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India is not only the world’s fourth largest economy; it is also one of the most equal societies today.
According to the World Bank, �,�Q�G�L�D�¶�V���*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[���V�W�D�Q�G�V���D�W����������, making it the �I�R�X�U�W�K���P�R�V�W���H�T�X�D�O���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\��in 
the world, after the Slovak Republic, Slovenia and Belarus. This is a remarkable achievement for a country of its 
size and diversity. It reflects how India’s economic progress is being shared more evenly across its population.
�8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[
The Gini Index (or Gini Coefficient) measures how equally income, wealth, or consumption is distributed 
among individuals or households in a country.
�6�F�D�O�H��

	● Ranges from 0 to 100 (or 0 to 1 in some formats). 

	● 0 = Perfect Equality (everyone has the same income or wealth).

	● 100 = Perfect Inequality (one person has everything, and everyone else has nothing).

�,�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q��
	● �$���K�L�J�K�H�U���*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[��indicates �J�U�H�D�W�H�U���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\����

	● �$���O�R�Z�H�U���*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[��indicates �J�U�H�D�W�H�U���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\��

�*�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����/�R�U�H�Q�]���&�X�U�Y�H
The �/�R�U�H�Q�]���&�X�U�Y�H��plots:

	● The �F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���L�Q�F�R�P�H��received (Y-axis)

	● Against the �F�X�P�X�O�D�W�L�Y�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H���R�I���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V���R�U���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V, starting from the poorest (Xaxis).

�/�L�Q�H���R�I���3�H�U�I�H�F�W���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\��
	● A 45° diagonal line showing equal income distribution (e.g., 

10% of people get 10% of income, 50% get 50%, and so on).

�$�F�W�X�D�O���'�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���&�X�U�Y�H��
	● Lies �E�H�O�R�Z���W�K�H���O�L�Q�H���R�I���H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\��

	● The more it curves away from the diagonal, the more unequal 
the income distribution.

�*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[���&�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��
	● It measures the �D�U�H�D���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���W�K�H���/�R�U�H�Q�]���&�X�U�Y�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���/�L�Q�H��

�R�I���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\��
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	● Expressed as a �S�H�U�F�H�Q�W�D�J�H of the area under the line of equality. 

	● The �O�D�U�J�H�U���W�K�H���D�U�H�D, the �K�L�J�K�H�U���W�K�H���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\��

�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

�*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[���±���7�K�H���)�O�D�Z�H�G���0�H�W�U�L�F���L�Q���,�Q�G�L�D�¶�V���&�R�Q�W�H�[�W
�,�Q�G�L�D���V�F�R�U�H�G�������������R�Q���W�K�H���*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[���± placing it among �µ�P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H�O�\���O�R�Z�¶ �L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V��
But the �J�U�R�X�Q�G���U�H�D�O�L�W�L�H�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O���G�H�H�S���V�R�F�L�R�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���G�L�Y�L�G�H�V, contradicting the index.
�:�H�D�O�W�K���,�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\

	● The �W�R�S�� ������ �L�Q�� �,�Q�G�L�D�� �U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� ������������ �R�I�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�F�R�P�H�� �����������±��������– source: Billionaire Raj 
study.

	● �/�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q����������of the adult population is reflected in income tax data due to:

	◆ High informal employment

	◆ Low incomes below taxable threshold

	◆ �9�L�V�X�D�O���P�H�W�D�S�K�R�U����₹30 lakh car vs ₹3 lakh annual income of 
the driver – illustrates real disparity.

�*�H�Q�G�H�U���,�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\
	● �:�R�P�H�Q���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H���R�Q�O�\���������������R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�N�I�R�U�F�H��

	● �,�Q���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���U�R�O�H�V����only �������������Z�R�P�H�Q��in 2024.

	● �:�R�P�H�Q���U�X�Q���V�W�D�U�W�X�S�V����just ����������of India’s total.

	● Societal norms restrict access to resources, inheritance, and opportunities for women.

�*�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���'�L�J�L�W�D�O���'�L�Y�L�G�H
	● In �U�X�U�D�O���,�Q�G�L�D��

	● Only 25% of women have Internet access vs 49% of men 

	● �,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���H�Q�D�E�O�H�V��

	◆ Access to �M�R�E���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����E�D�Q�N�L�Q�J����and �I�L�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���L�Q�G�H�S�H�Q�G�H�Q�F�H

	● Lack of access �H�[�F�O�X�G�H�V���Z�R�P�H�Q��from digital empowerment.

	● �,�Q�W�H�U�F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G���,�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V

	● Inequality in one domain (e.g., digital access) �L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�L�H�V���R�W�K�H�U�V(e.g., gender, economic).

	● Reinforces a cyclical trap of exclusion and poverty.

�&�U�L�W�L�T�X�H���R�I���*�L�Q�L���,�Q�G�H�[���0�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�\
Gini uses �O�L�P�L�W�H�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���G�D�W�D����ignoring:

	● Informal sector

	● Digital divide

	● Social and gender-based disparities

A low Gini score may �P�D�V�N���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�D�O���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��
�:�D�\���)�R�U�Z�D�U�G

	● �5�H�Y�L�V�H���L�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W���I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�V��

	◆ Complement Gini with �P�X�O�W�L���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O�� �S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�� �L�Q�G�L�F�H�V��and�� �J�H�Q�G�H�U�� �G�L�J�L�W�D�O�� �D�F�F�H�V�V��
�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V��
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	● �%�U�L�G�J�H���W�K�H���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���G�L�Y�L�G�H��

	◆ Invest in �G�L�J�L�W�D�O���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H��in rural schools and households.

