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The Hindu Analysis- 25th June 2025
▪  A reset in West Asia, a ‘de-escalation’ for the world
▪  The need for gender equity in urban bureaucracy
▪  Nuclear spectre: Israeli and U.S. actions against Iran amount to nuclear brinkmanship
▪  For first time, India breaks into top 100 in global SDG rankings

A reset in West Asia, a ‘de-escalation’ for the world

Context:

Israel and the U.S. bombed Iran’s nuclear facilities, and most countries in West Asia and beyond either 
supported it or stayed silent.
Even major powers like Russia and China, who have strong ties with Iran, chose not to intervene.
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Current situation in West Asia:
	● Iran’s nuclear threat has been neutralized.
	● Israel is now the only nuclear power in the region.
	● The U.S. has around 40,000 troops and strong military presence in 

West Asia.
	● Israel and the U.S. aim to fully dismantle Iran’s influence in the 

region (including groups supported by Iran in Lebanon, Syria, and 
Gaza).

	● Only the Houthis in Yemen and some militias in Iraq still remain active.
Why did the Gulf countries support this?

	● They feared Iran as much as, or more than, Israel.
	● Iran’s growing power and ideology made them nervous.
	● So they aligned more closely with the U.S. and Israel.
	● They are also working to improve relations with Israel (e.g., Abraham Accords).

Iran’s response:
	● Iran fired missiles at U.S. military bases in Qatar and Iraq in retaliation.
	● It claimed the number of missiles was equal to the bombs dropped by the U.S.
	● This created a dangerous situation, especially as Iran attacked a fellow Muslim country (Qatar).

Bigger picture for Iran:
	● Iran sees this as a threat to its very existence.
	● It believes the real goal of the U.S. and Israel is regime change — to remove the religious government.
	● There is no ready alternative to replace the current regime, so a collapse could lead to chaos like in 

Iraq or Libya.
	● That could fuel more terrorism and instability in the region.

Also,
	● The U.S. surprisingly announced a ceasefire between Israel and Iran. 

Iran can now say it retaliated and not look weak.
Israel was also hurt, though Western media downplayed it.

Another crisis is coming ?
	● Israel’s Prime Minister now politically stronger, is pushing to annex Gaza and the West Bank.
	● His goal is to realize the dream of “Greater Israel” with no Palestinian territories.
	● Most resistance to Israel’s plan has been crushed.
	● The U.S. seems to support this vision.

What does this mean for Palestinians?
	● If annexation happens, Israel may become an apartheid state where Palestinians have fewer rights.
	● Or it would need to offer full citizenship to Palestinians, which is unlikely.
	● Gulf leaders have largely stopped pushing for a Palestinian state, focusing more on peace with Israel 

for stability and economic benefits.
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The need for gender equity in urban bureaucracy

By 2050, over 800 million Indians will live in cities — about half of the population.
This makes India the largest driver of global urban growth. 
Cities are reshaping India’s democracy, development, and society.
Progress in Women’s Political Representation

	● 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments mandated 33% reservation for women in local 
governments.

	● 17 states and one Union Territory increased this to 50%.
	● As of 2024, women make up over 46% of local elected representatives.
	● Women are increasingly present as mayors and councillors.

But Bureaucratic Gender Gap !
	● Despite more women in politics, urban bureaucracy remains male-dominated.
	● In 2022:

	◆ Only 20% of IAS officers were women.
	◆ Urban planning, municipal engineering, and transport 

have even fewer women.
	◆ Police force: Only 11.7% are women,v mostly in desk jobs.
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Why This Matters ?
	● Women use cities differently:

	◆ Depend more on public and shared transport. (84% of women in Delhi and Mumbai used 
public/shared transport, compared to 63% of men.)

	◆ Make multiple short trips for work and caregiving.

	◆ Women at decision making level focus more on water, health, safety.

	◆ Improve public trust through empathetic governance.

	● Yet, urban planning often ignores these needs, focusing on large infrastructure instead of 
neighbourhood-level mobility.

	● A 2019 Safetipin audit of 50 cities showed over 60% of public spaces were poorly lit. Few women 
in policing weakens community safety efforts.

Gender-Responsive Budgeting (GRB):
GRB considers gender needs in government budgets.

	● India adopted a Gender Budget Statement in 2005-06.

	◆ Delhi: Women-only buses, better lighting.

	◆ Tamil Nadu: GRB in 64 departments (2022–23).

	◆ Kerala: Used GRB in its People’s Plan Campaign.

Problems with GRB in India
	● Weak monitoring, limited capacities, especially in smaller cities.

	● Often tokenistic, missing basics like pedestrian safety and childcare.

What India Needs to Do ? (Solution)
Increase Women in Urban Bureaucracy

	● Go beyond political representation.

	● Reform recruitment, promotion, and training systems.

	● Use quotas and scholarships to bring women into technical roles.

Urban growth must focus not just on GDP but also on inclusion and equality.
Cities should use: Mandatory gender audits, Participatory budgeting and Linked evaluation systems
Gender budgeting should be standard in all Urban Local Governments (ULGs).
Support through training and capacity building is essential.
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Nuclear spectre

A 12-day war between Israel and Iran, sparked by Israel’s “pre-emptive” strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites, has 
ended in a ceasefire.
These attacks, backed by the U.S., ignored the risks of radioactive leaks and violated international 
norms, targeting a country that is a signatory of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and had 
subjected its program to international scrutiny.

This aggression may now push Iran to exit the NPT and pursue nuclear weapons for deterrence, creating a 
dangerous feedback loop where any such move by Iran could be used to justify more attacks.
Meanwhile, Israel, which has nuclear weapons but is not an NPT member, faces no accountability, 
exposing double standards in global nuclear policy.
These developments, alongside Russia’s nuclear threats in Ukraine, show how global nuclear order is 
breaking down.
With nuclear powers expanding their arsenals and other countries considering nuclear weapons for security, 
the risk of global nuclear conflict is rising.
Without renewed diplomacy and a commitment to disarmament, the world faces a new, more dangerous 
era of nuclear brinkmanship, potentially worse than during the Cold War.
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For first time, India breaks into top 100 in global SDG rankings

India has, for the first time, secured a position among the top 100 countries in the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) Index, ranking 99th out of 167 nations in the 2025 edition of the Sustainable Development
Report (SDR), released on Tuesday by the UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network.
The latest report places India with a score of 67 on the SDG Index. (China is ranked 49th with a score of
74.4, while the United States stands at 44th with 75.2 points.)
India has steadily improved its standing: it ranked 112th in 2023, 121st in 2022, and 120th in 2021.
17 SDGs adopted by United Nations member states in 2015, with a score of 100 indicating full achievement 
of all goals.
Despite India’s gains, the report flagged that global progress on the SDGs has largely stalled. “Only 17 per 
cent of the SDG targets are on track to be achieved by 2030,” it stated, attributing this to “conflicts, structural
vulnerabilities, and limited fiscal space” in many regions.


