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�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

	● �&�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���*�O�R�E�D�O���2�U�G�H�U��

	◆ Post-WWII era witnessed illusory peace, built on the �G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���8�6���D�Q�G���Q�X�F�O�H�D�U���G�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H��

	◆ Institutions like �:�H�V�W�S�K�D�O�L�D�Q���V�W�D�W�H���V�\�V�W�H�P��and �U�X�O�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�U�G�H�U��are losing relevance.

	● �7�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���3�R�L�Q�W�V���L�Q���:�D�U�I�D�U�H��

	◆ �2�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���'�H�V�H�U�W���6�W�R�U�P����������������marked the �I�L�U�V�W��
�P�R�G�H�U�Q���H�U�D�� �Z�D�U��with three-dimensional strikes 
and networked battlefield operations.

	◆ ������������������������altered global intervention doctrines 
but didn’t fully reveal the transformation in 
warfare.

	◆ �8�N�U�D�L�Q�H���:�D�U����������������and �F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���L�Q���:�H�V�W���$�V�L�D��
reflect �D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�R�Q���� �$�,, and �G�U�R�Q�H�� �Z�D�U�I�D�U�H��
becoming central.

	● �����������,�Q�G�L�D���3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q���&�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W��

	◆ Featured �G�U�R�Q�H�V���� �O�R�L�W�H�U�L�Q�J�� �P�X�Q�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �D�L�U���W�R�D�L�U��
�P�L�V�V�L�O�H�V�����%�U�D�K�0�R�V, GPS-guided & laser bombs.

	◆ Pakistan used �&�K�L�Q�D�¶�V�� �3�/�������� �P�L�V�V�L�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G��
�7�X�U�N�L�V�K���6�R�Q�J�D�U���G�U�R�Q�H�V��

	◆ Highlighted �V�K�L�I�W���W�R���K�L�J�K���W�H�F�K���S�U�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�D�U�I�D�U�H��
and �V�H�P�L���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�R�X�V���Z�H�D�S�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V��

	● �)�H�D�W�X�U�H�V���R�I���0�R�G�H�U�Q���:�D�U�I�D�U�H��

	◆ Shift from physical force to �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N���F�H�Q�W�U�L�F���D�Q�G���P�X�O�W�L���G�R�P�D�L�Q���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V��

	◆ Increasing use of:

	◆ �$�,���G�U�L�Y�H�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V

	◆ �&�\�E�H�U���Z�D�U�I�D�U�H

	◆ �+�\�S�H�U�V�R�Q�L�F���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V��(speed > Mach 5)

	◆ �$�X�W�R�Q�R�P�R�X�V���G�U�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���E�D�W�W�O�H�I�L�H�O�G�V

	◆ Traditional doctrines are becoming outdated in light of these digital and autonomous systems

	● �,�Q�G�L�D�¶�V���'�H�I�H�Q�F�H���0�R�G�H�U�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q��

	◆ India’s plans (Rafales, delayed indigenous 
jets & missiles) �O�D�J���E�H�K�L�Q�G���J�O�R�E�D�O���W�U�H�Q�G�V��

	◆ China already producing 5th and 6th 
�J�H�Q�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�L�J�K�W�H�U���M�H�W�V��(J-20, J-10).

	◆ Lack of high-altitude, long-endurance UAVs 
a �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���J�D�S��in Indian military arsenal.

	◆ Emphasis on �G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G��
�W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���O�H�D�S��in procurement & R&D.
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	● �:�D�\���)�R�U�Z�D�U�G���5�H�Y�D�P�S���'�H�I�H�Q�F�H���0�R�G�H�U�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���3�O�D�Q�V��

	◆ Shift focus from traditional platforms to �Q�H�W�Z�R�U�N�H�G�����$�,���E�D�V�H�G���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�R�X�V���V�\�V�W�H�P�V��

	◆ Redesign procurement policies in line with modern threat perceptions.