	◆ Promote �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���P�R�E�L�O�H���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�H�W���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K��targeted schemes.

	● �)�R�U�P�D�O�L�]�H���W�K�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�O���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\��

	◆ Provide �L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���O�L�Q�N�H�G�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �V�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���� �W�D�[�� �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V, and �V�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V��for informal 
workers.

	● �3�U�R�P�R�W�H���J�H�Q�G�H�U���H�T�X�L�W�\��

	◆ Ensure �H�T�X�D�O���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�Q�K�H�U�L�W�D�Q�F�H���U�L�J�K�W�V, credit, and leadership opportunities.

	● �'�D�W�D���W�U�D�Q�V�S�D�U�H�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q��

	◆ Develop �E�H�W�W�H�U���G�D�W�D�E�D�V�H�V��on income, gender, education, and digital access to inform policymaking.

�%�L�K�D�U�¶�V���G�D�U�N���V�L�G�H���K�X�E���R�I���J�L�U�O���F�K�L�O�G���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J

�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���������*�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H�����&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�����3�R�O�L�W�\�����6�R�F�L�D�O���-�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���5�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���(�V�V�D�\���3�D�S�H�U��
Topics related to �F�K�L�O�G���U�L�J�K�W�V�����J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H���I�D�L�O�X�U�H�V�����S�R�Y�H�U�W�\���D�Q�G���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J



(5)

�.�H�\���S�R�L�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���D�U�W�L�F�O�H

�7�K�H���,�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W����A 14-year-old girl from Chhattisgarh was trafficked under the pretext of becoming a dancer, 
only to face violence and exploitation in Bihar. Her case reflects a systemic and widespread problem.
�7�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q���%�L�K�D�U�����'�D�W�D���W�L�O�O���-�X�Q�H��������������

	● ���������J�L�U�O�V���U�H�V�F�X�H�G��– 153 from orchestras, 118 from the sex trade.
	● �6�D�U�D�Q���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���D�O�R�Q�H����162 girls rescued from dance troupes since January.

	● �-�5�&�������3�R�O�L�F�H�����0�D�U�F�K�±�-�X�Q�H����������������Rescued 116 girls from orchestra groups.

	● Girls as young as 12 are sold for as little as 
_��������������

�&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���9�L�F�W�L�P�V��
Overcrowded, unhygienic living quarters. 
Forced to wear vulgar outfits and dance before drunk audiences.
Face rape and violence upon refusal.
�6�\�V�W�H�P�L�F���)�D�L�O�X�U�H�V��

	● Only �������������F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���W�U�D�I�I�L�F�N�H�G���R�I�I�L�F�L�D�O�O�\��reported in 2022 (1,059 girls) – likely underreported.

	● Laws exist: �3�2�&�6�2���$�F�W�����-�-���$�F�W�����%�R�Q�G�H�G���/�D�E�R�X�U���$�E�R�O�L�W�L�R�Q���$�F�W�����&�K�L�O�G���/�D�E�R�X�U���$�F�W�����%�K�D�U�D�W�L�\�D��
�1�\�D�\�D���6�D�Q�K�L�W�D�����,�7�3�$�� but:

	◆ �/�R�Z���F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q���U�D�W�H

	◆ Cases wrongly registered as missing/kidnapping

	◆ �$�+�7�8�V���D�U�H���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�I�I�H�G�����O�D�F�N��coordination

	◆ Rescued girls often sent back to exploitative families.

�5�H�F�H�Q�W���/�H�J�D�O���$�F�W�L�R�Q��
	● �-�X�V�W���5�L�J�K�W�V���I�R�U���&�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����-�5�&����filed petition in Patna HC. 

	● HC recognized trafficking via orchestras as a “serious issue” and directed urgent action.

�,�/�2���8�1�,�&�(�)���*�O�R�E�D�O���'�D�W�D����������������
	● ���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q��in labour globally.

	● �������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q��in hazardous conditions.
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	● �6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�H�Q�� �$�+�7�8�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�G�� �R�I�I�L�F�H�U�V��and digital tools for interstate coordination, 
investigations, and prosecutions.

	● �0�D�Q�G�D�W�R�U�\�� �S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�L�R�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q��of orchestras employing minors, with strict penalties, 
sealing of premises, and asset seizures.

	● �7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�� �D�Q�G�� �E�R�U�G�H�U�� �Y�L�J�L�O�D�Q�F�H��through trained staff, RPF monitoring, and expansion to bus 
terminals and private carriers.

	● �&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���E�D�V�H�G���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q����Panchayats must maintain migration registers; schools must trigger 
alerts for prolonged absenteeism.

	● �7�L�P�H���E�R�X�Q�G���S�U�R�V�H�F�X�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���O�R�Q�J���W�H�U�P���V�W�D�W�H�V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�H�G���U�H�K�D�E�L�O�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q����avoiding reintegration 
into exploitative families.
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�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���������(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W
�*�6���3�D�S�H�U���������(�W�K�L�F�V���L�Q���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���$�I�I�D�L�U�V
Equity, justice, and responsibility in international climate commitments
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�'�H�D�W�K�V���L�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O

�*�6���������6�R�F�L�D�O���-�X�V�W�L�F�H
�*�6���������(�F�R�Q�R�P�\
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�,�Q�W�H�U�U�X�S�W�H�G���J�U�R�Z�W�K

�*�6�����������(�F�R�Q�R�P�\��
�(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���	���(�F�R�O�R�J�\


