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The Hindu Analysis 24th July , 2025

Topics Covered
▪  The reality of the changing dimensions of warfare
▪  Takeaways from the Swachh Survekshan
▪  From Delhi’s air quality crises
▪  Can Presidential Reference change a judgment?
▪ Is the plastic industry trying to influence green policies?

The reality of the changing dimensions of warfare

GS Paper II – International Relations 
GS Paper III – Internal Security & Defence Role of external state and non-state actors in creating 
challenges to internal security
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Key points from article

	● Changing Global Order:
	◆ Post-WWII era witnessed illusory peace, built on the dominance of the US and nuclear deterrence.
	◆ Institutions like Westphalian state system and rules-based order are losing relevance.

	● Turning Points in Warfare:
	◆ Operation Desert Storm (1991) marked the first 

modern-era war with three-dimensional strikes 
and networked battlefield operations.

	◆ 9/11 (2001) altered global intervention doctrines 
but didn’t fully reveal the transformation in 
warfare.

	◆ Ukraine War (2022) and conflict in West Asia 
reflect automation, AI, and drone warfare 
becoming central.

	● 2025 India-Pakistan Conflict:
	◆ Featured drones, loitering munitions, air-toair 

missiles, BrahMos, GPS-guided & laser bombs.
	◆ Pakistan used China’s PL-15 missiles and 

Turkish Songar drones.
	◆ Highlighted shift to high-tech precision warfare 

and semi-autonomous weapon systems.
	● Features of Modern Warfare:

	◆ Shift from physical force to network-centric and multi-domain strategies.
	◆ Increasing use of:
	◆ AI-driven systems
	◆ Cyber warfare
	◆ Hypersonic weapons (speed > Mach 5)
	◆ Autonomous drones and digital battlefields
	◆ Traditional doctrines are becoming outdated in light of these digital and autonomous systems

	● India’s Defence Modernisation:
	◆ India’s plans (Rafales, delayed indigenous 

jets & missiles) lag behind global trends.
	◆ China already producing 5th and 6th 

generation fighter jets (J-20, J-10).
	◆ Lack of high-altitude, long-endurance UAVs 

a strategic gap in Indian military arsenal.
	◆ Emphasis on diversification and 

technological leap in procurement & R&D.
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	● Way Forward Revamp Defence Modernisation Plans:
	◆ Shift focus from traditional platforms to networked, AI-based autonomous systems.
	◆ Redesign procurement policies in line with modern threat perceptions.

	● Invest in Indigenous R&D: 
	◆ Accelerate production of indigenous drones, hypersonic weapons, and stealth aircraft under 

Make in India and iDEX initiatives.
	● Develop Cyber & AI Warfare Capabilities:

	◆ Create dedicated cyber commands and AI-based battlefield integration systems.
	● Strategic Partnerships for Tech Transfer:

	◆ Collaborate with tech-advanced nations like Israel, US, France, Japan for joint R&D in critical 
defence technologies.

	● Two-Front War Preparedness:
	◆ Build multi-layered deterrence strategies and prepare for simultaneous China-Pakistan 

threats, especially in mountainous terrain.
Takeaways from the Swachh Survekshan

GS Paper II – Governance
GS Paper III – Environment Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, waste management 
Environmental impact assessment Urbanization and associated issues.
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Key points from article

	● Largest Cleanliness Survey Globally:
	◆ Swachh Survekshan 2024-25 was the 9th edition, covering 4,500+ cities (vs <100 in 2016).
	◆ 140 million citizens’ feedback, third-party assessments, and 10 broad parameters used.
	◆ Acts as both a ranking tool and performance audit of urban sanitation and waste management.

	● Introduction of ‘Super Swachh League’:
	◆ Created to allow top-ranked cities (e.g., Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai) to compete separately.
	◆ Opened space for new cities like Lucknow, Bhopal, Ahmedabad to rise in rankings in the million+ 

category.
	● Expansion of Population Categories:

	◆ Cities now classified into five population tiers (from <20,000 to million-plus), offering fairer 
competition.