	● �,�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���5�	�'����

	◆ Accelerate production of �L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���G�U�R�Q�H�V�����K�\�S�H�U�V�R�Q�L�F���Z�H�D�S�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���V�W�H�D�O�W�K���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W��under 
Make in India and iDEX initiatives.

	● �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S���&�\�E�H�U���	���$�,���:�D�U�I�D�U�H���&�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V��

	◆ Create dedicated �F�\�E�H�U���F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���$�,���E�D�V�H�G���E�D�W�W�O�H�I�L�H�O�G���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���V�\�V�W�H�P�V��

	● �6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F���3�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S�V���I�R�U���7�H�F�K���7�U�D�Q�V�I�H�U��

	◆ Collaborate with tech-advanced nations like �,�V�U�D�H�O�����8�6�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�����-�D�S�D�Q��for���M�R�L�Q�W���5�	�' in critical 
defence technologies.

	● �7�Z�R���)�U�R�Q�W���:�D�U���3�U�H�S�D�U�H�G�Q�H�V�V��

	◆ Build �P�X�O�W�L���O�D�\�H�U�H�G�� �G�H�W�H�U�U�H�Q�F�H��strategies and prepare for simultaneous �&�K�L�Q�D���3�D�N�L�V�W�D�Q��
threats, especially in mountainous terrain.

�7�D�N�H�D�Z�D�\�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���6�Z�D�F�K�K���6�X�U�Y�H�N�V�K�D�Q

�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���,�,��– Governance
�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���,�,�,��– �(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, waste management 
Environmental impact assessment Urbanization and associated issues.
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�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

	● �/�D�U�J�H�V�W���&�O�H�D�Q�O�L�Q�H�V�V���6�X�U�Y�H�\���*�O�R�E�D�O�O�\��

	◆ �6�Z�D�F�K�K���6�X�U�Y�H�N�V�K�D�Q������������������was the ���W�K��edition, covering 4,500+ cities (vs <100 in 2016).

	◆ ���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�¶���I�H�H�G�E�D�F�N, third-party assessments, and 10 broad parameters used.

	◆ Acts as both a ranking tool and performance audit of urban sanitation and waste management.

	● �,�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�6�X�S�H�U���6�Z�D�F�K�K���/�H�D�J�X�H�¶��

	◆ Created to allow top-ranked cities (e.g., Indore, Surat, Navi Mumbai) to compete separately.

	◆ Opened space for new cities like Lucknow, Bhopal, Ahmedabad to rise in rankings in the �P�L�O�O�L�R�Q����
�F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\��

	● �(�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���3�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���&�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V��

	◆ Cities now classified into �I�L�Y�H���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���W�L�H�U�V��(from <20,000 to million-plus), offering �I�D�L�U�H�U��
�F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��

	◆ Enabled better representation and democratization of cleanliness standards.

	● �2�G�L�V�K�D�¶�V���1�R�W�D�E�O�H���3�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H��

	◆ �%�K�X�E�D�Q�H�V�Z�D�U���M�X�P�S�H�G���I�U�R�P�������W�K���W�R�����W�K����

	◆ Smaller cities like �$�V�N�D���D�Q�G���&�K�L�N�L�W�L��entered top ranks.

	◆ �0�L�G���V�L�]�H�� �F�L�W�L�H�V�� �O�L�N�H�� �&�X�W�W�D�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �%�H�U�K�D�P�S�X�U��also improved, 
showing a �E�U�R�D�G�H�U���J�H�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O���V�S�U�H�D�G���R�I���V�X�F�F�H�V�V��

	● �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���'�L�V�S�D�U�L�W�L�H�V��

	◆ Southern cities underperformed overall, with �%�H�Q�J�D�O�X�U�X���O�D�J�J�L�Q�J��

	◆ Better performers in the South included �+�\�G�H�U�D�E�D�G�����7�L�U�X�S�D�W�L�����9�L�M�D�\�D�Z�D�G�D�����0�\�V�X�U�X��

	◆ NCR showed mixed results – �1�'�0�&���� �1�R�L�G�D�� �H�[�F�H�O�O�H�G, while �'�H�O�K�L���� �*�X�U�X�J�U�D�P���� �*�K�D�]�L�D�E�D�G��
improved despite bad press.

