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Urbanisation and the challenge of ideal transit solutions
Why in News?

▪ Urbanisation - Challenges & Strategies

Syllabus 

▪ GS Paper 1 – Indian Society
▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Urbanization Trends and Mobility Challenges

	◆ Urban India will become the engine of economic growth 
by 2047, as per the Viksit Bharat vision.

	◆ By the 2060s, over 60% of India’s population is expected 
to be urban. 

	◆ This puts enormous pressure on urban mobility and 
public transportation infrastructure.

	● Shortfalls in Current Transit Models

	◆ Smart cities haven’t matured fast enough; hence, Tier 1 cities continue to expand unsustainably.

	◆ Despite efforts, urban transit infrastructure remains 
insufficient:

	◆ Only 35,000 buses (including e-buses) are 
operational vs. a requirement of 2,00,000.

	◆ Only 37% of urban Indians have easy access to 
public transport (Economic Survey).

	◆ China and Brazil have >50% access.

	● Government Initiatives

	◆ PM e-Bus Sewa-Payment Security Mechanism: 
For urban bus improvement.

	◆ PM Electric Drive Revolution in Innovative 
Vehicle Enhancement (PM e-Drive):

	◆ Procurement of 14,000 new e-buses, 1.1 lakh 
erickshaws, e-trucks, and e-ambulances.

	◆ Focus also on metro rail expansion, though cost

	◆ recovery remains poor due to:

	◆ Lower-than-expected ridership.

	◆ High fare sensitivity.

	◆ Poor last-mile connectivity.
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	● Cost-Effectiveness and Sustainability of Alternatives
	◆ Current focus is on e-buses, but trams and trolleybuses are 

overlooked.
	◆ Lifecycle Cost Analysis:

	◆ Trams: 45% profit over 70 years.
	◆ Trolleybuses: Minimal loss.
	◆ E-buses: Net loss of 82% over 70 years due to high operational and 

replacement costs.
	◆ Private investment remains low due to poor returns in urban public 

transport.
	● Strategic Urban Transport Insights

	◆ Developed nations heavily subsidise public transit (India lacks such 
fiscal bandwidth).

	◆ Kochi’s tram revival could be a turning point if implemented 
effectively.

	◆ Important to prioritise last-mile connectivity, multi-modal integration, and lifecycle cost 
viability.

Global Gender Gap Report

Why in News?

▪ Global Gender Gap Report
Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance and Social Justice
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Key Takeaways from the Article
	● India’s Ranking and Score

	◆ India ranks 131 out of 148 countries in 2025.
	◆ India’s Gender Parity Score: 64.1%.
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	● Comparative Regional Ranking

	◆ India is among the lowest in South Asia.

	◆ Bangladesh: Best performer in the region, rank 24, parity 
77.5%.

	◆ Other South Asian ranks:

	◆ Bhutan: 119

	◆ Nepal: 125

	◆ Sri Lanka: 130

	◆ Maldives: 138

	◆ Pakistan: 148 (bottom of the list)

Q. Which of the following gives the ‘Global Gender Gap Index’ ranking to the countries of the world?

(a) World Economic Forum

(b) UN Human Rights Council

(c) UN Women

(d) World Health Organization
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International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

	◆ What is it - ?
	◆ Came into force - ?
	◆ HQ - ?
	◆ Legal Status - ?
	◆ Reports to - ?
	◆ Popularly knows as - ?

Prelims PYQs (2018)

Q. In the Indian context, what is the implication of ratifying the ‘Additional Protocol’ with the 

‘International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)’? (2018)

(a) The civilian nuclear reactors come under IAEA safeguards.

(b) The military nuclear installations come under the inspection of IAEA.

(c) The country will have the privilege to buy uranium from the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).

(d) The country automatically becomes a member of the NSG.
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Prelims PYQs (2020)

Q. In India, why are some nuclear reactors kept under “IAEA safeguards” while others are not? (2020)

(a) Some use uranium and others use thorium

(b) Some use imported uranium and others use domestic supplies

(c) Some are operated by foreign enterprises and others are operated by domestic enterprises

(d) Some are State-owned


