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The Hindu Analysis- 20 May 2025

Topics Covered
	● ‘Pak. did not resort to nuclear signalling’
	● In the wake of crisis, the need for bipartisanship
	● e-Zero FIR initiative
	● Understanding India’s relationship with Turkey and Azerbaijan
	● Pakistan’s attacks targeting Golden Temple were thwarted: Army official

‘Pak. did not resort to nuclear signalling’

Context: Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri briefed the Standing Committee on External Affairs on the India-
Pakistan military conflict in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack and Operation Sindoor.
The meeting was chaired by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor.
Crux of the Report:

	● Pakistan did not engage in any nuclear signalling during or after Operation Sindoor.

	● U.S. Not Involved: The U.S. was neither involved in nor informed about the ceasefire; Trump’s 
early announcement was coincidental and not based on prior information.

India’s DGMO communicated with his Pakistani counterpart only after the first strike of Operation Sindoor.
India reaffirmed its response was due to the Pahalgam attack and maintained its stance against third-party 
mediation.
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In the wake of crisis, the need for bipartisanship

The terrorist attack in Pahalgam, on April 22, 2025 has once again shaken our collective conscience,
reminding us of the fragility of peace in a region.
We need to recognise the critical importance of bipartisanship —both in shaping our response and in ensuring 
that national security does not become another theatre for political posturing.

Issue:
Every time there’s a terror attack, instead of standing united, political parties start blaming each other or using 
it to gain public support.
We saw this after the Pulwama attack in 2019, where swift retaliatory action became intertwined with 
campaign narratives. That was perhaps inevitable, since the general election was only weeks away.
Security beyond partisan interests
Terrorism is a scourge that demands a decisive, well-coordinated response, not knee-jerk reactions shaped by 
party ideologies.
Examples of Unity from the Past

	● Kargil War (1999): Despite political rivalry, the government and Opposition stood together.
	● Surgical Strikes (2016): All parties supported the response to the Uri attack.
	● International Examples:

	◆ USA after 9/11: Both parties came together to strengthen security.
	◆ New Zealand (2019): All parties supported quick gun control after a terror attack.
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	◆ Ukraine Crisis: Western nations united politically to support Ukraine and oppose Russia.
Lessons from Indian History

	◆ In 1994, PM Narasimha Rao (Congress) sent Atal Bihari Vajpayee (BJP) to the UN to represent 
India on Kashmir.

	● This showed that India can rise above party politics in national interest.
	● Sadly, such unity hasn’t been seen much in the last 30 years.
	●

The Problem Today
	● Politics has become bitter and personal.
	● Parties act more like enemies than adversaries.
	● Social media has made the political environment even more divisive.
	● Every issue is made black-or-white, right-or-wrong, without space for grey areas or dialogue. 

What’s the Risk?
	● When India looks divided at home, it encourages enemies like terrorists.
	● Loud political fights don’t help the country — they distract from real security planning.

Need for a non-partisan security doctrine
What India needs today is a structured national security doctrine that remains insulated from electoral 
cycles — one that provides a clear vision on counter-terrorism, intelligence-sharing, and strategic deterrence 
without becoming a tool for political one-upmanship.
True political leadership demands statesmanship over populism, clarity over chaos.

e-Zero FIR initiative
The government has launched a new system called the e-Zero FIR initiative to tackle financial cybercrimes 
more effectively.
How Does It Work?

	● If someone loses ₹10 lakh or more in an online financial fraud and 
reports it through:

	◆ the 1930 cybercrime helpline, or

	◆ the cybercrime.gov.in portal,

An FIR will now be registered automatically.
 This is called an e-Zero FIR.
The system has been launched as a pilot project in Delhi.
How Does It Work Technically?
It involves connecting three systems:
1.  I4C’s Cybercrime Reporting Portal (where the complaint is filed),
2.  Delhi Police’s e-FIR system (to register the FIR digitally),
3.  �National Crime Record Bureau’s tracking system (to monitor and 

track criminals).
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Understanding India’s relationship with Turkey and Azerbaijan

Context:
After Turkiye and Azerbaijan supported Pakistan 
following the Pahalgam attack, many Indians began 
boycotting travel and trade with the two countries:

	● Tour bookings to Turkiye and Azerbaijan saw 
mass cancellations.

	● Indian tour operators withdrew offers and 
packages.

	● Social media campaigns calling for a boycott 
gained momentum.

	● Top Indian institutions like IIT Bombay, IIT 
Roorkee, and JNU suspended ties with Turkish 
universities.

Turkiye, Pakistan, and Azerbaijan
	● Turkiye and Pakistan have a strong defense 

relationship.
	◆ Turkiye has been exporting artillery and 

armoured vehicles to Pakistan since the 
1990s.

They support each other diplomatically:
	◆ Turkiye supports Pakistan on Kashmir.
	◆ Pakistan backs Turkiye on Cyprus.

	● In 2020, Turkiye supported Azerbaijan in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

India’s Position
	● India exports weapons to Armenia, mainly missile systems and rocket launchers.
	● No arms deals exist between India and either Turkiye or Azerbaijan.

Trade Impact
	● India imports very little from Turkiye and Azerbaijan:

	◆ Crude oil imports from them are less than 1% of India’s total.
	◆ Machinery imports from Turkiye are also about 1%.

	● But India is a major buyer of Azerbaijan’s oil —
	● any trade cut would hurt Azerbaijan more.
	● On the night of May 7–8, Pakistan launched drone and missile attacks targeting the Golden Temple 

in Amritsar, Punjab.
	● The Indian Army successfully intercepted and stopped these attacks.
	● Pakistan specifically targeted the Golden Temple, a sacred Sikh shrine, aiming to provoke religious 

tensions.
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Golden Temple (Harmandir Sahib)

	● The Golden Temple, also called Harmandir Sahib or Darbar Sahib, is the holiest shrine of Sikhism.
	● Located in Amritsar, Punjab, India. 
	● Built in 14th century by Guru Arjan Dev Ji, the 5th Sikh Guru.
	● Guru Arjan installed the scripture of Sikhism inside the new gurdwara in 1604.
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