	● �5�R�O�H���R�I���%�H�V�W���3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���0�H�Q�W�R�U�V�K�L�S��

	◆ Examples of innovation:

	◆ �,�Q�G�R�U�H����6-category waste segregation

	◆ �6�X�U�D�W����Sewage-treated water revenue

	◆ �3�X�Q�H����Ragpicker cooperatives

	◆ �$�J�U�D����Bioremediation at toxic Kuberpur site

	◆ �/�X�F�N�Q�R�Z����Iconic “waste wonder park”

	● �7�R�X�U�L�V�W���&�L�W�L�H�V���*�L�Y�H�Q���3�U�L�R�U�L�W�\��

	◆ �3�U�D�\�D�J�U�D�M���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G��for sanitation at Maha Kumbh.

	◆ Highlighted need for consistent cleanliness, not just during events, to boost tourism (India has 
<1.5% of global tourist arrivals).
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	● �5�5�5���7�K�H�P�H���±���5�H�G�X�F�H�����5�H�X�V�H�����5�H�F�\�F�O�H��

	◆ Current theme is aligned with circular economy.

	◆ Potential to generate �M�R�E�V�����H�Q�W�H�U�S�U�L�V�H�V�����D�Q�G���6�+�*���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W����

	◆ Last theme: Waste to Wealth – yet to fully realise economic potential due to investor concerns 
�D�Q�G���O�D�F�N���R�I���L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V��

	● �&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G���*�D�S�V��

	◆ Behavioural shift against waste, plastic, and consumerism still weak.

	◆ ���������O�D�N�K���W�R�Q�Q�H�V��of waste generated daily – pressing need for decentralised management.

	◆ �3�O�D�V�W�L�F���D�Q�G���H���Z�D�V�W�H��remain particularly difficult to manage.

	◆ �&�L�W�L�]�H�Q���H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��beyond token efforts remains inadequate.

	● �6�X�U�D�W�¶�V���7�U�D�Q�V�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q��

	◆ From a �J�D�U�E�D�J�H���O�D�G�H�Q���F�L�W�\�������G�H�F�D�G�H�V���D�J�R���W�R���D���W�R�S���S�H�U�I�R�U�P�H�U now — a powerful case study 
of transformation through planning and political will.

�:�D�\���)�R�U�Z�D�U�G
	● �6�F�D�O�H���8�S���0�H�Q�W�R�U�V�K�L�S���0�R�G�H�O�V��

	◆ Link high-performing cities with nderperformers to �V�K�D�U�H���P�R�G�H�O�V�����6�2�3�V�����D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\��in 
waste management.

	● �'�H�F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�V�H���8�U�E�D�Q���:�D�V�W�H���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H��

	◆ Empower �8�U�E�D�Q�� �/�R�F�D�O�� �%�R�G�L�H�V�� ���8�/�%�V����with autonomy, funding, and capacity building to 
handle waste at the ward level.

	● �,�Q�Y�H�V�W���L�Q���&�L�U�F�X�O�D�U���(�F�R�Q�R�P�\���0�R�G�H�O�V��

	◆ �,�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�L�V�H�� �S�U�L�Y�D�W�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W��in waste-to-energy, composting, and recycling industries to 
build a green economy.

	● �0�D�V�V���%�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�D�O���&�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�V��

	◆ Launch a �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�Z�L�G�H�� �E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�X�U�D�O�� �P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W��like ODF (Open Defecation Free) to �E�X�L�O�G��
�L�Q�W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H���I�R�U���O�L�W�W�H�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Z�D�V�W�D�J�H��

	● �,�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q�W�R���7�R�X�U�L�V�P���3�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J��

	◆ �8�U�E�D�Q���V�D�Q�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���P�X�V�W���E�H���L�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���F�L�W�\���E�U�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�R�X�U�L�V�P���V�W�U�D�W�H�J�\ to enhance 
India’s international appeal.

