders admitted this:

	◆ Musharraf said they trained terrorists for Kashmir.
	◆ Nawaz Sharif confirmed state support for terror groups.
	◆ Recent ministers said Pakistan did the “dirty work” for the West, referring to support for terror 

groups in exchange for foreign help.
How Terror Groups Get Money:

	● Religious charities are used as fronts — 40+ fake charities collect $150–200 million a year.
	● Pakistani government secretly gives funds (around $100–125 million annually).
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	● Illegal money transfers (hawala) move funds through cities like Dubai, Karachi, and Peshawar.
	● Drug trafficking across Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India earns about $75 million a year.
	● Cryptocurrency is also used — over $15 million was moved this way in 2023.

Even though the global watchdog FATF pressured Pakistan to act, they just renamed the banned groups and 
kept the funding alive
How Radicalisation Happens:

	● Over 30,000 madrassas (religious schools) exist in Pakistan.
	◆ 10–15% are directly tied to terror groups.

	● These madrassas often:
	◆ Teach extremist ideology and promote violence against India.
	◆ Spread ideas through books, websites, and social media.
	◆ Recruit poor, vulnerable youth, who are easy targets for brainwashing.

This creates a cycle where new terrorists are constantly trained and recruited, keeping the network alive.
This isn’t just India’s problem — such state-backed terrorism is a threat to world peace.
The world must push Pakistan to shut down these groups completely, not just rename or hide them.

India shuts Kartarpur Corridor, puts border districts on high alert
Security has been increased in Punjab, especially near the India-Pakistan border.
The Kartarpur Corridor (which allows Indian pilgrims to visit a holy site in Pakistan without a visa) was 
shut temporarily by the Indian government due to security concerns.
The Kartarpur Corridor had been opened in 2019 for pilgrims to visit Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib (the final 
resting place of Guru Nanak Dev) in Pakistan.
5,000 pilgrims a day are normally allowed, but on Wednesday, those who came to the corridor were sent 
back.
No ‘Beating Retreat’ ceremony (a daily military event) was held at the Attari border in Amritsar.
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