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➢ �A China led trilateral nexus as India’s new 
challenge (Page No – 8)

➢ �Convicted ex-MLA of BJP seeks Governor’s 
pardon (Page No – 5)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ M.M. Hills WLS
➢ Kishanganga & Ratle Hydroelectric Projects

A China-led trilateral nexus as India’s new challenge
Why in News?

▪ Trilateral Partnership of China, Pakistan & Afghanistan

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Trilateral Meetings:
	◆ China, Pakistan, and Bangladesh held their first trilateral 

meeting in Kunming, China, focused on strengthening 
cooperation and exploring deeper engagements.

	◆ This meeting follows another trilateral between China, 
Pakistan, and Afghanistan held earlier in May, aimed at 
expanding the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
and enhancing cooperation.

	● Historical Context:
	◆ The 1962 India-China War significantly shaped the 

relationship between China and Pakistan. 
	◆ China saw Pakistan as an ally to keep India engaged with 

immediate threats and limit its challenge to Beijing’s regional 
interests. 

	◆ Pakistan has been highly dependent on China for military 
support, infrastructure development, and economic 
assistance, including a $29 billion loan from China by the 
end of 2024.

	◆ Over 80% of Pakistan’s arms imports are from China.
	● China’s Support for Pakistan:

	◆ China has shielded Pakistan-backed terrorists at the United Nations Security Council and other 
multilateral forums. 

	◆ During India’s Operation Sindoor in May 2025, China condemned India’s retaliation against 
Pakistan, urging dialogue and backing Pakistan’s stance.
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	● Resurfacing Strategic Ideas:
	◆ The idea of using a “plus one” strategy against 

India, involving regional countries like Nepal and 
East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), emerged during 
the 1965 India-Pakistan war and has resurfaced 
now with China and Pakistan attempting to limit 
India’s influence in the region.

	◆ China and Pakistan are pushing to draw 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan into their orbit, 
especially after regime changes in both countries, 
aiming to counter India’s growing influence, 
particularly in Afghanistan.

	● Impact of Indian Retaliations:
	◆ India has shown robust responses to Pakistan-sponsored terrorism, including military strikes 

and diplomatic actions such as halting trade and suspending the Indus Waters Treaty.
	◆ India’s diplomatic and military responses, especially to Chinese border intrusions in Doklam and 

Galwan, have surprised Beijing.
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	● Challenges to China’s Regional Influence:
	◆ In the Maldives, despite initial anti-India rhetoric, 

President Mohamed Muizzu now seeks India’s 
support for the country’s economy.

	◆ In Nepal, despite the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
cooperation, there are unresolved financial issues, and 
progress has been slow. 

	◆ In Sri Lanka, President Anura Kumara Dissanayake 
maintains close ties with India, prioritizing India over 
China.

	◆ Bangladesh, while cautious, has seen increased 
engagements with Pakistan as it shifts its regional 
alliances.

	● Pakistan’s Growing Role in Regional Security:
	◆ The trilaterals could make Pakistan a more relevant 

player in South Asia, potentially fostering cross-
border terrorism and security challenges that 
directly affect India.

	◆ The nexus between China and Pakistan could create 
new complexities in regional security dynamics, 
drawing India’s neighbors closer to their orbit.

Pardoning powers of President & Governor

Why in News?

▪ Rajasthan MLA seeking pardon from Governor

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Article 72 of the Constitution empowers the President to grant pardons to persons who have been tried and
convicted of any offence in all cases where the:
Punishment or sentence is for an offence against a Union Law;
Punishment or sentence is by a court martial (military court); and
Sentence is a sentence of death.
Pardoning power of the President
Pardon
Commutation
Remission
Respite
Reprieve
The pardoning power of the governor differs from that of the President:
The President can pardon sentences inflicted by court martial(military courts) while the governor cannot.
The President can pardon death sentence while governor cannot. Even if a state law prescribes death sen-
tence, the power to grant pardon lies with the President and n.ot the governor.
However, the governor can suspend, remit or commute a death sentence. In other words, both the governor and 
the President have concurrent power in respect of suspension, remission and commutation of death sentence.
The Supreme Court examined the pardoning power of the President:
The petitioner for mercy has no right to an oral hearing by the President
The President Can examine the evidence afresh and take a view different from the view taken by the court.
The power is to be exercised by the President on the advice of the union cabinet.
There is no need for the Supreme Court to lay down specific guidelines for the exercise of power by the President.
The exercise of power by the President is not subject to judicial review except where the presidential deci-
sion is arbitrary, irra tional, mala fide or discriminatory.

 Prelims PYQ (2025)
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M.M.Hills WLS

	◆ Located in - ?
	◆ TR soon - ?
	◆ Which are the rest TRs - ?
	◆ Contiguous to - ?
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Kishanganga & Ratle Hydroelectric Projects

	● Kishanganga Hydroelectric Project: KHP is located on the Kishanganga River (tributary of 
Jhelum) in J&K. Pakistan objected, claiming that water diversion for power generation violates 
the IWT.

	● Ratle Hydroelectric Project: RHP is a run-of-theriver project on the Chenab River in J&K, 
Pakistan raised concerns that the dam’s design, including the spillway gates, gives India excessive 
control over river flow.