�)�U�R�P���'�H�O�K�L�¶�V���D�L�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���F�U�L�V�H�V

�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���,�,��– Governance
�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���,�,�,��– Environment Environmental pollution and degradation: Air pollution
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�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

	● �6�H�D�V�R�Q�D�O���8�U�J�H�Q�F�\��

	◆ July–August is the critical window to act before the winter smog season in �'�H�O�K�L�1�&�5��

	◆ Delhi’s air quality deteriorates sharply every October–January, due to �P�H�W�H�R�U�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���I�D�F�W�R�U�V��
and �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��

	● �3�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���L�V���5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O�����1�R�W���/�R�F�D�O��

	◆ Pollution in Delhi is caused both by local sources (vehicular, construction dust) and �W�U�D�Q�V�E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\��
�H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��(from Punjab, Haryana, UP, etc.).

	◆ The �,�Q�G�R���*�D�Q�J�H�W�L�F���3�O�D�L�Q�����,�*�3����acts as a �V�L�Q�J�O�H���D�L�U�V�K�H�G����where emissions easily travel across 
state boundaries.
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	● �&�R�P�P�R�Q���3�R�O�O�X�W�L�R�Q���6�R�X�U�F�H�V���L�Q���,�*�3��

	◆ �+�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���E�L�R�P�D�V�V���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J, especially in rural/semi-urban belts.

	◆ �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V��(unclean fuels like pet coke still used in some States).

	◆ �)�U�H�L�J�K�W���P�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���	���R�O�G���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V��crossing states with different age rules.

	◆ �5�R�D�G���G�X�V�W����aggravated by poor  coordination between Central and State agencies managing 
roads.

	● �)�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W�H�G���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V��

	◆ Lack of �V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���I�X�H�O���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V��across States.

	◆ �8�Q�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H�G���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��on vehicle scrappage, fuel usage, and brick kiln technology.

	◆ �1�R���O�H�J�D�O���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H��for regional planning, despite India being party to agreements like:

	◆ �6�W�R�F�N�K�R�O�P���'�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q��������������

	◆ �5�L�R���'�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q��������������

	◆ Malé Declaration (1998) on transboundary air pollution in South Asia.

	● �&�$�4�0���±���$���3�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���6�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q��

	◆ Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) created to coordinate clean air efforts 
across Delhi-NCR.

	◆ CAQM has overriding powers, but needs stronger political backing and funding to implement 
regional plans.

	● �1�H�Z���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\��

	◆ As of 2025, �&�H�Q�W�U�H���D�Q�G���P�R�V�W���1�&�5���V�W�D�W�H�V�����'�H�O�K�L�����8�3�����+�D�U�\�D�Q�D�����5�D�M�D�V�W�K�D�Q�����D�U�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\��
�D�O�L�J�Q�H�G��

	◆ Presents a �U�D�U�H���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���I�R�U���V�\�Q�F�K�U�R�Q�L�]�H�G���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���D�F�W�L�R�Q��

Malé Declaration on Control and Prevention of Air Pollution and Its Likely Transboundary Effects for 
South Asia.
�$�G�R�S�W�H�G����1998 in Malé, capital of Maldives.
�,�Q�L�W�L�D�W�H�G���E�\����UNEP and Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI).
�8�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���X�P�E�U�H�O�O�D���R�I����South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme ���6�$�&�(�3���� 
�2�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V
Promote clean air and �F�O�H�D�Q���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W��across South Asia.
�6�X�J�J�H�V�W�H�G���0�H�D�V�X�U�H�V��

	● Use Malé Declaration principles to define �M�R�L�Q�W���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���W�D�U�J�H�W�V��

	● Promote �F�O�H�D�Q���I�X�H�O���D�Q�G���Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V��across states.

