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The Hindu Analysis June 12th 2025

Topics Covered
▪  Recounting Velpur’s story in ending child labour
▪  Violent Crimes by juveniles have increased in India
▪  Why was Malta’s golden passports scheme scrapped?
▪  Why C . Sankaran Nair’s legacy cannot be compartmentalised
▪  India unlikely to ratify ‘High Seas Treaty’ at UN Ocean Conference
▪  Human oversight key to safe use of AI in healthcare

Recounting Velpur’s story in ending child labour

Syllabus :

GS-II (Governance, Policy Implementation): Role of local governance, MoUs, decentralised education 
reform.
GS-I (Society): Child labour as a socioeconomic problem. 
GS-IV (Ethics): Case study on public service ethics, moral courage, community trustbuilding.
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Key points from article

World Day Against Child Labour (WDACL) is observed every year 
on June 12, led by the International Labour Organization (ILO).
It aims to raise awareness and encourage global action against child 
labour.
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7 urges the world 
to eliminate all forms of child labour by 2025, but progress has been 
slow.
Global Situation:

	● Around 160 million children worldwide are engaged in child labour — that’s nearly 1 in 10.
	● Africa, Asia, and the Pacific account for 90% of these cases.
	● The COVID-19 pandemic worsened the problem: School closures.

Job losses among parents.
	● Increased dropout rates and forced entry into labour.

India’s Position:

	● As per Census 2011, 43.53 lakh children (ages 5–14) were engaged in child labour.
	● Predominant industries include beedi-making, carpet weaving, and firework factories.
	● Root causes: Poverty, lack of education access, and illiteracy.

Legal and Policy Framework in India

	● Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986: First attempt at legal control.
	● National Policy on Child Labour, 1987: Gradual approach with rehabilitation.
	● National Child Labour Project (NCLP): Set up bridge schools for rescued child workers.
	● Amendment Act, 2016:

Complete ban on employment of children below 14.
Ban on adolescents (14–18) in hazardous occupations.

	● Right to Education Act (RTE), 2009: Free & compulsory education for ages 6–14.
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Velpur Mandal: A Model of Community-Led Change
Velpur Mandal, Nizamabad district (then Andhra Pradesh, now Telangana).
Once infamous for widespread child labour.
Start of the Movement:
Initiated in June 2001 by committed government officials, led by then Collector Asok Kumar G.
Goal: Ensure every child (5–15 years) goes to school; no child engaged in labour. 
After a 100-day campaign, Velpur was declared “Child Labour Free” on October 2, 2001.
Resistance and Breakthrough

	● Initial resistance from the public:
	● Rumours about organ trafficking by officials. Businesses mocked the initiative; refused cooperation.

Turnaround:
	● Consistent engagement, public meetings, trustbuilding.
	● Community slowly began owning the mission.
	● Children themselves identified their past employers in meetings.

Role of Employers and Community
Former employers:
Publicly forgave all outstanding hand loans (₹35 lakh total).
Gave school supplies to encourage education.
Sarpanchs (village heads) signed MoUs with the govt. under AP Compulsory Primary Education Rules 
(1982).
Guaranteed 100% school enrolment for 5–14 age group.
Govt provided infrastructure, access, and teachers.
Legacy and Impact

	● Even 24 years later, Velpur maintains:
	● 100% school retention.Zero child labour. Signboards in villages proudly declare: “There is no 

child labour in our village.”
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Conclusion
The Velpur Model demonstrates that child labour is not just a legal or economic issue — it is a social 
challenge that needs community ownership and collective responsibility.
When a district administration works with the people, sustainable transformation becomes possible. The 
story of Velpur is not just about ending child labour — it’s about empowering an entire generation through 
education and dignity.

