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The Hindu Analysis 5th August 2025

Topics Covered
▪  A crisis of trust
▪  The missing link in India’s battery waste management
▪  Why a progressive Indian policy on Myanmar is more than plausible
▪  IAF’s unending fighter conundrum

A crisis of trust

Syllabus :

GS Paper 2 – Polity & Governance Themes: Electoral reforms, Role of Election Commission of India, 
Free and fair elections, Institutional credibility
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Foundational Role of Trust in Democracy:
	● Trust in the electoral process is as crucial as trust in judiciary or sports refereeing.
	● The credibility of elections is judged especially by the losing side — if they feel the process was unfair, 

the very legitimacy of democracy comes under question.
Allegations Against the ECI:

	● Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi has alleged irregularities in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, hinting 
at more revelations to come. 

	● Similar doubts were raised earlier by leaders like Narendra Modi (as Gujarat CM) and Tejashwi 
Yadav in Bihar.

	● These incidents show that distrust in the ECI isn’t new or partisan—it cuts across political lines. 
ECI’s Performance Under Scrutiny:

Questions raised over the ECI’s functioning in:
	● Voter roll preparation

	◆ Poll scheduling
	◆ Model code of conduct enforcement
	◆ Vote counting transparency
	◆ Grievance redressal mechanisms

VVPAT Controversy:
	● The Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT), unlike other parts of EVMs, contains software and 

is connected to the Control Unit.
	● The current VVPAT tallying process is seen as arbitrary and lacks adequate transparency. 

Lack of Institutional Openness:
	● ECI has not adequately addressed public and political concerns.
	● Simply insisting that EVMs are tamper-proof or advising parties to raise concerns “at the right time” 

does not inspire public confidence.
Public Over Political Assurance:

	● The integrity of the election process is not a negotiation between political parties and the ECI.
	● The ultimate stakeholder is the citizen, and trust must be built in public perception, not just party 

consensus.
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The missing link in India’s battery waste management

Syllabus :

GS Paper 3 – Environment, Energy, and Economy
Themes: Waste management, Circular economy, Battery recycling, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), 
EV policy, Sustainable development
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Rising Battery Waste Challenge in India:
	● India’s EV and renewable energy push is driving up lithium battery demand — projected to rise from 

4 GWh (2023) to 139 GWh by 2035.

	● Lithium batteries alone accounted for 7 lakh tonnes out of 1.6 million tonnes of total e-waste in 
2022.

Environmental & Strategic Risks:
	● Improper disposal leads to soil and water contamination through toxic metal leaching. 

	● Missed opportunity to recover critical minerals (cobalt, lithium, nickel), increasing importdependency.

Battery Waste Management Rules, 2022:
	● Introduced Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) — producers must ensure batteries are 

collected and recycled.

	● EPR Certificates issued to recyclers and bought by producers to prove compliance.

EPR Floor Price – The Missing Link:
	● Current EPR floor price is too low to incentivise genuine recyclers.

	● Legitimate recycling is expensive: tech-intensive, labourdependent, and logistically demanding.

	● Low pricing encourages fraudulent recyclers and false certificate issuance, undermining the intent 
of EPR.

Global Comparison and Loss Estimates:
	● UK: Producers pay ~₹600/kg for EV battery recycling.

	● India: Proposed price is less than one-fourth — unsustainable even after adjusting for purchasing 
power parity.

	● Experts warn over $1 billion in forex loss by 2030 due to inefficient recycling.

Corporate Resistance: 
	● Some large producers adopt double standards — compliance in developed nations, evasion in 

developing ones.

	● They can absorb higher recycling costs due to global metal price declines without passing costs to 
consumers.

Informal Sector & Compliance Weaknesses: 
	● Informal recyclers operate unsafely and evade regulation.

	● Weak monitoring, auditing, and lack of digital tracking of EPR certificates allow fraudulent 
practices.
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Why a progressive Indian policy on Myanmar is more than plausible

Syllabus :

GS Paper 2 – International Relations Themes: India-Myanmar relations, Refugee policy, Foreign policy 
reforms, Human rights, Regional geopolitics, Indo-China competition in South Asia
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Current Context of Myanmar Crisis:
	● Since the 2021 military coup, Myanmar has seen:

	◆ Over 5,000 civilian deaths,
	◆ 2.5 million displaced persons,
	◆ An ongoing multi-sided civil war, despite junta’s call for elections in Dec 2024.

	● India has continued formal ties with the military junta, while neglecting engagement with the 
pro-democracy resistance

India’s Current Approach – A Narrow Strategic Lens:
	● India prioritises:

	◆ Border security
	◆ Counter-insurgency cooperation
	◆ China-balancing

	● These narrow “strategic interests” ignore human rights and democratic values.
The Argument for a Values-Based Foreign Policy:

	◆ The article asserts there is no rigid dichotomy between values and interests — a progressive 
policy grounded in democracy and human security can strengthen India’s national interest. 

	● India must redefine its “interest” to include regional credibility, humanitarian leadership, and 
influence among pro-democracy actors in Myanmar

Geopolitical Significance for India
	● A progressive Myanmar policy can:

	◆ Increase India’s influence in Southeast Asia
	◆ Improve India’s Act East Policy credibility
	◆ Diminish China’s leverage in India’s strategic backyard
	◆ Support regional stability, especially in India’s North-East
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IAF’s unending fighter conundrum

Syllabus :

GS Paper 3: Defence Technology
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Try to solve it.

Q. Which of the following regions recently witnessed large-scale internal displacement due to ongoing 
civil conflict in Myanmar and also shares a border with India?
A. Kachin State
B. Kayah State
C. Sagaing Region
D. Mon State
Answer: C. Sagaing Region
Explanation:
The Sagaing Region has seen the highest number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) since the 2021 
military coup in Myanmar, as per the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA).
It borders India, particularly the state of Manipur.
Clashes between the junta and resistance forces have led to large-scale civilian displacement.


