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➢ �� �NE to be gateway for trade with South Eash 
Asia (Page No – 1)

➢ �A medical oxygen access gap SE must bridge 
(Page No – 6)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ FATF

NE to be gateway for trade with Southeast Asia: Modi
Why in News?

▪ India’s Act East Policy

Syllabus 

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● What is Act East Policy?
	◆ The Act East Policy, announced in 

November 2014, is an upgraded and more 
proactive version of India’s earlier Look 
East Policy. 

	◆ It is a diplomatic initiative aimed 
at strengthening India’s economic, 
strategic, and cultural relations with 
countries across the vast AsiaPacific 
region.

	● Aim:
	◆ To promote economic cooperation, deepen cultural ties, and build strategic partnerships with 

countries in the Indo-Pacific region. 
	◆ To catalyze the economic development of India’s North Eastern Region (NER), which acts as a 

gateway to Southeast Asia.
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	● Key Features of Act East Policy:
	◆ Focus on ASEAN countries and the broader East Asian region.
	◆ Emphasises economic integration and security cooperation with partner nations.
	◆ India’s Prime Minister has highlighted the 4Cs of the policy - ?
	◆ Security forms a critical dimension of the policy - ?
	◆ India seeks to secure freedom of navigation and assert its role in the Indian Ocean, with initiatives 

like - ?

	● Key Initiatives to Enhance Connectivity:

	◆ Agartala–Akhaura Rail Link
	◆ Kaladan Multimodal Transit Transport 

Project
	◆ India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral 

Highway Project
	◆ India-Japan Act East Forum (established 

in 2017)
	◆ Amrit Kaal Vision 2047

A medical oxygen access gap SE Asia must bridge

Why in News?

▪ Rising Covid-19 cases in India

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	◆ Oxygen as Essential Medicine: Medical 

oxygen is a critical, life-saving treatment with no 
substitute. Globally, 5 billion people lack access to 
safe, affordable medical oxygen.

	◆ Oxygen Access Gap in South-East Asia: The 
region has one of the highest oxygen service 
coverage gaps — 78% in South Asia and 74% in 
East Asia and the Pacific. 

	◆ COVID-19 Impact: The pandemic exposed oxygen 
infrastructure vulnerabilities in lowand middle-
income countries (LMICs), especially in South-East 
Asia.

	● Infrastructure Challenges:
	◆ Only 54% of hospitals in LMICs have pulse 

oximeters; 58% have medical oxygen access.
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	◆ Power disruptions severely hamper oxygen production.
	◆ Acute shortage of trained biomedical engineers and technicians for maintenance.

	● Financial Constraints:
	◆ Bridging the global oxygen gap needs $6.8 billion; South Asia requires $2.6 billion.
	◆ Competing health priorities limit resource allocation

	● Innovative Solutions:
	◆ Promotion of local manufacturing to 

reduce import dependence.
	◆ Solar-powered oxygen plants to ensure 

uninterrupted supply.
	◆ Portable oxygen concentrators, booster 

pumps, and community-based oxygen 
hubs.

	● Regional Cooperation:
	◆ WHO’s intra-regional collaboration 

facilitating capacity building and 
technology transfer.

	◆ Training programs for biomedical 
engineers and technicians in Nepal and 
Bhutan.

	● Private Sector and Research:
	◆ Need for industry investments in 

costeffective oxygen solutions.
	◆ Research focused on affordable, 

efficient, and adaptable oxygen delivery 
technologies.

	● Oxygen as a Human Right:
	◆ Access to medical oxygen should be recognized as a fundamental right, not a privilege.

Prelims PYQs (2016)

Question: The term ‘Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership’ often appears in the news in the 
context of the affairs of a group of countries known as (2016):

(a) G20

(b) ASEAN

(c) SCO

(d) SAARC
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Prelims PYQs (2015)

Question: In the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation, an initiative of six countries, which of the following is/are 
not a participant(s)? (2015)

1. Bangladesh

2. Cambodia

3. China

4. Myanmar

5. Thailand

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4

(c) 1 and 3

(d) 1, 2 and 5

Mains PYQs (2013 & 2020)

Question: Analyze internal security threats and transborder crimes along the borders of Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, and Pakistan, including the Line of Control (LoC). Also discuss the role played by various 
security forces in this regard. (2020)
Question: How far are India’s internal security challenges linked with border management, particularly in 
view of the long porous borders with most countries of South Asia and Myanmar? (2013)

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

	◆ What is - ?

	◆ Year - ?

	◆ Conference - ?

	◆ Place - ?

	◆ 2001 - ?

	◆ 2012 - ?

	◆ Meets - ?

	◆ Secretariat - ? 

	◆ India Member - ?

	◆ 2 groups - ?

	◆ Grey list - ?

	◆ Black List - ?