	◆ Enabled better representation and democratization of cleanliness standards.
	● Odisha’s Notable Performance:

	◆ Bhubaneswar jumped from 34th to 9th. 
	◆ Smaller cities like Aska and Chikiti entered top ranks.
	◆ Mid-size cities like Cuttack and Berhampur also improved, 

showing a broader geographical spread of success.
	● Regional Disparities:

	◆ Southern cities underperformed overall, with Bengaluru lagging.

	◆ Better performers in the South included Hyderabad, Tirupati, Vijayawada, Mysuru.

	◆ NCR showed mixed results – NDMC, Noida excelled, while Delhi, Gurugram, Ghaziabad 
improved despite bad press.

	● Role of Best Practices and Mentorship:

	◆ Examples of innovation:

	◆ Indore: 6-category waste segregation

	◆ Surat: Sewage-treated water revenue

	◆ Pune: Ragpicker cooperatives

	◆ Agra: Bioremediation at toxic Kuberpur site

	◆ Lucknow: Iconic “waste wonder park”

	● Tourist Cities Given Priority:

	◆ Prayagraj awarded for sanitation at Maha Kumbh.

	◆ Highlighted need for consistent cleanliness, not just during events, to boost tourism (India has 
<1.5% of global tourist arrivals).
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	● RRR Theme – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle:

	◆ Current theme is aligned with circular economy.

	◆ Potential to generate jobs, enterprises, and SHG involvement. 

	◆ Last theme: Waste to Wealth – yet to fully realise economic potential due to investor concerns 
and lack of incentives.

	● Challenges and Gaps:

	◆ Behavioural shift against waste, plastic, and consumerism still weak.

	◆ 1.5 lakh tonnes of waste generated daily – pressing need for decentralised management.

	◆ Plastic and e-waste remain particularly difficult to manage.

	◆ Citizen engagement beyond token efforts remains inadequate.

	● Surat’s Transformation:

	◆ From a garbage-laden city 3 decades ago to a top performer now — a powerful case study 
of transformation through planning and political will.

Way Forward
	● Scale Up Mentorship Models:

	◆ Link high-performing cities with nderperformers to share models, SOPs, and technology in 
waste management.

	● Decentralise Urban Waste Governance:

	◆ Empower Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) with autonomy, funding, and capacity building to 
handle waste at the ward level.

	● Invest in Circular Economy Models:

	◆ Incentivise private investment in waste-to-energy, composting, and recycling industries to 
build a green economy.

	● Mass Behavioural Campaigns:

	◆ Launch a nationwide behavioural movement like ODF (Open Defecation Free) to build 
intolerance for littering and wastage.

	● Incorporate Waste Management into Tourism Planning:

	◆ Urban sanitation must be integrated with city branding and tourism strategy to enhance 
India’s international appeal.

From Delhi’s air quality crises

GS Paper II – Governance
GS Paper III – Environment Environmental pollution and degradation: Air pollution
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Key points from article

	● Seasonal Urgency:
	◆ July–August is the critical window to act before the winter smog season in DelhiNCR.
	◆ Delhi’s air quality deteriorates sharply every October–January, due to meteorological factors 

and increased emissions.
	● Pollution is Regional, Not Local:

	◆ Pollution in Delhi is caused both by local sources (vehicular, construction dust) and transboundary 
emissions (from Punjab, Haryana, UP, etc.).

	◆ The Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP) acts as a single airshed, where emissions easily travel across 
state boundaries.
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	● Common Pollution Sources in IGP:
	◆ Household biomass burning, especially in rural/semi-urban belts.
	◆ Industrial emissions (unclean fuels like pet coke still used in some States).
	◆ Freight movement & old vehicles crossing states with different age rules.
	◆ Road dust, aggravated by poor  coordination between Central and State agencies managing 

roads.
	● Fragmented Governance Challenges:

	◆ Lack of standard fuel regulations across States.
	◆ Uncoordinated policies on vehicle scrappage, fuel usage, and brick kiln technology.
	◆ No legal mandate for regional planning, despite India being party to agreements like:
	◆ Stockholm Declaration (1972)
	◆ Rio Declaration (1992)
	◆ Malé Declaration (1998) on transboundary air pollution in South Asia.