Violent Crimes by juveniles have increased in India

Syllabus :

GS Paper 1 – Society
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Key points from the article

In 2022, 49.5% of juveniles apprehended in India were for violent 
crimes — a steep rise from 32.5% in 2016.
This rise comes despite a fall in the total number of juveniles in 
conflict with the law (from 37,402
in 2017 to 33,261 in 2022).
Violent Crimes
Includes : Rape, Murder, Attempt to murder, Bodily harm, Dacoity, 
Robbery 
Excluded: Rash driving, Forgery, Theft, Fraud, Cheating, 
Pickpocketing, Obscene acts
Increasing exposure to online toxicity, cyberbullying, and misogynistic content are being examined as 
possible drivers.
Indicates need for: Better juvenile mental health support Stronger preventive interventions Balanced 
approach in juvenile justice system
Why was Malta’s golden passports scheme scrapped?

Why was Malta’s golden passports scheme scrapped?

Syllabus :

GS-II: Polity and International Relations Interplay between national sovereignty and supranational 
institutions (like EU).
Principles of citizenship, federalism, and integration. 
GS-III: Internal Security Golden passports’ link to money laundering and global financial crime.
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Key points from article

In April 2024, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) struck down Malta’s ‘golden passport’ scheme.
The scheme allowed foreigners to gain Maltese (and thereby EU) citizenship in exchange for large 
financial investments.
The European Commission initiated infringement proceedings against Malta for continuing this
scheme despite repeated objections — only blocking Russians and Belarusians post-Ukraine war.
What Are Golden Passports and Golden Visas?

Citizenship by Investment (CBI):
Also called Golden Passports.
Citizenship granted to foreigners in exchange for significant financial investments.
Residency by Investment (RBI):
Also called Golden Visas.
Foreigners obtain residency rights (not citizenship) through investment.
Concerns:
Security risks: Money laundering, Organised crime, Tax evasion, Corruption 
Scale of Use (2013–2019)
1.32 lakh individuals gained access to the EU via CBI/RBI.
Generated €20 billion+ in investments. 
Major beneficiaries: Nationals from China, Russia, and West Asia.
Why Did the EU Oppose Malta’s Scheme?

	● Legal Stand:
	● As per EU law, the acquisition or loss of nationality is anational decision — BUT, 

EU citizenship was introduced by the 1992 Maastricht Treaty — any EU national is also a 
citizen of the EU, with rights across the Union.

	● EU’s Argument:
Malta’s scheme commodified EU citizenship:
It wasn’t just about Maltese nationality, but access to EU benefits, Free movement, Right to 
work, Right to vote (local & European), No internal borders 
Such access should be based on genuine ties, not monetary transactions.

	● Principles Violated:
Sincere cooperation, fairness, and non-discrimination under:
Article 4(3) of the Maastricht Treaty. 
Article 20 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (2009).

CBI schemes, while economically lucrative, risk diluting the sanctity of citizenship.
EU opposes commodification of values and rights associated with European citizenship.
The Malta verdict signals stricter scrutiny of such schemes across the EU.
Raises broader questions: Should national identity and belonging be sold? Can citizenship be earned 
through contribution or association, not just capital?
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Why C . Sankaran Nair’s legacy cannot be compartmentalised

Syllabus :

GS-I: Modern Indian History Contributions of freedom fighters beyond GandhiNehru.

Sir C. Sankaran Nair
Sir C. Sankaran Nair — a towering figure of the Indian freedom struggle and a former president of the 
Indian National Congress — has recently been catapulted into political discourse through films like 
Kesari Chapter 2 and competing narratives by BJP and Congress.
About Sir Chettur Sankaran Nair

	● Born in 1857 into an aristocratic family in Mankara village, Palakkad district, Malabar region 
(present-day Kerala).

	● Renowned for his moral courage, strong convictions, and vocal opposition to colonial injustice.
	● Graduated from Presidency College, Madras. 
	● Began his legal career under Sir Horatio Shepherd, who later became Chief Justice of the Madras 

High Court.
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The Humanist and Liberal Thinker
	● He was a staunch believer in universal liberty and equality. As a member of London’s National 

Liberal Club, he reflected a cosmopolitan worldview.
	● He became known for a famous rebuttal to British racial arrogance during his college days, which 

highlighted his early commitment to human dignity.
	● His remark, “By that logic, we are all descended from Adam,” challenged racial superiority. 
	● His ideology stood in opposition to the religious nationalism and narrow identity politics prevalent 

today.
	● He served on the Viceroy’s Executive Council, handling portfolios such as education, health, and 

land. 
	● He resigned in protest after the Jallianwala Bagh massacre.

