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➢ �Dhankar’s exit notified, but key questions re-
main (Page No – 1)

➢ �Top court issues notice to States, Centre on 
powers of President & Governors (Page No – 1)

➢ �US to pull out of UNESCO again, 2 years after 
rejoining (Page No – 16)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ MiG 27
➢ Manual Scavenging (Schemes)

Dhankhar’s exit notified, but key questions remain
Why in News?

▪ Resignation of the Vice President of India

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Election of Vice President:
	◆ The Vice-President, like the President, is elected not directly by the people but by the method of 

indirect election.
	◆ He/she is elected by the members of an electoral college consisting of the members of both Houses 

of Parliament.
	◆ Thus, this electoral college is different from the electoral college for the election of the President 

in the following two respects:
	◆ It consists of both elected and nominated members of the Parliament (in the case of president, 

only elected members).
	◆ It does not include the members of the state legislative assemblies (in the case of President, 

the elected members of the state legislative assemblies are included).
	◆ Term of office - ?
	◆ Resignation - ?
	◆ Removal process - ?
	◆ How many days notice - ?
	◆ No ground has been mentioned in the Constitution for his/ her removal.

	● Vacancy in Office
	◆ On the expiry of his/her tenure of five years
	◆ By his/her resignation
	◆ On his/ her removal
	◆ By his/ her death
	◆ Otherwise, for example, when he/she becomes disqualified to hold office or when his/her election 

is declared void.
	◆ When the vacancy is going to be caused by the expiration of the term of the sitting Vice President, 

an election to fill the vacancy must be held before the expiration of the term.
	◆ If the office falls vacant by resignation, removal, death or otherwise, then election to fill the 

vacancy should be held as soon as possible after the occurrence of the vacancy.
	◆ The newly elected Vice-President remains in office for a full term of five years from the date he/

she assumes charge of his/her office.
Prelims PYQs (2013)

Q. Consider the following statements: [2013]
1. The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha are not the members of that House.
2. �While the nominated members of the two Houses of the Parliament have no voting right in the presidential 

election, they have the right to vote in the election of the Vice President.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only			   (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2		  (d) Neither 1 nor 2 



(3)

Prelims PYQs (2004)

Q. The resolution for removing the Vice-President of India can be moved in the: [2004]
(a) Lok Sabha alone
(b) Either House of Parliament
(c) Joint Sitting of Parliament
(d) Rajya Sabha alone

Top court issues notice to States, Centre on powers of President, Governors

Why in News?

▪ Presidential Reference (Article 143)

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity

	●
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Key Takeaways from the Article 

	● Article 143 (Advisory jurisdiction) empowers the President 
of India to seek the SC’s advisory opinion on any question 
of law or fact that is of public importance and is likely to 
arise or has already arisen.

	● This provision establishes the SC’s advisory jurisdiction, 
which is exclusive to the President.

	● Article 200 of the Indian Constitution outlines the process for a Bill passed by the Legislative 
Assembly of a State to be presented to the Governor for assent, who may either assent, withhold 
assent or reserve the Bill for consideration by the President.

	◆ The Governor may also return the Bill with a message requesting reconsideration by the House 
or Houses.
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	● Article 201: It states that “when a Bill is reserved by a Governor for 
the consideration of the President, the President shall either assent to 
the Bill or withhold assent therefrom.” 

	◆ The SC noted that Article 201 provides no specific timeline 
for Presidential assent, and such delays can stall legislative 
processes, leaving state Bills in “indefinite and uncertain 
abeyance.”

	◆ It emphasized that inaction violates the constitutional principle 
of nonarbitrariness in the exercise of power.

Q. Which of the following are the discretionary powers given to the Governor of a State? (2014)
1. Sending a report to the President of India for imposing the President’s rule
2. Appointing the Ministers
3. Reserving certain bills passed by the State Legislature for consideration of the President of India
4. Making the rules to conduct the business of the State Government
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only		  (b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only		  (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

US to pull out of UNESCO again, 2 years after rejoining

Why in News?

▪ US to pull out of UNESCO

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article 

	● The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) is a specialised UN agency 
committed to fostering global peace through education, 
science, culture, and information exchange.

	● Founded on - November 16, 1945 (Constitution came into 
force in 1946)

	● Headquarters - Paris, France
	● Key Functions:

	◆ Promote education access and literacy across member states.
	◆ Safeguard world heritage - both cultural and natural - through its World Heritage Sites.
	◆ Foster scientific cooperation (e.g., tsunami warning systems, biosphere reserves).
	◆ Protect intangible heritage and traditional knowledge (e.g., Nubian Monuments rescue).
	◆ Set ethical standards on digital governance, AI, and genetic research.
	◆ Advocate for freedom of expression, copyright protection, and global knowledge equity.

	● UNESCO Initiatives:
	◆ Man and Biosphere Programme (1971)
	◆ World Heritage Convention (1972)
	◆ Convention for Safeguarding Intangible Heritage (2003)
	◆ Global Education Coalition (2020) during COVID19
	◆ Ethics of AI Recommendations (2021)

Mains PYQs (2019)
Q. ‘Too little cash, too much politics, leaves UNESCO fighting for life.’ Discuss the statement in the light of 
US’ withdrawal and its accusation of the cultural body as being ‘anti-Israel bias’. 		  (10m 150 words)

MiG-21 fighter jets to retire in September

	● The Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG 21 is a 

supersonic jet fighter and interceptor 

aircraft, designed by the Mikoyan-

Gurevich Design Bureau in the Soviet 

Union. 

	● MiG is a product of the Soviet Union which 

entered into service in 1959.
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	● Approximately 60 countries on four continents have flown 
the MiG-21, and it still serves many nations six decades 
after its maiden flight. 

	● India inducted the MiG-21 in 1963 and got full technology 
transfer and rights to license-build the aircraft in the 
country.

	● Russia stopped producing the aircraft in 1985, while India 
continued operating the upgraded variants.

Sewer deaths in India (no safety gear)

	● Government Schemes for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers
	◆ Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS)
	◆ Swachh Bharat Mission
	◆ NAMASTE Scheme (2022)
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Prelims PYQs (2016)

Q. Rashtriya Garima Abhiyaan’ is a national campaign to [2016]
(a) rehabilitate the homeless and destitute persons and provide them with suitable sources of livelihood
(b) release the sex workers from their practice and provide them with alternative sources of livelihood
(c) eradicate the practice of manual scavenging and rehabilitate the manual scavengers
(d) release the bonded labourers from their bondage and rehabilitate them