	● CAQM – A Potential Institutional Solution:

	◆ Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) created to coordinate clean air efforts 
across Delhi-NCR.

	◆ CAQM has overriding powers, but needs stronger political backing and funding to implement 
regional plans.

	● New Political Opportunity:

	◆ As of 2025, Centre and most NCR states (Delhi, UP, Haryana, Rajasthan) are politically 
aligned.

	◆ Presents a rare opportunity for synchronized regional action.

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for 
South Asia.
Adopted: 1998 in Malé, capital of Maldives.
Initiated by: UNEP and Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI).
Under the umbrella of: South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP). 
Objectives
Promote clean air and clean environment across South Asia.
Suggested Measures:

	● Use Malé Declaration principles to define joint regional targets.

	● Promote clean fuel and vehicle standards across states.

	● Focus on biomass burning, which contributes more than transportation to air pollution.

	● Coordinate actions across departments under a common mandate
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Way Forward
	● Regional Emission Standards Across the IGP:

	◆ Define uniform emission norms, vehicle age limits, and clean fuel policies across all IGP states.
	● Strengthen CAQM’s Implementation Role:

	◆ Give statutory authority and adequate funding to CAQM to enforce inter-state action plans and 
ensure accountability.

	● Coordinate Sectoral Policies:
	◆ Jointly regulate industrial fuels, vehicle emissions, and agricultural residue burning with 

shared monitoring systems.
	● Expand R&D and Incentives for Cleaner Alternatives:

	◆ Invest in eco-friendly industrial technologies, zig-zag brick kilns, and bio-decomposers for 
crop stubble.

	● Institutionalize Political and Administrative Cooperation:
	◆ Regular inter-state coordination meetings, backed by Central and State MoUs, to review clean 

air progress.
Can Presidential Reference change a judgment?

GS Paper II – Polity and Governance Separation of powers between various organs Structure, organization and 
functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Powers, functions, and responsibilities of thePresident and Governors
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Key points from article

Context and Origin of the Presidential Reference:
	● On July 22, 2025, the Supreme Court issued notices to Centre and States regarding a Presidential 

Reference under Article 143(1).
	● The reference seeks clarity on whether courts can compel the President and Governors to act 

within specific timelines on Bills passed by State legislatures.
	● It follows the April 8 Supreme Court ruling, which held Governor’s inaction on Bills to be 

illegal, introducing judicially enforceable timelines for constitutional authorities.
What is a Presidential Reference (Article 143)?

	● Under Article 143(1), the President can seek the Supreme Court’s advisory opinion on questions of 
law or fact of public importance.

	● The Supreme Court may decline to answer the Reference and must limit itself strictly to the 
questions referred.

	● Discretionary, not mandatory – as upheld in the Special Courts Bill (1978) and Ayodhya 
Reference (1993) cases.

Binding Nature of Advisory Opinions:
	● Advisory opinions under Article 143 are not binding, unlike decisions under Article 141 which 

constitute binding precedents.
	● However, advisory opinions hold persuasive value, and in practice, courts sometimes treat them 

with quasi-authoritative weight. 
	● Example: R.K. Garg case (1981) treated Special Courts Bill Reference as binding, despite caveats

Can the April 8 Judgment Be Overturned via Article 143?
	● No. As per the Cauvery Tribunal case, Article 143 cannot be used to review settled judicial 

decisions.
	● The April 8 ruling was adjudicatory, delivered under Article 141, and thus remains binding.
	● Valid mechanisms to challenge it: 

	◆ Review Petition under Article 137
	◆ Curative Petition (extraordinary remedy)

