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= Blame not the messenger in India’s diplomacy

Will delaying the Census affect its implementation?

= ASI to organise global meet on decoding Indus Valley script
= Canada says Khalistani extremists continue to fund violence in India

Blame not the messenger in India’s diplomacy

Criticism of Indian diplomacy
India’s diplomats faced backlash post-Operation Sindoor —not for the action, but for weak global messaging.
e Limited support: Sympathy came after the Pahalgam attack, but not after Operation Sindoor, as
seen in 2016 and 2019. Pakistan, meanwhile, gained vocal allies.

e Pakistani gains: Despite terror links, Pakistan secured UN roles and financial aid from IMF; India
struggled to rally support or label attackers.

e U.S. ambiguity: President Trump blurred lines between India and Pakistan, offering mediation
without addressing terrorism.
Despite high-level outreach, global impact was limited — highlighting the need to reassess not just diplomacy,
but the message itself.
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The ‘new normal’
India’s new policy, promoted by Prime Minister Modi, is seen as more aggressive and includes three main ideas:
1. Terror = War: Any terror attack is considered an act of war, which could lead to immediate military response.
2. No fear of nuclear threats: India rejects being intimidated by Pakistan’s nuclear weapons.
3. No difference between state and non-state actors: India will treat all attackers the same, even if the state
denies involvement.
These strong stances raise concerns internationally, especially because they could lead to more frequent
conflicts. Many countries are also uneasy because of other Indian government actions and statements, like
promises to take back Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
India’s neutral stance on global conflicts like Russia-Ukraine and its silence on Israel’s actions in Gaza
have also hurt its image among Western and Global South nations.
In this new global environment, India’s current messaging may not resonate — and needs rethinking.
Democracy in decline
India’s global reputation has also been affected by internal issues. Concerns include:

o The Citizenship Amendment Act

e Removal of Jammu & Kashmir’s special status (Article 370)
e Internet shutdowns and arrests
e Accusations of Indian agents involved in killings abroad

These actions have made India’s image less democratic and harmed its moral standing in the world.
India has every right to defend itself from terrorism.

But for diplomats to present a strong case, India must also show that it remains different from Pakistan as a
democratic, secular, stable, and law-abiding country.
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Census Delay and Its Causes

e The Census, due in 2021, was postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
e Further delays (till 2027) are unexplained, as normalcy resumed by late 2022.

e No valid reason ties the delay for the delimitation exercise, which uses past Census data.

Impact of the Delay

e Using outdated 2011 data affects planning and policy in key sectors:

+ School enrolment, vaccine targets, welfare schemes (PDS, MGNREGS), infrastructure, disaster

planning.

e Population dynamics have changed significantly since 2011.

Caste Enumeration — First Time in Census

e New addition to the Census; requires proper planning and training.

e Enumerators must distinguish between caste and surname (e.g., “Varma™ as surname, not caste).

e Prior effort (SECC 2011) saw issues like inconsistent naming and unreleased data.

Importance of the Census
e Vital for:

+ Policy formulation

+ Resource allocation

¢ Tracking demographic changes (urbanisation, migration, ageing)

+ Planning for marginalised communities

ASI to organise global meet on decoding Indus Valley script

ASI to organise global
meet on decoding
Indus Valley script

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI)
will host a three-day international conference
from August 20 to 22 in Greater Noida

to discuss deciphering the Indus Valley
script.

The Indus script, comprising pictorial
symbols, remains undeciphered due to the
lack of bilingual texts and the brevity of
inscriptions.

The inscriptions are very short, making it
hard to find patterns or meanings.

The script consists of over 400 pictorial
signs, leading some researchers to classify it

as “logo-syllabic”.

Sreeparna Chakrabart
NEW DELHI

The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) will host a
three-day  international
conference from August 20
to 22 in Greater Noida to
discuss deciphering the In-
dus Valley script.

Invitations to the inter-
national conclave on “De-
cipherment of the Indus
script: current status and
the way forward”, to be
held at the Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Institute of Ar-
chaeology, Greater Noida,
have been sent out to ex-
perts working on the Ha-
rappan civilisation and cul-
ture both in India and
abroad.

