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The Hindu Analysis 16th July 2025

Topics Covered
▪  The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships
▪  More than symbolic
▪   How is global shipping trying to decarbonise?
▪  The need to protect India’s linguistic secularism

The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships

Syllabus

	● GS Paper 2: Polity and Governance (Judiciary, Rights of Children, Legislative Reforms)
	● GS Paper 1: Society (Issues related to Adolescents, Women and Child Rights)
	● GS Paper 4: Ethics (Justice, Rights vs Law, Institutional Responsibility)
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Context:

The Supreme Court’s May 2025 judgment in Re: Right to Privacy of Adolescents reopened debate on how 

the POCSO Act criminalises all adolescent sexual relationships, even consensual ones

	● SC invoked Article 142 to withhold sentencing a man convicted under Section 6, POCSO.

	● Case involved a 14-year-old girl who eloped, married the man, and had a child.

	● The High Court acquitted him earlier citing socio-economic context and lack of awareness.

	● SC reversed the acquittal but refrained from sentencing, citing justice in context.

	● Over 24% of POCSO cases involve consensual adolescent relationships.

	● The judgment is barred from being treated as precedent due to its extraordinary nature.

	● SC recommended structural reforms and comprehensive sexuality education.

	● POCSO (2012) sets age of consent at 18, criminalising all sexual activity with minors, even if 

consensual.

	● The girl’s distress was caused not by the relationship, but by police action, legal process, and stigma.

	● SC initially dismissed HC’s view that the law undermines adolescent identity, reflecting a paternalistic 

lens.

	● Expert panel found the system’s response was more traumatic than the act itself.

	● Socio-cultural realities like poverty, early marriage, and patriarchy influence adolescent choices.

	● Judicial inconsistency remains—some HCs call for reform, others await legislation.

	● SC acknowledged systemic failure and leaned towards a rights-based approach.

Way Forward:

	● Allow judicial discretion in consensual adolescent cases.

	● Focus on counselling and rehabilitation, not punishment.

	● Introduce comprehensive sexuality education across schools.

	● Regularly review data and cases to inform policy improvements.

	● Amend POCSO to distinguish consensual vs exploitative acts among adolescents.
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More than symbolic

Syllabus

▪ GS 2: Governance

Key Takeaways from the Article

Context:
In response to India’s rising obesity levels, the Health Ministry has launched a campaign to display oil, 
sugar, and trans-fat content in traditional snacks and to curb sugar consumption in schools

	● Ministries instructed to display nutritional content (oil, sugar, trans-fat) in items like samosas, 
jalebis, laddoos.

	● Campaign starts at AIIMS Nagpur, to be scaled nationwide.
	● CBSE directed schools to establish ‘sugar boards’ for student awareness.
	● Obesity rates (NFHS data) rose from 15% to 24% in men, and 12% to 23% in women between 

2005–06 and 2019–21.
	● Despite initiatives, Front-of-Pack (FoP) labelling for packaged foods remains unenforced.
	● SC (July 2025) ordered FSSAI to implement FoP labelling immediately.
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	● Visual nudges, like those on tobacco products, can shape public choices but need legal backing.
	● FSSAI Labelling Regulations (2020) still lack finalised upper limits for salt, sugar, fat.
	● Global best practices show that HFSS food taxation and mandatory warnings reduce unhealthy 

food consumption.
	● The National Multisectoral Action Plan (2017–22) proposed FoP and ad regulations, but 

implementation is poor.
	● Research (e.g., by ICMR) confirms that warning labels are the most effective in helping consumers 

identify unhealthy foods.
	● Scientific & Policy Concepts:
	● HFSS Foods: High in Fat, Sugar, Salt — linked to obesity, diabetes, heart diseases.
	● FoP Labelling: Simplified, visible nutrition labels on packaged foods for informed decision-making. 
	● Behavioural Nudges: Subtle cues (e.g., visuals, labels) to influence healthier consumer choices.

Way Forward:
	● Enforce FoP labelling urgently through FSSAI.
	● Extend labelling norms to local eateries, not just packaged products.
	● Integrate nutrition education into school curricula.
	● Taxation and advertising controls on HFSS foods to discourage consumption.
	● Strengthen coordination under a revised Multisectoral Action Plan.

How is global shipping trying to decarbonise?