	● Focus on �E�L�R�P�D�V�V���E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J����which contributes more than transportation to air pollution.

	● Coordinate actions across departments under �D���F�R�P�P�R�Q���P�D�Q�G�D�W�H
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�:�D�\���)�R�U�Z�D�U�G
	● �5�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���(�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���,�*�3��

	◆ Define �X�Q�L�I�R�U�P���H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���Q�R�U�P�V�����Y�H�K�L�F�O�H���D�J�H���O�L�P�L�W�V�����D�Q�G���F�O�H�D�Q���I�X�H�O���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��across all IGP states.

	● �6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q���&�$�4�0�¶�V���,�P�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���5�R�O�H��

	◆ Give �V�W�D�W�X�W�R�U�\���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J��to CAQM to enforce inter-state action plans and 
ensure accountability.

	● �&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H���6�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���3�R�O�L�F�L�H�V��

	◆ Jointly regulate �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �I�X�H�O�V���� �Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�� �H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V����and�� �D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �U�H�V�L�G�X�H�� �E�X�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K��
�V�K�D�U�H�G���P�R�Q�L�W�R�U�L�Q�J���V�\�V�W�H�P�V��

	● �(�[�S�D�Q�G���5�	�'���D�Q�G���,�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V���I�R�U���&�O�H�D�Q�H�U���$�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�V��

	◆ Invest in �H�F�R���I�U�L�H�Q�G�O�\�� �L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�L�D�O�� �W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�H�V���� �]�L�J���]�D�J���E�U�L�F�N�� �N�L�O�Q�V�� and �E�L�R���G�H�F�R�P�S�R�V�H�U�V��for 
crop stubble.

	● �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�Y�H���&�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

	◆ Regular �L�Q�W�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V����backed by �&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���0�R�8�V����to review clean 
air progress.

�&�D�Q���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H���D���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�"

GS Paper II – Polity and Governance Separation of powers between various organs Structure, organization and 
functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary Powers, functions, and responsibilities of thePresident and Governors



������

�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

�&�R�Q�W�H�[�W���D�Q�G���2�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
	● On July 22, 2025, the �6�X�S�U�H�P�H���&�R�X�U�W���L�V�V�X�H�G���Q�R�W�L�F�H�V��to Centre and States regarding a �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��under �$�U�W�L�F�O�H����������������

	● The reference seeks �F�O�D�U�L�W�\���R�Q���Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���F�R�X�U�W�V���F�D�Q���F�R�P�S�H�O���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�V��to act 
within specific timelines on �%�L�O�O�V���S�D�V�V�H�G���E�\���6�W�D�W�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�V��

	● It follows the �$�S�U�L�O�� ���� �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �&�R�X�U�W�� �U�X�O�L�Q�J����which held �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�¶�V�� �L�Q�D�F�W�L�R�Q��on Bills to be 
illegal, introducing �M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O�O�\���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�D�E�O�H���W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�V��for constitutional authorities.

�:�K�D�W���L�V���D���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����$�U�W�L�F�O�H�����������"
	● Under Article 143(1), the President can seek the Supreme Court’s advisory opinion on questions of 

law or fact of public importance.

	● The �6�X�S�U�H�P�H�� �&�R�X�U�W�� �P�D�\�� �G�H�F�O�L�Q�H��to answer the Reference and must�� �O�L�P�L�W�� �L�W�V�H�O�I�� �V�W�U�L�F�W�O�\��to the 
questions referred.

