
 

 

 

 

 

 

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd FEBRUARY, 2025 

 

 
 

 

 

TATHASTU IC
S

8th July 2025



(1)

The Hindu Analysis 8th July 2025

Topics Covered
▪  Rising seas, shifting lives and a test of democratic values
▪  Fostering a commitment to stop maternal deaths
▪  Women MSMEs still struggle for credit despite schemes
▪  Air pollution tied to preterm births, low birth weight in India: Study

Rising seas, shifting lives and a test of democratic values

Syllabus:

GS Paper I – Indian Society
GS Paper II – Governance, Constitution & Rights
GS Paper III – Environment & Disaster Management
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Key points from article

Climate Impact on Coastal Communities
	● Sea level rise, saltwater intrusion, and ecosystem loss displacing fishing and farming communities
	● Cases from Odisha (Satabhaya), Karnataka (Honnavar), Tamil Nadu (Nagapattinam), Gujarat (Kutch)

Development vs Ecology Conflict
	● Industrialization under Sagarmala programme, tourism, aquaculture destroying mangroves and sand dunes
	● Environmental clearances ignore cumulative ecological and climate risks
	● Migration & Labour Exploitation

	◆ Climate-induced displacement pushing people into informal labour:
	◆ Sectors: construction, domestic work, brick kilns
	◆ Issues: debt bondage, no legal protection, gender-based exploitation

Legal Gaps
	● No dedicated legislation for climate-induced displacement
	● Existing laws (Disaster Management Act, EPA 1986, CRZ 2019) lack socio-economic rehabilitation 

components
	● CRZ 2019 diluted zoning norms, favoring commercial interests 

Judicial & Constitutional Context
	● Article 21: Right to life with dignity
	● SC verdicts: M.C. Mehta (1987), Enviro-Legal Action (1996) — link between environment & 

fundamental rights
	● Labour Codes fail to cover rights of displaced informal workers

Grassroots Resistance
	● Adani Port protests – Ennore Creek, Pattuvam Mangrove Protection – Kerala, Save Satabhaya – Odisha
	● Environmental defenders face intimidation and criminalisation

Critical Analysis
	● Climate-induced displacement is a slow-onset disaster being under-recognized by legal and policy 

frameworks
	● Current development models prioritize shortterm economic gains over long-term ecological 

sustainability
	● Displaced communities are falling through the cracks of labour, urban, and environmental policies

Way Forward
	● Legal & Policy Reforms

	◆ Dedicated law on climate migration addressing rehabilitation, resettlement, and labour rights
	◆ Revise CRZ norms to restore community consent, ecological zoning, and limit commercial 

projects
	◆ Amend Labour Codes to explicitly cover informal climate migrants, especially women

	● Rights-Based Approach
	◆ Integrate decent work, health, education, and housing into urban and climate policies
	◆ Ensure participatory planning in resettlement and “managed retreat” operations
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	● Strengthening Institutions
	◆ Create a Climate Displacement Authority under NDMA or MoEFCC for coordinated action
	◆ Mainstream climate risk assessments into all infrastructure projects

	● Support Civil Society Movements
	● Recognize and protect environmental defenders as part of India’s constitutional commitment to 

the right to protest and association
Fostering a commitment to stop maternal deaths

Syllabus :

GS Paper II – Governance, Social Justice and Health Sector
GS Paper I – Society Issues related to women: Maternal health, Genderbased health disparities
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Key points from article

	● MMR (Maternal Mortality Ratio) Trends:
	◆ India’s MMR declined from 103 (2017-19) → 97 (2018-20) → 93 (2019-21)
	◆ Defined as maternal deaths per 1,00,000 live births

	● State-wise MMR Distribution:

	◆ Southern States: Kerala (20), Karnataka (63), Tamil Nadu (49)

	◆ EAG States: Madhya Pradesh (175), Assam (167), Jharkhand (51), others: 100–151

	◆ Other States: Maharashtra (38), Gujarat (53), 
Punjab (98) 

Key Government Interventions:
	● NRHM (2005) → ASHA + ANM workers, promoting 

institutional deliveries

	● NHM → Emergency transport services (108 
Ambulance), maternal death audits

	● Financial incentives for institutional delivery and 
maternal care 

	● FRUs (First Referral Units): Target - 4 per district for 2 million population

	● Systemic Deficiencies:

	◆ 66% vacancies of specialists in CHCs

	◆ Shortage of blood banks, anaesthetists, operation theatres

	◆ Delayed or absent emergency obstetric care

	● Major Medical Causes:

	◆ Postpartum haemorrhage (bleeding): leading cause of maternal deaths

	◆ Obstructed labour, hypertensive disorders, sepsis, unsafe abortions

	◆ Underlying anaemia and malnutrition, especially in EAG states

Kerala Model:

