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The Hindu Analysis-9th June 2025
▪  Judicial sensitivity to sentiments is a sign of regression
▪  What is the significance of the Census?
▪  How is India planning to localise EV manufacturing?
▪  Extremely fortunate to be part of space mission, says Shukla
▪  India and Mongolia hold joint military exercise to enhance interoperability

Judicial sensitivity to sentiments is a sign of regression

Main Idea:
The article says that Indian courts are no longer strongly protecting free speech. Instead, they are trying 
to control and manage it by telling people how to speak, what to say, and sometimes even asking them to 
apologize for offending others. Indian courts today are not defending free speech. They are managing it.
Indian courts today are not defending free speech. They are managing it.
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What’s Going Wrong:
	● Courts are focusing on people’s feelings (sentiments) rather than protecting the speaker’s right.

	● Judges are asking people to apologize for things that may hurt emotions, even when what they said 
is legal.

Examples:
	● A young man criticized the Prime Minister and was not protected by the court.

	● Kamal Haasan was told to apologize for a cultural comment.

	● A podcaster was judged for using strong language.

	● A professor was taken to court for his opinion about a woman soldier.

	● Rahul Gandhi was denied relief for calling the army cowardly — even though such speech should be 
examined under strict legal standards.

Two disturbing patterns emerge from these cases.
First, the judiciary is increasingly equating speech that provokes emotional reactions with legally actionable 
harm.
“Feeling hurt is being treated like a crime”

	● Courts are starting to treat speech that hurts emotions as if it is illegal.

	● But the Constitution only allows restrictions on speech if it causes violence, hatred, or disturbs public 
order — not just because someone is offended.

More outrage = more cases
	● When courts ask people to apologize for upsetting others, it encourages people to get angry more 

easily.

	● This makes it easier for mobs and people looking to create drama to misuse the law.

	● It creates a situation where being offended becomes a tool to silence others.

The growing judicial tendency in India to curb free speech by prioritizing sentiments, over constitutional 
liberty is alarming.
The doctrine of “chilling effect” that is robust in American and European jurisprudence, has been acknowledged 
in India’s courts but seldom enforced.
The doctrine of “chilling effect” means that people stop speaking freely or expressing their views because they 
are afraid of punishment, arrest, or trouble — even if what they say is legal.
The courts are urged to uphold freedom of expression, even if provocative or offensive, as the cornerstone of 
a vibrant democracy. True democratic strength lies not in suppressing provocation, but in tolerating dissent.
The judiciary must act as a protector of rights, not as a gatekeeper of cultural sensibilities, and remember 
that India’s democratic roots lie in protest, not politeness.
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What is the significance of the Census?
The story so far:
The Union Home Ministry has announced the next Census will be conducted in two phases and that the 
reference date for Census enumeration would be March 1, 2027.

What is the history of Census?
Def. :Census is the process of collecting, compiling and analysing the population of the country.
Ancient Reference: Right from Kautilya’s Arthashastra to the administrative report ‘Ain-i-Akbari’ during 
the reign of Mughal emperor Akbar, there have been references to population census.
A synchronous census is where population data is collected simultaneously across the country.
This kind of census was started in 1881 during the British period with W. C. Plowden being the first 
Census Commissioner of India. The details collected broadly contained questions relating to age, sex, 
mother tongue, literacy status, religion, caste etc. 
The last census where caste was enumerated for Hindus was in 1931.
How the Census is Conducted?

	● The Census is a Union subject, and is governed by the Census Act, 1948.

	● The Central Government is responsible for the entire Census and appoints a Census Commissioner.

	● It also appoints Directors of Census Operations for each state.

	● State governments provide staff, mainly teachers, through local authorities.
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Census Process (since 1971):
	● Phase 1: House Listing

	◆ Conducted over 5–6 months.

	◆ Collects information about houses (e.g., water source, toilet, kitchen, cooking fuel, TV, computer, 
vehicle, etc.).

	● Phase 2: Population Enumeration

	◆ Usually done in February of the Census year.

	◆ Collects personal data like name, age, gender, religion, caste (SC/ST), language, literacy,  
education, and occupation.

Provisional data is released soon after enumeration.
Final Census report with detailed demographic and socio-economic analysis is published later (e.g., 2011 
Census data was finalized in 2013).
What is the significance?
The decennial Census had happened from 1881 till 2011 without a break in India. However, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 2021 Census was postponed.
The present Census can be considered the most significant in Independent Indian history due to three 
reasons.
1.  �First, the Central government has decided to enumerate the caste details of all Hindus. All Censuses 

after Independence have captured only SC and ST details. One of the reasons for the postponement of the 
Census to 2027 is to undertake the preparatory work for caste enumeration.