	● �'�L�V�F�U�H�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\����not mandatory – as upheld in the �6�S�H�F�L�D�O�� �&�R�X�U�W�V�� �%�L�O�O�� ��������������and Ayodhya 
�5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�����������������F�D�V�H�V��

�%�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���1�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V��
	● Advisory opinions under Article 143 �D�U�H���Q�R�W���E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J, unlike decisions under Article 141 which 

constitute �E�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���S�U�H�F�H�G�H�Q�W�V��

	● However, advisory opinions hold persuasive value, and in practice, courts sometimes treat them 
with �T�X�D�V�L���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H���Z�H�L�J�K�W�� 

	● Example: �5���.�����*�D�U�J���F�D�V�H����������������treated Special Courts Bill Reference as binding, despite caveats

�&�D�Q���W�K�H���$�S�U�L�O�������-�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���%�H���2�Y�H�U�W�X�U�Q�H�G���Y�L�D���$�U�W�L�F�O�H���������"
	● No. As per the �&�D�X�Y�H�U�\���7�U�L�E�X�Q�D�O���F�D�V�H�����$�U�W�L�F�O�H���������� �F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���V�H�W�W�O�H�G���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O��

�G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q�V��

	● The �$�S�U�L�O�������U�X�O�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���D�G�M�X�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�\, delivered under Article 141, and thus remains binding.

	● �9�D�O�L�G���P�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�P�V���W�R���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H���L�W����

	◆ �5�H�Y�L�H�Z���3�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��under Article 137

	◆ �&�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H���3�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q��(extraordinary remedy)

	● However, the court can clarify or restate the legal position without disturbing the original ratio 
decidendi, as seen in:

	◆ �1�D�W�X�U�D�O���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���$�O�O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��������������

	◆ �-�X�G�L�F�L�D�O�� �$�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�V�� �5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�� ������������ – modified functioning of collegium without 
overturning the 1993 judgment.

�:�D�\���)�R�U�Z�D�U�G
	● �&�O�D�U�L�I�\���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���/�L�P�L�W�V���R�I���-�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���7�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�V��

	◆ The Supreme Court should outline whether �S�U�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �W�L�P�H�O�L�Q�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�I�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q�D�U�L�H�V���D�U�H���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O�O�\���H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�D�E�O�H���R�U���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\ in nature.

	● Strengthen Federal Accountability: 

	◆ Ensure that �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�� �S�H�U�I�R�U�P�� �F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �G�X�W�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �D�� �W�L�P�H���E�R�X�Q�G��
�P�D�Q�Q�H�U��to uphold �O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���S�U�L�P�D�F�\���D�Q�G���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�Y�H��federalism.
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	● �,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�L�]�H���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V���3�U�R�W�R�F�R�O��

	◆ Define a �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N���I�R�U���Z�K�H�Q���D�Q�G���K�R�Z���D�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���V�R�X�J�K�W����preventing misuse for 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���H�Q�G�V���R�U���M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���R�Y�H�U�U�H�D�F�K��

	● �(�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H���&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O���&�O�D�U�L�W�\���Y�L�D���'�L�D�O�R�J�X�H��

	◆ Promote inter-institutional discussions between executive, legislature, and judiciary to resolve 
constitutional grey zones �Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���F�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W��

	● �8�V�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���5�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���/�H�J�D�O���&�O�D�U�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����1�R�W���5�H�Y�L�H�Z��

	◆ Avoid using �$�U�W�L�F�O�H�����������D�V���D���G�L�V�J�X�L�V�H�G���W�R�R�O���I�R�U���R�Y�H�U�W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W�V, preserving the sanctity 
of �M�X�G�L�F�L�D�O���U�H�Y�L�H�Z and �V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U�V

�,�V���W�K�H���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���L�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���W�U�\�L�Q�J���W�R���L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���J�U�H�H�Q���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V�"

�*�6���3�D�S�H�U������– Environment

�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

�3�O�D�V�W�L�F���,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\�¶�V���7�D�F�W�L�F�V���5�H�V�H�P�E�O�H���7�R�E�D�F�F�R���/�R�E�E�\�L�Q�J
	● �3�U�R�I�L�W���R�Y�H�U���3�X�E�O�L�F���,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W����Both industries promote harmful products while shifting the burden to 

consumers.

