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➢ Deep ties (Page No – 06)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ Election process of Vice President
➢ USA imposed 25 percent tariffs on India

1. The fact is mangrove drive business
Why in News?

▪ Role of Mangroves in Climate Education

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Environment & Ecology
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Ecological and Economic Importance of Mangroves:
	◆ Mangroves are essential in coastal protection, providing a buffer against sealevel rise, storm 

surges, and climate extremes.
	◆ They contribute significantly to biodiversity, acting as nurseries for fish and other marine species. 

They also generate billions in ecosystem services and avoided damages.
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	● Technology in Mangrove Conservation:
	◆ Satellite and drone mapping using AI algorithms have improved the ability to quantify blue 

carbon and assess the value of mangroves, with specific examples from Pichavaram and 
Sundarbans.

	◆ The carbon sequestration potential in regions like the Sundarbans is valued at ₹462 million 
per year, underscoring their importance for both the environment and the economy.
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	● Community-Led Conservation:
	◆ Fisherfolk are central to mangrove health, as 

mangroves serve as critical habitats for juvenile fish.
	◆ Communities must be empowered to manage their 

local ecosystems, especially in urban mangroves that 
are often polluted and degraded.

	◆ Alternative livelihoods like aquaculture, beekeeping, 
and eco-tourism can be promoted to sustain both 
mangrove ecosystems and coastal communities.

	● Citizen Science for Conservation:
	◆ Citizen engagement in mangrove monitoring can 

supplement formal assessments, increasing the participation 
of local communities in ecosystem health monitoring. 

	◆ Tools like Mangrove Mitras and platforms for community-
based monitoring can foster collective action and support 
sustainable stewardship of mangroves.

	● Policy and Business Engagement:
	◆ Mangroves should be recognized not only as biodiversity zones but also as climate and 

economic infrastructure that support broader societal goals. 
	◆ Policymakers and businesses should integrate mangroves into climate action plans and economic 

models, recognizing their dual value as ecosystem protectors and economic assets.
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Prelims PYQs (2023) 

Q. Which one of the following is the best example of repeated falls in sea level, giving rise to present-
day extensive marshland?
(a) Bhitarkanika Mangroves
(b) Marakkanam Salt Pans
(c) Naupada Swamp
(d) Rann of Kutch

Prelims PYQs (2013)

Q. Which one of the following is the correct sequence of ecosystems in the order of decreasing productivity? 
(2013)
(a) Oceans, lakes, grasslands, mangroves
(b) Mangroves, oceans, grasslands, lakes
(c) Mangroves, grasslands, lakes, oceans
(d) Oceans, mangroves, lakes, grasslands

Prelims PYQs (2017)

Q. If you want to see gharials in their natural habitat, which one of the following is the best place to 
visit? (2017)
(a) Bhitarkanika Mangroves
(b) Chambal River
(c) Pulicat Lake
(d) Deepor Beel

Prelims PYQs (2011)

Q. The 2004 Tsunami made people realize that mangroves can serve as a reliable safety hedge against 
coastal calamities. How do mangroves function as a safety hedge? (2011)
(a) �The mangrove swamps separate the human settlements from the sea by a wide zone in which people 

neither live nor venture out
(b) The mangroves provide both food and medicines which people are in need of after any natural disaster.
(c) �The mangrove trees are tall with dense canopies and serve as an excellent shelter during a cyclone or 

tsunami
(d) The mangrove trees do not get uprooted by storms and tides because of their extensive roots

2. Deep ties

Why in News?

▪ India & its neighbourhood policy

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – International Relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article 

	● India-Maldives Relations:
	◆ Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi visited the Maldives 
as a special guest for the 
60th Independence Day 
celebrations after the 
recent political shift in the 
Maldives with President 
Mohamed Muizzu’s win.

	◆ India’s engagement 
included a $565 million 
line of credit for the 
Maldives, debt reduction 
on previous credits, and new 
agreements for cooperation 
in fisheries, meteorological 
sciences, digital solutions, 
and pharmaceuticals.
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A significant milestone was the launch of India-Maldives Free Trade Agreement negotiations to bolster 
future economic relations.

	● Geopolitical Context:
	◆ Despite tensions post Muizzu’s win, IndiaMaldives relations have mended over the past year, 

with both countries reaffirming the pivotal role of India in the Maldives’ economic recovery.
	◆ Security cooperation between India and the Maldives, including trilateral national security 

consultations with Sri Lanka, has been a long-standing aspect of their partnership.
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	● India’s “Neighbourhood First” Policy:
	◆ Prime Minister Modi’s visit underscores India’s commitment 

to its Neighbourhood First policy at a time when India faces 
challenges such as trade tariffs with the U.S. and tensions in 
Ukraine and Gaza.

	◆ India’s foreign policy is focusing on improving relations with 
South Asian neighbors, with Nepal Prime Minister K.P. 
Sharma Oli set to visit India soon after a year of strained ties. 

	● Symbolic Significance:
	◆ During the Maldives National Day celebrations, a commemorative stamp depicted traditional 

Indian and Maldivian boats, symbolizing their shared history and future together, a sentiment 
echoed by Prime Minister Modi.
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	● Importance of Regional Engagement:

	◆ With global economic uncertainties, India’s 
engagement with its neighbors, especially in terms 
of supporting their economic development and 
addressing regional challenges, is crucial for 
ensuring long-term stability and cooperation in 
South Asia.

Prelims PYQs (2014)

Q. Which one of the following pairs of islands is separated from each other by the ‘Ten Degree Channel’? 
(2014)
(a) Andaman and Nicobar
(b) Nicobar and Sumatra
(c) Maldives and Lakshadweep
(d) Sumatra and Java

Key Takeaways from the Article

	◆ Election Process of Vice President
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Prelims PYQs (2013) 

Q. Consider the following statements: (2013) 

1. The Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha are not the members of that House.
2. �While the nominated members of the two Houses of the Parliament have no voting right in the 

presidential election, they have the right to vote in the election of the Vice President.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Key Takeaways from the Article

	◆ US has imposed 25 percent tariffs on India


