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The Hindu Analysis 29th July 2025

Topics Covered
▪  Lessons from the past
▪  Justice on hold: courts are clogged
▪  NISAR satellite mounted on GSLV for launch tomorrow
▪  Why antitrust regulations are pertinent
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Lessons from the past
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Justice on hold: courts are clogged

Key Takeaways from the Article

Magnitude of Judicial Pendency
	● Over 5 crore cases are pending in Indian courts:

	● Supreme Court: ~86,700 cases.

	● High Courts: ~63.3 lakh cases.

	● District & Subordinate Courts: ~4.6 crore cases.

Delays in Civil vs. Criminal Cases
	● Criminal cases are resolved faster than civil cases across all court levels.

	● District Civil Courts – the biggest backlog:

	● Only 38.7% of civil cases are resolved within a year.

	● Nearly 20% stretch beyond 5 years.
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Judge Strength and Structural Gaps
	● Indian judiciary operates at only 79% of its sanctioned capacity.

	◆ Vacant posts: 5,665 out of 26,927.
	◆ District courts have just 18 judges per 10 lakh population.
	◆ Even at full capacity, India will only have 19 judges/10 lakh — far short of the Law Commission’s 

1987 recommendation of 50 judges/10 lakh.
Systemic Causes of Delay Lack of:

	● Mandated timelines for different case types.
	● Efficient case management and scheduling.
	● Monitoring & tracking mechanisms.
	● Frequent adjournments, procedural hurdles, and infrastructure inadequacies.
	● Nature of civil disputes (e.g., property, contracts) adds to complexity.

President’s Remark – “Black Coat Syndrome”
	● Citizens are increasingly hesitant to approach courts due to delay concerns, affecting public trust 

in the judiciary. 
	● Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): A Way Forward
	● Tools like mediation, arbitration, and Lok Adalats can ease pressure on courts.
	● National Lok Adalats (2021–Mar 2025):

	◆ Resolved 27.5 crore cases., 22.21 crore pre-litigation cases., 5.34 crore pending cases
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NISAR satellite mounted on GSLV for launch tomorrow
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Why antitrust regulations are pertinent 