2.  �Second, since this Census would be the first one after 2026, it can be used for the delimitation 
exercise of determining the revised number of seats in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

3.  �Third, this Census would also form the basis for reserving one-third of seats for women in Lok Sabha 
and State Assemblies.

What should be the way forward?
	● Caste enumeration must be done carefully and accurately, as it will guide decisions onv affirmative 

action for backward classes.

	● At the same time, concerns of southern, smaller northern, and northeastern States about losing 
political influence due to delimitation based on the 2027 Census must be addressed.

Many States are asking to keep the current number of Lok Sabha seats unchanged. A broad consensus is 
needed before deciding how to proportionally increase seats.
Therefore, the delimitation process should not be rushed before the 2029 elections. 
Also, the one-third reservation for women in Lok Sabha should be implemented based on this upcoming 
Census.
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How is India planning to localise EV manufacturing?

The story so far:

More than a year since it was announced, the Ministry of Heavy Industries (MHI) notified guidelines of 
the Scheme to Promote Manufacturing of Electric Passenger Cars in India.

What does the policy propose?
	● Reduction of customs duty on the import of ready-to-ship electric four-wheelers from the 

present 70-100% to 15%.
	● This would apply to all vehicles valued at $35,000 for a period of five years.
	● In return, the manufacturer investing a minimum of ₹4,150 crore over the next three years, to 

build infrastructure and facilities as to enable 25% of the overall manufacturing activity to be 
undertaken domestically within three years, and 50% within five years.

	● The MHI specifies that a maximum of 8,000 vehicles can be imported at the reduced duty rate in 
a year.

Does this help our overall ecosystem?
	● India’s industrial policy for EVs is positive only if it ensures technology transfer to domestic 

firms, else India risks becoming merely a manufacturing base.
	● Countries are unwilling to share technology, so relying on foreign firms may not strengthen 

India’s ecosystem.
	● Lessons from China & South Korea: Their success came from skilling, R&D, and innovation, 

which created conditions for organic tech growth and attracted investments.
	● EV Market Trends: In FY 2025, EV sales were led by 3-wheelers (57%), with 2-wheelers and 

4-wheelers trailing. India is the largest market for electric three-wheelers globally.
	● Emphasis should shift towards public transport infrastructure, as the majority in India still rely 

on it for mobility.
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What about our industrial ambitions?
	● Tata Motors’ Stand: Opposed Tesla’s push for lower import duties, arguing it would undermine 

local investments based on existing tax protections.
	● Indian EV companies like Tata and Mahindra need continued government support in the early 

stages of the EV sector’s growth.
	● Current Dominance: Over 80% of electric cars in 2024 were made by domestic manufacturers, 

aided by high import duties that limited Chinese imports to below 15%.
	● Reducing duties could hurt local industry by making foreign EVs more competitive.
	● Current policy overly favors foreign capital and must instead strengthen local ecosystems and 

manufacturing capacity.
 Extremely fortunate to be part of space mission, says Shukla

Indian Air Force pilot Shubhanshu Shukla, 39, is all set to become the second Indian to 
travel to space —  41 years after Rakesh Sharma’s 1984 mission.
What is the mission?
Shukla will be part of the Axiom-4 mission to the International Space Station (ISS).

	● The launch is scheduled for Tuesday at 5:52 p.m. IST.
	● The crew will travel aboard SpaceX’s Dragon spacecraft, mounted on a Falcon 

9 rocket, from Launchpad 39A, Kennedy Space Centre (KSC), 
Florida.

Who are the crewmates?
	● Peggy Whitson (Commander)
	● Tibor Kapu (Hungary)
	● Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski (Poland)

India and Mongolia hold joint military exercise to enhance interoperability

India and Mongolia are conducting the 17th edition of the joint military exercise ‘Nomadic Elephant’ 
from May 31 to June 13 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

	● The exercise focuses on counter-terrorism, precision sniping, and non-conventional operations 
in semi-urban and mountainous terrain under a UN mandate.

�It aims to enhance interoperability, mutual coordination, and operational capabilities of both 
forces.

	● A key aspect is simulated UN peacekeeping drills to replicate real-world multinational missions.
	● The exercise also promotes defence cooperation and cultural understanding between the two 

nations.