	● �%�O�D�P�L�Q�J���&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U�V����Plastic industry pushes individual recycling responsibility, avoiding systemic reform.

	● �*�U�H�H�Q�Z�D�V�K�L�Q�J��

	◆ Mislabeling of plastic as “biodegradable” or “compostable” without adequate standards.

	◆ Echoes the ‘light’/‘mild’ cigarette campaigns of tobacco firms.

	● �0�L�V�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���6�F�L�H�Q�F�H��

	◆ �(�[�D�P�S�O�H����U.S. reports by NPR and PBS showed that recycling was promoted despite industry 
knowing it wasn’t feasible at scale.
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	● �,�Q�G�X�V�W�U�\���&�D�S�W�X�U�H��

	◆ At the UN Plastics Treaty negotiation (INC-3), fossil fuel and chemical lobbyists increased by 
36% over previous rounds.

�*�O�R�E�D�O���6�R�X�W�K���D�V���W�K�H���1�H�Z���7�D�U�J�H�W
	● �6�K�L�I�W�L�Q�J���)�R�F�X�V��

	◆ OECD’s Global Plastic Outlook (2022) projects:
	◆ Plastic consumption to triple in Asia and �G�R�X�E�O�H���L�Q���6�X�E�6�D�K�D�U�D�Q��Africa by 2060.

	◆ Only ���������J�U�R�Z�W�K���L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H��due to tighter regulations.

	● �:�H�D�N�H�U���5�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V����Developing nations are more vulnerable due to lax enforcement and poor 
waste infrastructure.

�,�Q�G�L�D�¶�V���6�W�D�Q�G���R�Q���3�O�D�V�W�L�F���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W
	● �5�R�O�H���R�I���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O���6�H�F�W�R�U��

	◆ ���������R�I���U�H�F�\�F�O�H�G���S�O�D�V�W�L�F��in India is handled by informal workers (ragpickers, sorters).

	◆ They work without legal recognition, PPE, or social security.

	◆ Exposed to �K�D�]�D�U�G�R�X�V���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����W�R�[�L�F���I�X�P�H�V, often living in poverty.

	● �3�R�O�L�F�\���,�Q�W�H�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q��

	◆ �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�F�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���0�H�F�K�D�Q�L�V�H�G���6�D�Q�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���(�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P����������������

	◆ Safety gear, Ayushman Bharat coverage, and social security.

	◆ �����������������Z�R�U�N�H�U�V���S�U�R�I�L�O�H�G��by May 2025 (Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment).

	● �(�3�5���1�R�U�P�V���X�Q�G�H�U���3�:�0���5�X�O�H�V�����������������D�P�H�Q�G�H�G��������������

	◆ �(�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G�� �3�U�R�G�X�F�H�U�� �5�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� ���(�3�5����mandates producers to manage post-consumer 
plastic waste.

	◆ Criticism: Weak enforcement and lack of compliance tracking.

�:�D�\���)�R�U�Z�D�U�G�������,�P�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V
	● �5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���	���)�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H���:�D�V�W�H���3�L�F�N�H�U�V��

	◆ Create a national database.

	◆ Extend health benefits, skill training, and social security.

	● �6�W�U�R�Q�J�H�U���(�3�5���(�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W��

	◆ Penalize non-compliant producers.

	◆ Integrate informal sector with formal recyclers under EPR obligations.

	● �7�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���*�O�R�E�D�O���1�H�J�R�W�L�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

	◆ Reduce industry influence at platforms like the UN Plastic Treaty.

	◆ Push for binding targets and clear definitions of recyclable/biodegradable materials.

	● �&�R�Q�V�X�P�H�U���$�Z�D�U�H�Q�H�V�V���Y�V���&�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H���$�F�F�R�X�Q�W�D�E�L�O�L�W�\��

	◆ Shift narrative from individual responsibility to systemic reform.

	◆ Ban greenwashing ads; enforce scientific verification of environmental claims.


