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4. Editorial: A caste census is not a silver bullet for social justice

On May 10, after several days of military tensions, India and Pakistan agreed to stop all firing on land, air, and
sea. This was seen as a step towards peace.

By May 15, the Indian Army confirmed that both countries had agreed to continue the ceasefire and take steps to
lower military alertness. However, they did not provide details on what specific “confidence-building measures”
were being taken or whether DGMOs had spoken again.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, Ishaq Dar, told his Parliament that India and Pakistan had military-level talks on

May 14 and 15, and claimed the ceasefire would end on May 18.

‘Understanding’ with Pak.
has no ‘expiry date’: Army

Dinakar Meri
MNEW DELHI

Following repeated asser-
tions by Pakistan that the
understanding to “stop all
firing and military action
on land, in the air, and sea”™
ended on Sunday, the In-
dian Army said that there
was “no expiry date” to the
agreement.

“No Director-General of
Military Operations
[DGMO] talks are sche-
duled today. As far as con-
tinuation of break in hostil-
ities, as decided in DGMOs"
interaction of May 12, there
is no expiry date to it,” the
Army said on Sunday.

Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar had earlier in-
formed the country’s Par-
liament that India and
Pakistan held “military-to-
military communications”™
on May 14 and 15 and the
ceasefire was till May 18.

On May 15, the Indian

Calm watch: Security personnel at Gupkar H-::l-:u:l on the banks of
the Dal Lake in Srinagar on Sunday. PTI

and Pakistan had agreed to
continue the stoppage of
all firing that came into ef-
fect from S p.m. on May 10
following days of military
confrontation, and conti-
nue the “confidence build-
ing measures” to reduce
the alertness level. But the
Army did not clarify if the
DGMOs spoke that day and
what confidence-building

measures would be taken.

RELATED REPORTS ON

India to apprise
FATYF of terror
bases in Pakistan

NEW DELHI

Indian authorities are planning
to apprise the Financial Action
Task Force of the latest
evidence related to the terror
infrastructures in Pakistan
which were destroyed by the
defence forces during the
Operation Sindoor in the
afterrmath of the Pahalgam
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In response, the Indian Army clarified on May 19 (Sunday) that:

e There is no end date to the ceasefire agreement from the DGMOs’ talk on May 12.

e No fresh DGMO talks were scheduled for that day.

e The ceasefire continues, and there’s no “expiry date” to it.
In Simple Terms:
Pakistan said the ceasefire had a deadline (till May 18), but the Indian Army made it clear that there is no such
deadline, and the agreement to stop firing remains in place unless officially changed by both sides.
Related:
Shimla Agreement
The Shimla Agreement was signed after the 1971 India-Pakistan war, which led to the creation of Bangladesh
(earlier East Pakistan). India had captured over 90,000 Pakistani soldiers, and Pakistan had suffered a major
defeat. To normalize relations, both countries agreed to meet at Shimla.
Both countries agreed to settle all disputes — including Kashmir — only through peaceful means and bilateral
talks (no third-party mediation like UN or other countries).
Both sides agreed to respect the existing Line of Control in Jammu & Kashmir and not try to change it by force.
They committed to not use threats or violence against each other.

On May 18 at 5:59 a.m., ISRO launched a rocket called PSLV-C61 (Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle) in its XL
version. The rocket was carrying a satellite named EOS-09, meant to be placed in a sun-synchronous polar orbit
around Earth.

However, just a few minutes after takeoff, there was a problem in the third stage of the rocket, and the mission
failed.

The ISRO Chairman, V. Narayanan, said that pressure dropped inside the motor casing of the third stage during
the flight.

Because of this drop in pressure, the rocket couldn’t perform

WHAT IS IT?

PSLV: centre of attention

Vasudevan Mukunth

At 5.59 am on May 18, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) launched
a PSLV rocket in its XL
configuration. It was carrying
a satellite called E05-09,
which it planned to deposit
into a sun-synchrenous polar
arbit (SSPO) around the
earth. The mission was
designated C61. But a few
minutes after liftoff, the
rocket suffered a problem in
its third stage and the
PSLV-CE1 mission ended in a
failure.

PSLV stands for “Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicle” It
was originally built to launch

The PSLY-CST mission lifts off on September 2, 2023,
carrying the Aditya-L1 spacecraft. /1

which uses unsymmaetrical dimethylhydrazine as
fuel and nitrogen tetroxide as oxidiser to develop a
thrust of 0.8 MN, The third stage is back to using

TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

satellites into SSPOs. It's a
four-stage rocket. Each stage
is defined by a set of engines
that often fire together. Once
they are done, the rocket
jettisons that stage so that
the remaining stages have
less mass to lift.

PSLV's first stage engine
burns hydroxyl-terminated
polybutadiene-bound (HTFB)
propellant to generate a peak
thrust of 4.8 MN. {In its XL
configuration, six strap-on
boosters augment the first
stage.)

The second stage is
powered by a Vikas engine,

HTPB as fuel whereas the fourth burns a
combination of monomethylhydrazine and mixed
oxides of nitrogen in two engines.