	● Confidential Review of Maternal Deaths (CRMD) Use of modern obstetric interventions like uterine 

clamps, suction cannula

	● Addressing mental health – antenatal depression & postpartum psychosis
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Women MSMEs still struggle for credit despite schemes

Syllabus :
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	● MSME Contribution to the Economy 

	◆ MSMEs contribute ~30% of India’s GDP (target: 35% in 2024)

	◆ Women-owned MSMEs = 20% of total registered units

	◆ Women-led MSMEs contribute only 10% to total turnover

	◆ Investment received by women: 11–15% of total MSME credit

	● Credit Gap

	◆ Women face a 35% credit gap vs. 20% for men 26% of women-led MSMEs cite inadequate 
funds as the top challenge

	◆ High reliance on informal credit sources

	● PM MUDRA Yojana (PMMY)

	◆ Offers collateral-free loans to non-farm MSMEs

	◆ Women hold 64% of total PMMY accounts (42.5 million)

	◆ Yet, they receive only 41% of the total sanctioned amount

	◆ ₹2.25 lakh crore out of ₹5.41 lakh crore

	● Udyam Assist Portal

	◆ Created for formal recognition of Informal

	● Micro Enterprises (IMEs)

	◆ 1.86 crore IMEs registered in 2024

	◆ 70.5% owned by women

	◆ 70.8% of IME employment generated by women

	● Barriers to Credit Access

	◆ Low financial literacy in rural/small-town women

	◆ Lack of collateral or property ownership Institutional perception of women as risky borrowers

	◆ Discriminatory banking practices: Women require 4 visits vs. 2 for men (IFC report)

	● Policy Responses

	◆ RBI liquidity measures: Repo rate cut to 5.50% (lowest since 2022)

	◆ CRR cut by 100 basis points Aim: Increase lending capacity of banks
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Air pollution tied to preterm births, lowbirth weight in India: Study

Syllabus :

GS Paper II – Governance / Health Issues related to Health and Nutrition
GS Paper III – Environment Environmental Pollution and Health
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Key points from article

Study Overview
	● Published in PLoS Global Public Health
	● Carried out by researchers from India, UK, Ireland, and Thailand
	● Based on NFHS data + satellite-based PM2.5 estimates
	● Focus: Impact of air pollution on pregnancy outcomes –

	◆ Preterm Births (PTB)
	◆ Low Birth Weight (LBW)

	● Sample: Children aged 0–5 years, 52% female
Major Findings

	● Health Impact of PM2.5 Exposure
	◆ 70% increased risk of preterm births (PTB)
	◆ 40% increased risk of low birth weight (LBW)

	● Regional Disparities
	◆ Highest risks in:
	◆ Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, UP, Bihar – heavily polluted industrial belts

	● PM2.5 in Delhi is 13.8x higher than in Kerala (The Lancet report)
Specific Outcomes

	● PTB most common in:
	◆ Himachal Pradesh (39%), Delhi (17%)

	● LBW highest in:
	◆ Punjab (22%), Delhi (19%)

	● Female children more likely to be born with LBW (20%) than males (17%)
Household and Socio-economic Correlates

	● Higher prevalence in:
	● Households using solid fuels (biomass, wood)
	● Illiterate, poorer mothers

Environmental Correlates
	● Slight temperature rise linked to increase in LBW

	◆ Causes: Maternal heat stress, dehydration, cardiovascular strain
	● Heavy rainfall & flooding:

	◆ Increase risk of waterborne infections
	◆ Disrupt healthcare access
	◆ Lead to pregnancy complications 



(10)

Analysis
	● Air pollution is not just a respiratory issue — it affects maternal and child health, impacting India’s 

demographic dividend
	● Underscores the interconnectedness of environment and public health
	● Regional disparity reflects inequality in pollution control and healthcare infrastructure
	● High impact on women and children from poor households = issue of environmental justice

Way Forward
	● Policy & Healthcare Interventions

	◆ Integrate air quality risk assessment into maternal health programmes
	◆ Prioritise awareness drives and outreach in high-risk states and districts
	◆ Expand access to clean cooking fuel (LPG) under Ujjwala 2.0
	◆ Improve rural and peri-urban healthcare infrastructure

Environmental Action
	● Implement National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) with strict targets
	● Accelerate PM2.5 monitoring and early warning systems
	● Strict enforcement of vehicular and industrial emission standards

Data-driven Governance
	● Use NFHS, remote sensing, and climate-health mapping to inform policy
	● Mandate inter-ministerial coordination between Health, Environment, and Urban Development 

ministries
Practice Question

Q. “Air pollution in India is not only an environmental issue but also a public health crisis with 
intergenerational consequences.” (250 words)


