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The Hindu Analysis 21st May 2025

Topics Covered
	● Diplomatic outreach visits begin today, Pg 1
	● A tragedy recorded for posterity: inscription near temple in Karnataka lists drought deaths in 

1539, Pg 6
	● Trade diplomacy: India’s trade restrictions on Bangladesh may backfire, Pg 8
	● Scheme-based workers, the struggle for an identity, Pg 8
	● Progress should not just be fast but future-proof, Pg 9
	● After a gap of two years, Shirui Lily Festival begins on a thorny note in Manipur, Pg 12
	● Kurma Mela: The science of mass nesting of Olive Ridley turtles
	● Personality in the news

Diplomatic outreach visits begin today, Pg1

Syllabus

GS Paper 2 – International Relations

GS Paper 3 – Internal Security
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Key points from the article

A tragedy recorded for posterity: inscription near temple in Karnataka
 lists drought deaths in 1539, Pg. 6

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 1 – Indian Culture: Indian heritage, Art & Architecture, Inscriptions
	● GS Paper 1 – Geography: Natural calamities and their impact on society
	● GS Paper 1 – History: Historical sources and their interpretation
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Key points from the article

	● A 16th-century inscription was discovered at the 
Chandrashekara temple in Guttala, Haveri district 
(Karnataka), documenting 6,307 deaths due to drought in 
1539 CE.

	● It is considered the earliest known epigraphic evidence of 
a humanitarian disaster caused by a natural calamity in 
Indian history.

	● The inscription is written in the Kannada language and script, 
dated Saka 1461 (August 18, 1539 CE).

	● It records that during the reign of Immadi Ramasara of 
Guttavala, Marulaiah Odeya carried the bodies in baskets 
and buried them.

	● A rare sculpture alongside the inscription depicts a person 
carrying dead bodies in a basket, serving as a visual 
representation of the calamity.

	◆ Epigraphy: Study and interpret ancient inscriptions as a source of historical information.
	◆ Bara: Traditional term in Kannada and other Indian languages for famine or drought.
	◆ Saka Era: A historical calendar used in India, beginning 

in 78 CE, often used in inscriptions.
	● The inscription explicitly uses the term bara to denote famine 

or drought.
	● It is valuable for its socio-economic insights, shedding 

light on climatic conditions, demographic impact, and 
administrative responses of that period.

	● It documents traditional coping mechanisms, reflecting 
how communities responded to natural disasters in the past.

	● The find can aid researchers in studying historical climate 
patterns and community resilience.

	● Discovered by the Epigraphy Wing of the ASI, which recorded over 1,000 inscriptions in 2024–25.

Trade diplomacy: India’s trade restrictions on Bangladesh may backfire, Pg8

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 2 –International Relations

	● GS Paper 3 – Economy
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Scheme-based workers, the struggle for an identity, Pg. 8

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 2 – Governance: Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections
	● GS Paper 3 – Inclusive Growth, Labour Reforms, Employment and Social Security

Key points from the article
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Progress should not just be fast but futureproof, Pg.9

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 3 – Environment: Climate Change, Adaptation Strategies
	● GS Paper 2 – Governance: Disaster Management, Policy Implementation
	● Essay Paper – Topics on Sustainable Development and Resilience
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Key points from the article

	● Over 80% of India’s population resides in climate-
vulnerable districts.

	● India lacks a comprehensive framework for climate risk 
assessment.

	● Systemic climate threats include floods, heatwaves, 
erratic monsoons, and droughts, impacting health, 
economy, and national security.

	● India’s climate adaptation efforts are largely reactive, 
not predictive or preventive.

	● According to the UN Environment Programme, every 
$1 invested in adaptation yields $4 in economic returns.

	● A National Adaptation Plan (NAP) was submitted in 
2023, in line with Article 7 of the Paris Agreement.

	● Climate Physical Risks (CPRs) include both sudden disasters and long-term issues like water 
scarcity and changing disease patterns.

	● CPR = Hazard × Exposure × 
Vulnerability — a formula used 
to assess risk and guide adaptation 
planning.

	● India relies on fragmented data 
from multiple agencies; there’s no 
centralised national risk data hub.

	● Countries like the U.S., U.K., and 
New Zealand embed CPRs into their 
financial, infrastructure, and disaster 
management policies.

	● India’s financial regulators (e.g. SEBI, RBI) are transitioning from voluntary to mandatory 
climate risk disclosures.

	● There is a pressing need to equip both public and private sectors to use CPR data for future-
proofing infrastructure and services.

After a gap of two years, Shirui Lily Festival begins on a thorny note in Manipur, Pg12

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 1 – Indian Society: Communalism, Regionalism, Ethnic Conflicts

	● GS Paper 3 – Internal Security
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Kurma Mela: The science of mass nesting of Olive Ridely turtlesddddd

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 3 – Environment
	● GS Paper 1 – Geography: Animal Migration, Coastal Ecosystems

Olive Ridely Turtles
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Personality in the news
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