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7th June 2025
Mains Manthan 

➢ �Water Management in India needs a new 
course (Page No – 8)

➢ �Maintaining India’s progress in food safety 
standards (Page No – 8)

➢ �RBI cuts by 50 bps, interest burden to ease 
(Page No – 1)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ G7 Nations
➢ Starlink Project 

Water management in India needs a new course
Why in News?

▪ Water Management Challenges & Strategies 

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice
▪ GS Paper 3 – Environment & Ecology
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Global Context & International Frameworks
	◆ World Water Day 2025 Theme: “Glacier Preservation”.
	◆ UN Designations:

	◆ 2025: International Year of Glacier Preservation.
	◆ March 21: World Day for Glaciers (inaugurated in 

2025).
	◆ 2025–2034: UN Decade of Action on Cryospheric 

Science.
	◆ World Water Development Report 2025: Highlights the role of mountains and glaciers as water 

towers, crucial for downstream ecosystems. 
	◆ UN Decade of Ocean Science (2021–2030): Focus on pollution, biodiversity loss, and rising sea levels.

	● Source-to-Sea (S2S) Approach
	◆ An integrated framework connecting freshwater, 

estuarine, coastal, and marine ecosystems as part of a 
single water continuum.

	◆ Origin: Conceptualised in the Manila Declaration (2012).
	◆ Global Adoption:
	◆ Promoted by Stockholm International Water Institute 

(SIWI) via the Action Platform for S2S Management (2014).
	◆ IUCN became host in January 2025.

	● India’s Water Management Crisis
	◆ Overexploitation:
	◆ India uses 60.5% of its extractable groundwater.
	◆ Over 100% exploitation in Punjab, Haryana, 

Rajasthan.
	◆ 25% of groundwater assessment units are at risk.

	● Pollution Statistics:
	◆ 311 polluted river stretches identified by CPCB 

(2022).
	◆ Only 53% of 1.7 lakh tonnes/day solid waste treated; rest enters 

water bodies.
	◆ NITI Aayog Report (2018): Water stress impacts 600 million people; 

GDP loss of 6% anticipated.
	◆ WRI Aqueduct Atlas: India among top nations at risk of extreme 

water stress.
	◆ Fragmented Governance:
	◆ Four overlapping layers of water commons: local, state, national, 

global.
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	◆ Inter-state river disputes, disjointed planning, and unclear jurisdiction hinder effective policy 
implementation.

	● Policy Framework and Gaps
	◆ National Water Policy: First adopted in 1987; revised over time.
	◆ Institutional Reforms:
	◆ 2015: Proposal to restructure CWC & CGWB into National Water Commission.
	◆ 2019: Expert committee by Ministry of Jal Shakti to revise national water policy.
	◆ Gap: Despite reforms, the S2S approach is not mainstreamed in national or state policies.
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	● Case Study Initiatives (S2S India)
	◆ Delhi Waterbodies – Nutrient management under S2S framework.
	◆ Indo-Gangetic Basin – Human settlement patterns and their influence on S2S landscape (under 

S2S Future initiative).
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Maintaining India’s progress in food safety standards

Why in News?

▪ World Food Safety Day
Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● India’s Regulatory Evolution
	◆ 1954: Prevention of Food Adulteration (PFA) Act focused narrowly on binary adulteration.
	◆ Treated all contaminants uniformly, without considering dose, exposure, or context.
	◆ 2006: The Food Safety and Standards Act established FSSAI.
	◆ Inspired by Codex Alimentarius Commission guidelines.
	◆ Introduced risk-based framework: Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs), Acceptable Daily Intake 

(ADI), contaminant limits, and additive safety.
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	● Progress Achieved by FSSAI
	◆ By 2020, India’s food safety standards reached near-parity with developed countries.
	◆ Adoption of scientific, internationally benchmarked food safety standards.
	◆ Recognition of pesticide residues, veterinary drug residues, and natural toxins.
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	● Key Challenges and Gaps
	◆ Lack of India-specific Research

	◆ Dietary patterns, food habits, agro-climatic zones in India vary significantly.
	◆ Absence of a Total Diet Study (TDS), which is vital for assessing cumulative exposure to food 

contaminants from an average Indian diet.
	◆ Poor Risk Communication

	◆ Terms like MRL and ADI are highly technical (ppm/ppb), hard for the general public to grasp.



(8)

	● Case of MSG (Monosodium Glutamate):
	◆ India still mandates a warning label: “Unsafe for infants,” despite glutamates being naturally 

present in tomatoes, mushrooms, garlic, and even breast milk.
	◆ This misinforms consumers, perpetuates myths, and contradicts science.

	◆ Infrequent Updating of Standards
	◆ Some food regulations are outdated, not aligned with the latest scientific evidence.

	◆ Capacity Gaps
	◆ Need for trained risk assessors, updated technical expertise.
	◆ Limited institutional capacity to handle data analytics, toxicological evaluations, and multi-

disciplinary research.
RBI cuts rate by 50 bps, interest burden to ease

Why in News?

▪ RBI cuts rate by 50 bps
Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Policy Decisions by RBI
	◆ Repo rate cut by 50 basis points to 5.5%, 

following earlier cuts in February and 
April.

	◆ Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) cut by 100 basis 
points, enabling ₹2.5 lakh crore liquidity 
infusion.

	◆ These steps are aimed at making borrowing 
cheaper for businesses and households.

	● Shift in Monetary Policy Stance
	◆ In April 2025: RBI moved to accommodative stance (inclined to cut rates).
	◆ In June 2025: Back to neutral stance, reflecting cautious optimism. 
	◆ Neutral stance gives flexibility — rate hikes possible if inflation returns.
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	● Projected Growth and Coordination
	◆ RBI’s GDP growth forecast for FY 2025–26: 6.5% similar to last year’s performance.
	◆ Fiscal policy is tapering off, while monetary policy is now actively supporting growth.
	◆ Indicates a rare convergence between RBI and government objectives.

Starlink got approval
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Modi invite to G-7