After the failure of PSLV-C61 became clear, ISRO
chairman V. Narayanan said the chamber pressure
in the casing that contained the third-stage motor
fell during the flight, leading to the unfortunate
outcome. ISRO will assess the reasons for the loss
of pressure in the coming days and subsequently
reattempt the mission to launch (another copy of)

EOS-09,
R
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PSLYV rocket:

e PSLV is a four-stage rocket, meaning it works in 4 parts (stages), one after the other.
e FEach stage fires its engines, then drops off to reduce weight so the next stage can work more efficiently

PSLV

— 4TH STAGE
Liquid Stage
with Engines

— 3RD STAGE

&

— 2ND STAGE

Earth-Storable
e Liquid Stage

— 1ST STAGE

Large Solid
Rocket Motor

High-Performance
Solid Rocket Motor

India plans to share new evidence with the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) about terror camps in Pakistan that were destroyed during Operation
Sindoor—a response to the Pahalgam terror attack.
Why is India doing this?
o FATF mainly focuses on whether countries are technically following
anti-money laundering (AML) and counter-terrorism financing
(CTF) rules.
e The brutal Pahalgam attack has made it necessary for India to
highlight that terror infrastructure still exists in Pakistan.
e India will now raise this issue in global forums, showing how
Pakistani authorities are still supporting banned terrorist groups.

India to apprise FATF of
latest evidence on terror
infrastructure in Pakistan

Pahilgm killings have necessitated sharing of information about existing terror bases in Pak
with the watchdog, a govi. official says; country was removed from the FATF Grey List in 2022

on October
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Background on FATF and Pakistan:
e The FATF is a global watchdog that monitors how countries deal with terror funding and money
laundering.
e If a country is not doing enough, it can be placed on the “Grey List”, which affects its economy and
global image.
Timeline of FATF and Pakistan:
2008: Pakistan was put on the Grey List for the first time.
2009: Removed.
2012-2015: Put under increased monitoring again.
June 2018: Back on the Grey List due to serious gaps in tackling terror financing.
October 2021: FATF said Pakistan had done 26 out of 27 tasks, but still hadn’t fully shown action
against senior leaders of terror groups.

e October 2022: Pakistan was removed from the Grey List, but was told to keep improving.
Being on the Grey List limits a country’s access to international financial aid and foreign investments.

The Indian government has announced that the next national Census will include caste data, especially focusing
on Other Backward Classes (OBCs).
Why caste census is important?

e [t provides data on the socio-economic condition of different castes, especially OBCs.

It can help design better affirmative action policies.
e [t can legitimize welfare schemes in court by offering solid evidence.
e [t can reveal inequality within OBCs, helping identify Extremely Backward Classes (EBCs).
But there are limitations:
e A caste census alone can’t solve social injustice.
e The Census is meant to collect neutral data, not guide policy or become a political tool.
e Relying too much on the Census risks politicising it and burdening it beyond its role.
Data alone doesn’t make policy
e India has often made major policy moves without perfect data — e.g., Mandal Commission, land
reforms, and EWS reservations.
e Despite already having extensive data (from SECC, NFHS, NCRB, etc.), the government has not
implemented bold reforms for OBCs, SCs, and STs.
e Marginalised groups still lack representation in the private sector, higher education, judiciary, and
bureaucracy.
Conclusion:
e A caste census may provide better data, but real change needs political will.
e Without strong leadership and moral commitment, data remains unused.
e Social justice in India depends more on action and intent than on statistics.

New Caledonia, a French island territory in the Pacific, has a long-standing demand for independence, especially
from the indigenous Kanak population.
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The 1998 Nouméa Accord gave the region autonomy and led to three independence referendums (2018, 2020,
2021).

All rejected independence, but the final vote was boycotted by pro-independence groups, making its legitimacy
disputed.

Current Crisis: A French proposal in 2024 to “unfreeze” the electoral roll sparked deadly riots, as this was
seen as dllutlng Kanak influence. (to change rules which restrict votlng rlghts to only long -term residents)
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Q. With reference to the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) developed by ISRO, consider the following
statements:

1. PSLV is a four-stage rocket that uses both solid and liquid propellants.

2. Chandrayaan-1 in 2008 and Mars Orbiter Spacecraft in 2013 were launched from PSLV.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C.Both 1 and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Q. Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: New Caledonia, a French island territory in the Pacific, is demanding for independence.
Statement-I1: Most recent reason is the reaction of kanak people to a French proposal which talk about “unfreezing”
the electoral roll.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

Options: (a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II explains Statement-I*

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct, but Statement-II does not explain Statement-I

(c) Statement-I is correct, but Statement-II is incorrect (d) Statement-I is incorrect, but Statement-II is correct
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Q.VWith reference to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), consider the following statements:
1. It is an inter-governmental body dedicated to combating money laundering and terrorist financing.
2. Recently Pakistan was removed from the Grey List, but was told to keep improving.

3. Grey List limits a country’s access to international financial aid and foreign investments.

How many of the statements given above are correct?

A. Only one

B. Only two

C. All three

D. None
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