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Use international law to take on Pakistan-backed terror
Why in News?

▪ Pakistan state-sponsored terrorism

Syllabus 

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● “Lawfare” Strategy Against Pakistan:

	◆ India can deploy international law (“lawfare”) to confront 
Pakistan’s continued support of cross-border terrorism, as a 
complement to kinetic measures like military action.

	◆ By leveraging terrorism conventions, India can hold Pakistan 
accountable through international legal avenues.

	● Terrorism Conventions:

	◆ India and Pakistan are signatories to various terrorism 
conventions:

	◆ SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism,

	◆ International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing 
of Terrorism (ICSFT), and 

	◆ International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings (Terrorist Bombing 
Convention).

	● India’s Legal Case:

	◆ India should gather and publicize evidence of Pakistan’s involvement in acts of terrorism, such as 
the 2008 Mumbai attacks and the Pahalgam terror attack.

	◆ India should present this evidence in international forums and use it to build a solid legal case 
against Pakistan, referring to specific provisions of international terrorism conventions.



(3)

	● Role of the International Court of Justice (ICJ):

	◆ Terrorism conventions like ICSFT and the Terrorist 
Bombing Convention allow for dispute resolution 
through the ICJ.

	◆ India could potentially refer Pakistan’s violations of 
these conventions to the ICJ, as demonstrated in cases 
like Ukraine vs. Russia. 

	◆ Despite Pakistan’s reservations regarding the ICJ’s 
jurisdiction, India could still bring the case to draw 
global attention

	● Impact of Legal Action:

	◆ Even if the ICJ case does not result in immediate legal victory, the legal process can be used to 
promote a global narrative against Pakistan’s state-sponsored terrorism. 

	◆ India can utilize the legal proceedings to further its diplomatic and strategic goals by drawing 
attention to Pakistan’s violations of international law and its support for terrorism.
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Why India needs stable urban forests?

Why in News?

▪ Urban Forests in India

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 3 – Environment & Ecology
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Urban Forests and Their Importance:

	◆ Urban forests such as Kancha Gachibowli in Hyderabad, 
Aarey in Mumbai, Turahalli in Bengaluru.

	◆ They help reduce the urban heat island effect, mitigate 
stormwater runoff, prevent erosion and flooding, 
sequester carbon, and absorb pollutants like PM2.5 and 
PM10. 

	◆ Urban forests also provide habitats for endangered 
species, support biodiversity, and offer recreational and 
mental health benefits to city residents.

	● Threats to Urban Forests:
	◆ Urbanization and industrial development pose significant 

threats to urban forests. Kancha Gachibowli faced the risk 
of extinction when the Telangana government proposed 
using 400 acres of its land for industrial purposes.

	◆ Deforestation and the clearing of green spaces are growing 
problems in cities like Delhi, Chennai, and Bengaluru, 
which suffer from severe air quality issues, as indicated by alarming AQI levels.

	● Judicial Interventions:
	◆ Aarey forest case (2020)
	◆ Kancha Gachibowli
	◆ Godavarman Thirumulpad 

v. Union of India (1996)
	◆ PILs

	● Government Initiatives:
	◆ Nagar Van Yojana
	◆ National Forest Policy of 1988
	◆ National Mission for Green India (2014)
	◆ Smart Cities Mission
	◆ Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation (AMRUT)
	● Environmental and Social Impact:

	◆ The CPCB reports that urban air 
pollution, primarily caused by vehicle 
emissions and construction dust, 
contributes significantly to deteriorating 
air quality.
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	◆ Urban forests act as a buffer, removing air pollutants and improving overall health outcomes 
in cities. 

	◆ Cultural and social benefits of urban forests include recreation, mental wellbeing, and 
community engagement.

	● Urgency of Urban Forest Protection:
	◆ Rapid urbanization has led to a disregard for environmental conservation, with urban forests 

being the primary victims of such development.
	◆ The Kancha Gachibowli case emphasizes the need for a holistic approach to urban development 

that integrates environmental preservation into urban planning.
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Prelims PYQs (2016)

Question: In the cities of our country, which among the following atmospheric gases are normally 
considered in calculating the value of the Air Quality Index? (2016)
1.Carbon dioxide
2.Carbon monoxide
3.Nitrogen dioxide
4.Sulphur dioxide
5.Methane
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1, 4 and 5 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

Mains PYQs (2021)

Question: Describe the key points of the revised Global Air Quality Guidelines (AQGs) recently released 
by the World Health Organisation (WHO). How are these different from its last update in 2005? What 
changes in India’s National Clean Air Programme are required to achieve revised standards? (2021)

Operation Black Forest

	◆ Launched on April 21 across Karreguttalu hill range, straddling Telangana and Chhattisgarh.
	◆ Involved 10,000 personnel, including forces like CRPF, CoBRA, Greyhounds, and 

Chhattisgarh Police.
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Amrit Bharat Railway Station

	◆ The Amrit Bharat Station Scheme (ABSS) focuses on modernising more than 1,300 railway 
stations to improve passenger experience.

	◆ The stations showcase local art, history, and architecture, contributing to both heritage preservation 
and tourism growth.

Mallakhamb
	◆ Name derives from- ?
	◆ States - ?
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