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The Hindu Analysis 25th July 2025

Topics Covered
▪  The India-U.K. FTA spells a poor deal for public health
▪  Decoding ECI’s counter affidavit on SIR
▪  Clean House
▪  As climate change events spike, key focus should be drowning prevention: experts
▪  A slow revival

The India-U.K. FTA spells a poor deal for public health
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On July 24, 2025, India and the United Kingdom signed a Free Trade Agreement (FTA), officially known 
as the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement. While this agreement aims to bolster economic ties, 
it has raised public health concerns due to the potential influx of High Fat, Sugar, and Salt (HFSS) food  
roducts into India at cheaper prices.
Nature of the India-UK FTA

	● Signed by Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and UK Trade Secretary Jonathan Reynolds.
	● Expected to boost bilateral trade by allowing tarifffree entry of British products, including HFSS 

foods like chocolates, biscuits, and soft drinks. 
Public Health Concerns

	● Cheaper HFSS products + aggressive marketing may increase consumption, especially among youth 
and children.

	● Likely long-term health consequences: rise in obesity, diabetes, hypertension, and other 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs).

Case Study – Mexico’s NAFTA Experience
	● Post-1992 NAFTA, Mexico saw a spike in HFSS imports and diet-related diseases.
	● Corrective measures came only in 2014 through:

	◆ Soda Tax
	◆ Front-of-Pack Warning Labels

Regulatory Comparison: India vs U.K.
	◆ lacks binding restrictions and

Delay in FOPNL Implementation in India
	● Draft warning label amendments (2022) still pending.
	● Supreme Court (April 2025) ordered time-bound action post-PIL.
	● Industry lobbying has slowed reforms; preference for “star ratings” over effective warning labels 

like Chile’s black octagons.
Rising Burden of Lifestyle Diseases in India

	● Studies (The Lancet, March 2025): Obesity & NCDs rising across all age groups.
	● From 2011–21: Ultra-Processed Foods (UPF) grew at 13.3% CAGR.
	● Children and adolescents most affected.
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Way Forward: Balancing Trade with Public Health
1. Implement Robust Regulations

	● Enforce mandatory FOPNL using warning labels, not star ratings. 
	● Draw from Chile’s labelling model and Mexico’s soda tax experience.

2. Curb Misleading Advertising
	● Ban celebrity endorsements for HFSS targeted at children.
	● Penalise misleading or aggressive marketing by food giants.

3. Transform Food Environments
	● Introduce ‘HFSS Boards’ in schools, ban junk food in canteens.
	● Support Health-Promoting Schools (align with NIN’s 2024 Dietary Guidelines).

4. Public Policy Interventions
	● Integrate health safeguards in all future FTAs, e.g., upcoming India-EFTA TEPA.
	● Regular health impact assessments before trade liberalisation.

5. Multisectoral Coordination
	● Public health experts must be involved in FTA negotiations.
	● Shift from commercial determinants to health-sensitive economic policies.

Decoding ECI’s counter affidavit on SIR

GS Paper 2 – Electoral Reforms, Federalism, Role of Constitutional Bodies;
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The Election Commission of India (ECI) has filed a counter affidavit in the Supreme Court defending 
the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls in Bihar, which includes a citizenship 
verification exercise. The move has raised serious legal, constitutional, and logistical concerns, especially 
as it resembles a de facto citizenship test under the guise of electoral roll cleaning
Main Issues & Arguments

	● Nature of the ECI’s Counter Affidavit
	◆ The affidavit spans 789 pages (88 pages of arguments + 700 pages of annexures). 
	◆ 80% of complaints attached don’t pertain to Bihar or allegations of illegal migrants.
	◆ Yet, ECI uses these to justify the need for a nationwide citizenship verification

Legal and Constitutional Issues Raised
a) Burden of Proof Shifted to Citizens ECI is asking all existing electors to prove citizenship afresh.
Violates due process — as electoral rolls already underwent verification. 
Deletion of non-citizens is already provided for under existing law via complaint-based mechanism.
b) No Legal Basis for ‘Intensive Revisions’ Representation of the People Act, 1950 does not mention 
“intensive” revision.
Only mentions “summary” and “special” revision under Section 21(3).
1960 Rules allow “intensive” revisions but lack clear definitions or modalities.
c) Selective Privileging of 2003 Electoral Roll Voters listed in 2003 rolls (and their children) are exempted 
from strict documentation.
However, post-2003 voters are required to submit multiple documents.
Creates inequality and arbitrariness — legally questionable.
d) Use of Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) 2003 Criteria
ECI is applying NRC-style birth documentation tests based on:

	● Date/place of birth of voter (or parents) depending on DOB.
NRC hasn’t been initiated officially in any state except Assam.
PM Modi in 2019 clarified that NRC was never discussed in Cabinet.
Hence, ECI has no legal mandate to implement NRClike provisions. 
Way Forward
1. Recalibrate SIR Objectives Shift from citizenship testing to data cleaning of voter lists.
Use existing legal frameworks for deletion of ineligible voters.
2. Accept Standard IDs Aadhaar, EPIC, ration cards should be accepted like residence certificates.
3. Ensure Judicial Oversight Implement safeguards under SC guidance to ensure transparency and non-
discrimination.
4. Publish Disaggregated Data Provide constituency-wise exclusion stats to assess impact.
5. Involve Political & Civil Society Stakeholders Boost confidence and inclusivity in electoral roll processes.
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Clean House

As climate change events spike, key focus should be drowning prevention: experts

GS Paper 3- Environment , Climate Change
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A slow revival

GS Paper 2: International Relations