Syllabus

GS Paper 3: Environment, Energy, Infrastructure, Industrial Policy
GS Paper 2: International cooperation, Government initiatives
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Context:
With global shipping aiming for net-zero emissions by 2040–2050, India is positioning itself as a green fuel 
hub by capitalising on its solar energy potential and industrial base.

	● Current Fuels: Shipping still relies on Very Low Sulphur Fuel Oil (VLSFO), diesel, and LNG.
	● Emerging Alternatives: Shift underway toward green methanol, green ammonia, and biofuels.
	● Methanol-powered ships: Over 360 vessels are operational or under construction globally.
	● Fuel Comparison:

	◆ Green e-methanol: ~$1,950/tonne
	◆ VLSFO: ~$560/tonne (Cost gap a key barrier to adoption)

India’s Strategy:
	● Bunkering Hubs: Development of green fuel refuelling stations at Tuticorin and Kandla ports.
	● Export Focus: Plans to supply green fuels to Singapore, which handles 25% of global bunkering.
	● Shipbuilding Push:

	◆ $10 billion plan to build 10 green-capable ships.
	◆ Boost to domestic shipyards with international 

tieups (e.g., Japan, South Korea).
	● Solar Energy Base:

	◆ 105 GW solar capacity (as of 2025) to support 
green hydrogen production.

	● Incentives & Finance:
	◆ PLI schemes, CCUS, sovereign guarantees to lower costs.
	◆ Push for multilateral financing at ~4% interest (vs 11– 12% domestically).

Challenges:
	● High Costs of green fuels vs conventional options.
	● Safety and infrastructure issues, especially for green ammonia.
	● Conservatism in the shipping industry slows adoption.
	● Need for global capital, policy certainty, and technology transfe

Way Forward:
Scale up green hydrogen infrastructure. 
Offer subsidies and long-term purchase guarantees to reduce fuel price volatility.
Promote multilateral cooperation for technology sharing and lowcost capital.
Fast-track port infrastructure for bunkering and fuel handling.
Align maritime strategy with India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission. 

	● Green Hydrogen: Produced via electrolysis using renewable energy.
	● Green Methanol: Synthesised from green hydrogen + industrial CO₂; safer and requires minimal 

engine changes.
	● Green Ammonia: Made using green hydrogen + atmospheric nitrogen; zero emissions but requires 

strict handling protocols.



(6)

	● Drop-in Fuels: Can be used in existing engines with minimal modification.
	● Bunkering: Supplying fuel to ships at ports.

The need to protect India’s linguistic secularism

Syllabus

GS Paper 1: Indian Society – Diversity, Regionalism
GS Paper 2: Constitution – Federalism, Minority Rights

Context:
The article highlights the rising language-based tensions (e.g., in Maharashtra) and sustained resistance to 
Hindi imposition in southern and northeastern states, stressing the need to uphold linguistic secularism 
as a pillar of India’s plural democracy.

	● Census 2011: India has 121 languages and 270 mother tongues; 22 languages are listed in the 
Eighth Schedule.

	● Article 343: Hindi in Devanagari is the official 
language of the Union; states can adopt their own.

	● Article 29: Guarantees minority rights to conserve 
language, script, and culture.

	● No national language in India — ensures language 
neutrality and avoids majoritarian dominance.

	● 96.71% of Indians speak a Scheduled Language as 
mother tongue. 

	● Linguistic violence (e.g., Maharashtra) shows the 
dangers of linguistic chauvinism.

	● Indian secularism includes neutrality towards 
language, not just religion.
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	● India follows an inclusive secular model that prevents religious and linguistic dominance.
	● Linguistic pluralism sustains federalism and national unity, avoiding cultural homogenisation.
	● Dravidian movements, and Northeast protests reflect long-standing fears of linguistic 

centralisation.
	● Political use of language identity can deepen divides and fragment society.
	● The Constitutional framework protects multilingualism as essential to national integrity.
	● In the global era, rigid linguistic policies can harm cohesion and inclusion.

Key Concepts:
Eighth Schedule: Grants official status to select languages; used for recruitment, education, etc.
Linguistic Secularism: The State must be neutral in language policy, providing equal respect and 
support to all languages.
Way Forward:

	● Avoid language imposition; promote linguistic harmony and inclusivity.
	● Strengthen mother tongue-based education while supporting multilingual competencies.
	● Encourage policy neutrality in official communication and public services.
	● Political parties must refrain from exploiting language identity for electoral gains