Relationship with Gandhi: Agreement and Dissent
Common Ground

	● Both leaders admired autonomous village systems.
	● They shared a deep passion for social reform, especially concerning 

caste and women’s rights.
Points of Divergence

	● He opposed Gandhi’s Non-Cooperation Movement and the Khilafat 
agitation. He criticised Gandhi’s contradiction in upholding Ahimsa while supporting caste hierarchies.

He remarked, “The caste system is opposed to Ahimsa. It dedicates one caste to death.”
	● His criticism was constructive, rooted in ethical coherence and a belief in constitutionalism.
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Vision of a Secular and Just India
In his Amaravati Congress speech, he called for: Breaking Hindu religious isolation Promoting education 
for the lower castes Ensuring gender equality Establishing a strictly secular state supportive of liberal reform
He opposed religious universities such as Banaras Hindu University, fearing the communalisation of education.
His concept of secularism was proactive and progressive, rooted in Enlightenment rationalism rather than 
mere tolerance.
A Realist, Not a Romantic
He did not idealise Mother India or ancient civilisational glory.
He viewed India as a land plagued by:, Superstition, Hunger, Caste oppression Illiteracy
For him, freedom held value only if it brought an end to social degradation.
Sir C. Sankaran Nair’s life and legacy offer a rare blend of courage, intellect, and moral clarity. Reducing 
him to a political mascot not only insults his memory, but also deprives India of one of its most visionary 
thinkers. His legacy reminds us that freedom, justice, and rational reform are eternal democratic values, 
not partisan tools.

India unlikely to ratify ‘High Seas Treaty’ at UN Ocean Conference
Syllabus :
GS Paper II: International Relations
Treaties and agreements affecting India’s global environmental role. 
GS Paper III: Environment and Ecology
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What is the High Seas Treaty (BBNJ Agreement)?
Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement
Purpose:
To ensure the conservation and sustainable use of marine biodiversity 
in areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ), i.e., the high seas.
Addresses issues like marine genetic resources, environmental impact 
assessments, capacity building, and technology transfer.
Negotiated under: United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
Trigger for Enforcement: Needs ratification by 60 countries
(As of June 10, 2025, 49 countries have ratified it)
India’s Position
Signed: September 2024 
Ratification: Pending
Current Status (June 2025): India is “in the process of ratifying” — according to Union Minister Jitendra 
Singh.
Why is India Delaying Ratification?
Legal Hurdles: Requires amendments to existing domestic laws, especially : Biological Diversity Act, 2002
These amendments will likely be taken up after the Monsoon Session (July–August 2025).
Contentious Clauses:
Particularly around resource sharing:
High seas contain valuable genetic material and marine biodiversity.
No clear mechanism for equitable benefit-sharing, especially in case of commercial exploitation.
Developing countries, including India, are cautious of developed nations monopolising these benefits.
Strategic Considerations for India India balances between:
Global marine environmental commitments.
Sovereign control over ocean resources and domestic legal alignment.
Geopolitical competitiveness in oceantechnology and exploration.
Concerns over technology access, intellectual property, and global commons governance remain.
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Human oversight key to safe use of AI in healthcare

Syllabus :

GS Paper II: Governance of emerging technologies Healthcare delivery mechanisms
GS Paper III: AI in health science & technology
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What’s the News?
AI tools are increasingly being adopted in India’s healthcare sector — from foetal 
age prediction and high-risk pregnancy management to virtual autopsies and clinical 
chatbots.
However, this rapid integration is raising concerns around automation bias, lack of 
regulation, data privacy, and the need for human oversight.

Policy and Ethical Recommendations
	● Human-in-the-loop systems must be ensured: 

AI should assist, not replace, medical judgement.
	● Clinician Training on AI capabilities and 

limitations to prevent automation bias.
	● Robust data protection protocols (e.g., PII 

masking, role-based access).
	● Update laws (IT Act, DPDP Act) to explicitly 

address AI accountability and patient rights.
	● Language localisation for voice models 

(addressing  regional dialects/accents).


