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12th May 2025
Mains Manthan 

➢ �Why India must get the Caste Census right? 
(Page No – 8)

➢ �How Kerala is handling its waste problem? 
(Page No – 10)

➢ Total Fertility Rate in India (Page No– 6)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ Indian Grey Wolf
➢ Mogadishu
➢ World’s longest banana infructescense

Why India must get the Caste Census right?
Why in News?

▪ Union Cabinet approved first ever Caste Census

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity, Governance & Social Justice
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Need for Caste Enumeration:
	◆ The Modi government’s decision to include caste enumeration in the Census is seen as an 

important step towards evidence-based policymaking that can address marginalization and 
caste-based discrimination in India.

	◆ Caste data is essential to ensure that reservations and affirmative actions are based on accurate 
data.

	● Historical Context and Constitutional Mandates:
	◆ The Indian Constitution mandates social justice 

through reservations in education, public 
employment, and electoral constituencies.

	◆ Dr. B.R. Ambedkar denounced the omission of 
caste data in the 1951 Census. 

	◆ The Supreme Court has recognised caste as a 
proxy for backwardness and has emphasised 
the need for detailed caste-wise data for 
upholding reservation policies.
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	● Challenges and Failures of the SECC-2011:
	◆ The Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 failed due to lack of legal authority, 

poor execution, and confusion in caste data collection.

	● Current Caste Data Gaps:
	◆ Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) have been enumerated since 1951, but 

Other Backward Classes (OBCs) have not been adequately recorded.
	◆ Elite capture and disparities in benefits within OBCs remain prevalent due to the lack of 

granular caste data.
	◆ The Marathas, Patidars, Jats, and others have made political demands for reservations based 

on incomplete data.
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	● Blueprint for a Successful Caste Census:
	◆ Legal backing
	◆ Institutional expertise
	◆ Standardized questionnaires
	◆ State-specific caste lists
	◆ Enumerator training
	◆ Pilot testing

How Kerala is handling its waste problem?

Why in News?

▪ Waste generation due to increased urbanization

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● The Vruthi Campaign:
	◆ Launched in October 2024, focusing on cleanliness of both body and mind, with significant 

participation from all sectors of society.
	◆ 75% of households reached for waste collection, up from 40% in the previous year.
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	● Kerala’s Changing Waste Problem:
	◆ Kerala’s waste generation increased due to 

urbanization and market-driven products 
after liberalization. 

	◆ The state’s old practice of backyard waste 
management was no longer feasible due to 
increasing urban consumption.

	● Key Initiatives:
	◆ ‘Malinya Muktham Nava Keralam’ campaign to make 

Kerala garbage-free, emphasizing decentralized solutions 
and community engagement.

	◆ Collaboration of various sectors like Haritha Karmasena, 
local governments, and voluntary groups.

	◆ Efforts also focused on addressing health crises and 
promoting public space hygiene.

	● Comparison with Swachh Bharat Mission:
	◆ SBM is top-down, focusing on infrastructure and supply-driven models, while Kerala’s Vruthi 

is participatory and behavioral.
	◆ Kerala focuses on decentralized solutions, emphasizing local adaptation rather than imposing a 

one-size-fits-all approach.
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	● Centralized vs Decentralized Waste Management:

	◆ Successes in centralized solutions (e.g., 
Guruvayur Municipality) but also failures 
(e.g., Kochi Brahmapuram fire).

	◆ Kerala has increased funding to local 
governments, but there are still capacity-
building challenges at the local level.

	● Behavioral Change and EPR Laws:

	◆ Behavioral change is emphasized with the 
slogan ‘My waste, my responsibility’.

	◆ The need to strengthen Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) laws to ensure 
better waste management and producer 
accountability.

Total Fertility Rate in India remains at 2.0; Bihar & Bengal

Why in News?

▪ Total Fertility Rate in India 

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice 
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● Total Fertility Rate (TFR):

	◆ India’s national TFR remains at 2.0 in 2021, indicating 
replacement level fertility.

	◆ States like Delhi and West Bengal have the lowest TFR at 1.4, 
while Bihar records the highest TFR at 3.0, signaling significant 
regional disparities in fertility patterns.

	◆ States like Kerala, Delhi, and Haryana have reached the 
replacement level fertility of 2.1.

	● Demographic Shifts:
	◆ The proportion of children aged 0-14 years has dropped 

significantly from 41.2% in 1971 to 24.8% in 2021, indicating 
a declining younger population.

	◆ The economically active population (15-59 years) has increased from 53.4% in 1971 to 66.2% 
in 2021, reflecting a growing workforce.

	◆ The elderly population (60+) has risen, with Kerala having the highest percentage at 14.4%.

	● Female Marriage Age:
	◆ The mean age at effective marriage for women 

has increased from 19.3 years in 1990 to 22.5 years 
in 2021, indicating changing social norms around 
marriage and family life.
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	● Challenges in Population Growth:

	◆ The Interim Budget 2024 hinted at a high-power 
committee to address challenges arising from 
population growth and demographic changes. 

	◆ States like Bihar with high fertility rates and a 
youthful population require targeted policies in 
family planning, education, and employment.

	◆ States like Kerala, facing an aging population, 
need social protection schemes for the elderly.

	● Policy and Economic Implications:
	◆ The shift in fertility patterns has major 

socioeconomic and health policy implications, 
such as the need for better healthcare for the 
elderly and improved employment opportunities 
for youth.

	◆ The editorial also suggests that India must manage 
the aging population while leveraging the youth bulge for economic growth.

Indian GreyWolf

	● Kadbanwadi Grassland:

	◆ District?

	◆ State?

	◆ Species?

	◆ IUCN Status?

	◆ Schedule?
Mogadishu (Places in News)

	● Mogadishu
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World’s longest banana infructescense

	● Discovery of Musa indandamanensis:
	◆ The species has the world’s longest infructescence (4.2 meters) recorded in the wild banana 

family.
	◆ Musa indandamanensis was first discovered in 2012 on Little Andaman Islands, with the 

infructescence growing to 3 meters at the time. 
	◆ Nat Park - ?

Prelims PYQs (2016)

Q. Recently, our scientists have discovered a new and distinct species of banana plant which attains 
a height of about 11 metres and has orange-coloured fruit pulp. In which part of India has it been 
discovered? [2016]
(A) Andaman Islands
(B) Anaimalai Forests
(C) Maikala Hills
(D) Tropical rain forests of the Northeast
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