Sources in the ASI told
The Hindu that the semi-
nar would take place main-
ly through presentations,
both offline and online.
Thematic sessions shall be
designed based on the cur-
rent stage of research in
this field. Discussions shall

Seals with the script of the
Indus Valley Civilisation.

follow presentations at the
end of each session.

“The proceedings of the
seminar is anticipated to
highlight the scope and
quantum of current and fu-
ture research in the field,”
a senior ASI functionary
said.

The Indus script, com-
prising over 400 pictorial
symbols, remains undeci-
phered due to the lack of
bilingual texts and the
brevity of inscriptions. The
script consists of over 400
pictorial signs, leading
some researchers to classi-
fy it as “logo-syllabic”.
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The Indus script is the writing system used by the Indus Valley

Civilization (IVC) (c. 2500-1900 BCE).

Found on seals, tablets, pottery, copper plates, and other artifacts.

Importance of the Script

Key to understanding IVC’s administration, religion,

economy, and culture.

May hold insights into early urban planning, trade

networks, and social structure.

Could help trace the linguistic roots of South Asia.

Canada has repeated its allegation that the Indian government was 1nvolved in the killing of Hardeep
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At the same time, for the first time, Canada has officially acknowledged that Khalistani extremists based
in Canada are involved in planning and funding violence in India.

Canada says Khalistani extremists
continue to fund violence in India

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Canada doubled down on
allegations of a link bet-
ween the Indian govern-
ment and the Nijjar killing,
while acknowledging for
the first time, in a report
released on Wednesday,
that Canada-based Khalis-
tani extremists continue to
plan and fund violence in
India.

The Canadian Security
and Intelligence Service
(CSIS), which named India,
along with China, Iran, Pa-
kistan and Russia as the
“main perpetrators of fo-
reign interference and es-
pionage against Canada”,
released the report online
a day after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met with
Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney at the G-7
Summit outreach in Kana-
naskis and agreed to res-
tore High Commissioners
and a number of dialogue
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Police officers watch Sikh protesters participate in a rally as world
leaders gather for the G-7 Summit in Calgary, Canada. REUTERS

mechanisms. It was tabled
by the CSIS in the Cana-
dian Parliament last week.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) declined to
comment on the report,
which indicates that while
Canada is taking note of In-
dia’s concerns over Khalis-
tani groups more than in
the past, it maintains its al-
legations over the Nijjar
killing and other accusa-
tions of foreign interfe-

rence, including transna-
tional repression (TNR),
which New Delhi has re-
peatedly denied.

The report added Cana-
da-based Khalistani extre-
mist groups for the first
time to its section on polit-
ically motivated violent ex-
tremism (PMVE), indicat-
ing that the CSIS is taking
India’s complaints about
violence from these groups
more seriously than be-

fore, which has been a
source of New Delhi’s long-
held grievance against Ot-
tawa.

However, it said that
while “some” of Khalistani
separatist supporters took
part in legitimate protests
and other activities, “only
a small group of indivi-
duals are considered Khal-
istani extremists because
they continue to use Cana-
da as a base for the promo-
tion, fundraising or plan-
ning of violence primarily
in India”.

The report said Canada
“must remain vigilant
about continued foreign in-
terference conducted by
the Government of India”.

It said Pakistan had at-
tempted to interfere in Ca-
nadian politics, by helping
“pro-Pakistan” candidates
over those seen as “pro-In-
dia” and also carried out
TNR activities to suppress
Pakistani dissidents and
critics in the country.
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Canada says Khalistani extremists continue to fund violence in India
CSIS Report:
e The report was released by Canada’s intelligence agency (CSIS).

e [t names India, China, Iran, Pakistan, and Russia as key sources of foreign interference and
espionage in Canada.

e The report came out a day after PM Modi met Canadian PM Mark Carney at the G-7 Summit,
where both agreed to restore diplomatic ties and dialogues.

e CSIS noted that only a small group of Khalistani extremists are using Canada to promote, fundraise,
or plan violence in India.

e Others may support the Khalistan movement but are involved in peaceful protests.
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