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The Hindu Analysis- 24th June 2025

What we are going to cover today
▪  ‘Beej Utsav’ held across 3 States ( GS-3 )
▪  Governors should not play up divisive images in official functions ( GS-2 )
▪  The ECI is taking some proactive steps towards transparency ( GS-2 )
▪  Inflation falls but not unemployment ( GS-3 )
▪  Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) ( GS-2 )

‘Beej Utsav’ held across 3 States stresses role of indigenous seeds in agricultural sustainability

Recently, a 4-day Seed Festival was celebrated in the tribal areas situated on the borders of Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat
Purpose of “ Beej Utsav”
1. To understand the value of indegenious seeds.
2. Sustainability in the fields
3. Seed freedom and heritage preservation
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Included activities:
	● Beej Samvad → Discussion and information about seeds
	● Biodiversity Fair → Exhibition of biodiversity
	● Making Seed Balls → Making balls by mixing seeds with soil, used for sowing
	● Tree Plantation Drive → Activities related to planting trees

Awards were also given:
	● ‘Beej Mitra’ (Seed Friend) → To farmers who preserve seeds well
	● ‘Beej Mata’ (Seed Mother) → To women farmers for their contribution to seed conservation

Who organized it?
Some community organizations were behind this event:

	● Krishi Evam Adivasi Swaraj Sangathan
	● Gram Swaraj Samooh
	● Saksham Samooh
	● Bal Swaraj Samooh

Q. Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct regarding Beej Utsav (Seed Festival)?
1.Its objective is to conserve and promote indigenous seeds.
2.This festival was organized only in the state of Rajasthan.
3.Children and women farmers also participated in this festival.
Code:
(a) Only 1 and 2
(b) Only 2 and 3
(c) Only 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2, and 3 — All of the above

Governors should not play up divisive images in official functions
What was the news ?

	● Kerala Governor Rajendra Vishwanath 
Arlekar use image of Bharat Mata

	● Two Kerala ministers boycotted
	● This mother India Goddess portrait firstly 

presented by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay 
in His work Anand math

	● It featured ‘ Vande Mataram ‘ which became 
popular that time
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Q. Which of the following are discretionary powers of the Governor of a State?
1.Sending a report to the President of India for imposing President’s Rule.
2.Reserving certain bills passed by the State Legislature for the consideration of the President.
3.Appointing the Chief Minister when no party has a clear majority.
4.Dismissing a Minister in consultation with the Chief Minister.
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

The ECI is taking some proactive steps towards transparency

	● This article discusses the results of by-elections held in five assembly constituencies of India 
and their political implications.

	● It also reviews the recent steps taken by the Election Commission of India (ECI) to make the electoral 
process more transparent and impartial.

	● These by-elections highlight challenges related to regional politics, the role of emerging parties, and 
issues of violence and transparency at the polling booth level.
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Background:
By-elections were conducted for seats that had become vacant due to the resignation or death of legislators.
Constituencies where by-elections were held:

	● Kadi (SC), Visavadar – Gujarat
	● Nilambur – Kerala
	● Ludhiana West – Punjab
	● Kaliganj – West Bengal

Assembly elections are scheduled in these states — especially Kerala and West Bengal — in 2026, making 
these by-elections politically significant.
ECI’s New Reforms:

	● Positive Initiatives:
	◆ Mobile deposit facility at all polling stations
	◆ Faster and real-time sharing of voter turnout data
	◆ 100% webcasting at all booths — increasing transparency

Remaining Issues:
	◆ Complaints of heavy voting during the last hour at sensitive booths
	◆ Questions raised over not making video recordings public
	◆ Merely appearing fair is not enough; the Commission must also appear credible

Positive Aspects:
	◆ ECI’s reform measures are steps toward digital democracy.
	◆ Webcasting and real-time reporting have increased public trust.
	◆ The presence of emerging parties like AAP in various states is a positive sign for democracy.

Negative Aspects:
	◆ Electoral violence in West Bengal — a blot on the democratic process.
	◆ Questions raised over booth capturing and sudden spikes in voting.
	◆ No clear legal provision for making videos public — impacts transparency
	◆

Q. Consider the following statements:
1.The Election Commission of India is a five-member body.
2.Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule for the
conduct of both general elections and by-elections.
3.Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers of recognized political parties.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
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Inflation falls but not unemployment

	● (Context):
In May 2025, inflation in India fell to 2.8%, which is being seen as a success of the RBI.
However, at the same time, unemployment rose to 5.8% (it was 5.1% in April), raising questions 
about whether our economy is truly strong.
The article criticizes the over-dependence on inflationtargeting monetary policy and emphasizes 
the need for analysis based on the real economy.
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(Background):
India adopted the inflation targeting framework in 2016, with the aim of keeping CPI inflation within the 
range of 4% ± 2%.

	● The repo rate has been used as the primary tool to reduce demand and control inflation.
	● However, questions have arisen regarding the effectiveness of monetary policy in a supplyconstrained 

country like India.
	● In 2024–25, inflation declined without any major monetary changes, but GDP and employment also 

fell — presenting a contradiction.
Why Did Inflation Fall?
Not due to monetary policy, but because of:

	● Rapid growth in the agricultural sector → Increased supply of food grains
	● Slowdown in non-agricultural sectors → Reduced demand pressure
	● Decline in wages and demand in the services sector → Reduction in costpush inflation

(Impacts & Implications):
	● Impact on the Economy:

	◆ Low inflation + high unemployment = Risk of stagflation-like situation
	◆ Rising unemployment is unstable and politically risky

	● Impact on Policy:
	◆ Sole reliance on the repo rate is not suitable for India
	◆ Fiscal measures and supply-side reforms are essential

	● Impact on Social Equality:
	◆ The poor and unemployed do not benefit from low inflation because they lack income
	◆ Controlling inflation alongside rising unemployment → increases inequality and crisis

India slams OIC for its ‘unwarranted’ and ‘incorrect’ references

What is the Issue?
India has given a strong response to the OIC (Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation) because OIC made certain 
allegations against India, allegedly influenced by Pakistan.
What Allegations Did OIC Make Against India?
A meeting of the OIC was held in Türkiye, where the 
following points were raised against India:

	● “Social marginalisation” of Muslims is 
happening in India.

	● Agreements between India and Pakistan (like the 
Indus Waters Treaty) should be adhered to.

	● A broad-based dialogue should be initiated to 
resolve disputes between India and Pakistan.
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India’s Response:
India completely rejected all these remarks.
The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) stated:

	● The OIC’s remarks are “unwarranted” and “factually incorrect.”
	● Making such comments against India shows that OIC is working under Pakistan’s influence.
	● The OIC repeatedly ignores Pakistan-sponsored terrorism — for example, the recent Pahalgam 

terrorist incident, in which innocent people were killed.
	● This is, in a way, a deliberate denial of reality.

What is OIC (Organization of Islamic Cooperation)?
	● Established: 1969
	● Headquarters: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia
	● Member Countries: 57 countries (from Africa, Asia, Middle East, etc.)
	● OIC is the second-largest international organization in the world (after the UN).

Objectives of OIC:
	● To protect the rights and interests of Muslim communities
	● To promote social, economic, cultural, and scientific cooperation among member countries
	● To strengthen Islamic unity and solidarity
	● To adopt a united stance on sensitive issues like Palestine and Kashmir