	● However, the court can clarify or restate the legal position without disturbing the original ratio 
decidendi, as seen in:

	◆ Natural Resources Allocation Reference (2012)
	◆ Judicial Appointments Reference (1998) – modified functioning of collegium without 

overturning the 1993 judgment.
Way Forward

	● Clarify Constitutional Limits of Judicial Timelines:
	◆ The Supreme Court should outline whether prescribed timelines for constitutional 

functionaries are judicially enforceable or advisory in nature.
	● Strengthen Federal Accountability: 

	◆ Ensure that Governors and the President perform constitutional duties in a time-bound 
manner to uphold legislative primacy and cooperative federalism.
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	● Institutionalize Advisory Opinions Protocol:
	◆ Define a framework for when and how advisory opinions are sought, preventing misuse for 

political ends or judicial overreach.
	● Encourage Constitutional Clarity via Dialogue:

	◆ Promote inter-institutional discussions between executive, legislature, and judiciary to resolve 
constitutional grey zones without conflict.

	● Use Presidential Reference for Legal Clarification, Not Review:
	◆ Avoid using Article 143 as a disguised tool for overturning judgments, preserving the sanctity 

of judicial review and separation of powers
Is the plastic industry trying to influence green policies?

GS Paper 3 – Environment

Key points from article

Plastic Industry’s Tactics Resemble Tobacco Lobbying
	● Profit over Public Interest: Both industries promote harmful products while shifting the burden to 

consumers.
	● Blaming Consumers: Plastic industry pushes individual recycling responsibility, avoiding systemic reform.
	● Greenwashing:

	◆ Mislabeling of plastic as “biodegradable” or “compostable” without adequate standards.
	◆ Echoes the ‘light’/‘mild’ cigarette campaigns of tobacco firms.

	● Misleading Science:
	◆ Example: U.S. reports by NPR and PBS showed that recycling was promoted despite industry 

knowing it wasn’t feasible at scale.
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	● Industry Capture:
	◆ At the UN Plastics Treaty negotiation (INC-3), fossil fuel and chemical lobbyists increased by 

36% over previous rounds.
Global South as the New Target

	● Shifting Focus:
	◆ OECD’s Global Plastic Outlook (2022) projects:

	◆ Plastic consumption to triple in Asia and double in SubSaharan Africa by 2060.
	◆ Only 15% growth in Europe due to tighter regulations.

	● Weaker Regulations: Developing nations are more vulnerable due to lax enforcement and poor 
waste infrastructure.

India’s Stand on Plastic Waste Management
	● Role of Informal Sector:

	◆ 70% of recycled plastic in India is handled by informal workers (ragpickers, sorters).
	◆ They work without legal recognition, PPE, or social security.
	◆ Exposed to hazardous materials, toxic fumes, often living in poverty.

	● Policy Integration:
	◆ National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (2024):

	◆ Safety gear, Ayushman Bharat coverage, and social security.
	◆ 80,000+ workers profiled by May 2025 (Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment).

	● EPR Norms under PWM Rules (2016, amended 2022):
	◆ Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) mandates producers to manage post-consumer 

plastic waste.
	◆ Criticism: Weak enforcement and lack of compliance tracking.

Way Forward / Implications
	● Recognize & Formalize Waste Pickers:

	◆ Create a national database.
	◆ Extend health benefits, skill training, and social security.

	● Stronger EPR Enforcement:
	◆ Penalize non-compliant producers.
	◆ Integrate informal sector with formal recyclers under EPR obligations.

	● Transparency in Global Negotiations:
	◆ Reduce industry influence at platforms like the UN Plastic Treaty.
	◆ Push for binding targets and clear definitions of recyclable/biodegradable materials.

	● Consumer Awareness vs Corporate Accountability:
	◆ Shift narrative from individual responsibility to systemic reform.
	◆ Ban greenwashing ads; enforce scientific verification of environmental claims.


