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The Hindu Analysis 12th August 2025

Topics Covered
▪  A court ruling with no room for gender justice
▪  Reviving civic engagement in health governance
▪  Bringing them home
▪  Rift between two blocs continues in Geneva Plastics Treaty Negotiations

A court ruling with no room for gender justice

Syllabus :

Paper II – Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice & International Relations Sub-part of 
syllabus:
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable 
sections. Issues relating to women and their safety.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Background of the Case:
	◆ In Shivangi Bansal vs Sahib Bansal (July 2025), the Supreme Court upheld an Allahabad High 

Court order granting a two-month “cooloff” period before arrest or coercive action under Section 
498-A IPC (now Section 85 Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita).

	◆ Section 498-A penalises cruelty against married women (dowry harassment, injury, suicide 
abetment, etc.) with 3 years imprisonment + fine.

	● Legislative Intent:
	◆ Introduced in 1983 amid rising dowry deaths and domestic cruelty.
	◆ Intended to operate alongside laws like the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 for comprehensive 

protection.
	● Court’s Order and Concerns:

	◆ Mandatory referral of cases to Family Welfare Committees before police action.
	◆ Even in cases with strong evidence, police cannot arrest for 2 months — risking victim safety and 

deterring complaints.
	◆ Decision taken without comprehensive socio-political review or State government’s detailed 

inputs.
	● Misuse Narrative vs Data:

	◆ Courts have earlier raised “misuse” concerns (Preeti Gupta 2010, Sushil Kumar Sharma 2005, 
Arnesh Kumar 2014).

	◆ No empirical national-level data proving large-scale misuse.
	◆ NCRB 2022: 1,34,506 cases registered; 18% conviction rate — relatively higher than some other crimes.
	◆ Low convictions linked to investigation flaws, social pressure, intimidation, not necessarily 

false cases.
	● Ground Reality:

	◆ NFHS-5: Significant under-reporting of domestic violence in many states.
	◆ Rising case numbers indicate growing awareness, not necessarily misuse.
	◆ Selective suspension of provisions undermines uniformity and consistency in criminal law.

	● Way Forward
	◆ Evidence-based Judicial Review – Decisions impacting women’s safety must be based on 

empirical data, not anecdotal misuse claims.
	◆ Strengthen Investigation Mechanisms – Specialised, gendersensitive investigation teams to 

improve case quality and conviction rates.
	◆ Alternative Dispute Resolution with Safeguards – Use mediation only in non-violent matrimonial 

disputes; exclude serious criminal offences.
	◆ Capacity Building for Police & Judiciary – Training to counter biases and ensure timely, victim-

sensitive action in domestic violence cases.
	◆ Legislative Clarification – Parliament may issue clear guidelines limiting “cool-off” periods only 

to cases without imminent risk to complainants.
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Reviving civic engagement in health governance

Syllabus :

GS Paper II – Governance, Polity, Social Justice
Sub-part of syllabus:
Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors (Health sector). 
Role of civil society in governance

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Background:
	◆ Doorstep healthcare initiatives like Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam (Tamil Nadu, 2021) and 

Gruha Arogya (Karnataka, 2024, expanded 2025) focus on NCD patients.
	◆ Raises the broader issue of citizen participation in health governance. 
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	● Importance of Public Engagement:
	◆ Affirms self-respect, counters epistemic injustice, upholds democratic values.
	◆ Strengthens accountability, challenges elite dominance, reduces corruption.
	◆ Builds trust, improves service uptake, supports better health outcomes.

	● Existing Frameworks for Engagement:
	◆ National Rural Health Mission (2005) introduced:

	◆ Village Health Sanitation and Nutrition Committees (VHSNCs).
	◆ Rogi Kalyan Samitis.

	◆ Urban counterparts: Mahila Arogya Samitis, Ward Committees, NGO-led forums.
	◆ Intended to be inclusive of women & marginalised groups, with untied funds for local initiatives.

	● Challenges in Practice:
	◆ Committees not established in some areas; inactive in others.
	◆ Issues: unclear roles, infrequent meetings, underused funds, poor coordination, social hierarchies.
	◆ Policymakers & administrators view communities as passive beneficiaries, not rights-holders.
	◆ Planning is mostly top-down, despite NHM’s bottom-up vision.

	● Structural Issues:
	◆ Leadership dominated by medical professionals, often lacking public health training.
	◆ Promotions based on seniority, reinforcing a medicalised and hierarchical system.
	◆ Resistance due to workload, accountability pressures, fear of regulatory capture, and unequal 

power dynamics.
	● Alternative Channels for Public Voice:

	◆ Protests, media campaigns, legal action — signalling unmet need for participation.
	● Proposed Shift:

	◆ Treat citizens as partners in health governance.
	◆ Empower communities via awareness, inclusion of marginalised groups, and resource provision.
	◆ Sensitise health actors to structural determinants, avoiding blame on individuals.
	◆ Activate, strengthen, and sustain engagement platforms.

	● Way Forward
	◆ Strengthen Institutional Platforms – Ensure VHSNCs, Rogi Kalyan Samitis, and urban 

committees are functional, inclusive, and meet regularly.
	◆ Community Empowerment – Provide accessible information on health rights, decision-making 

forums, and participatory budgeting.
	◆ Capacity Building for Health Officials – Train administrators in participatory governance and 

public health principles.
	◆ Early Civic Awareness – Integrate health governance education into school curricula and 

community training.
	◆ Structural Reforms – Diversify leadership in health administration to include trained public 

health professionals, not just medical doctors.
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Bringing them home

Syllabus :

Paper I – Indian Heritage and Culture
Sub-part: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature, and Architecture from 
ancient to modern times.

Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Recent Development:
	◆ Piprahwa relics (linked to Lord Buddha’s mortal 

remains and early followers) excavated in 1898 
from a stupa in Uttar Pradesh during the colonial 
era.

	◆ Recently surfaced for auction at Sotheby’s, Hong 
Kong (May 2025).

	◆ Indian government intervened, halted the auction, 
and facilitated repatriation.

	● Significance:
	◆ Artifacts are now in the National Museum, 

accessible to the public.
	◆ Enhances India’s role as a global custodian of 

Buddhist heritage.
	◆ Strengthens cultural diplomacy and heritage tourism prospects.

	● Mechanism of Recovery:
	◆ Coordinated effort by multiple ministries and Indian missions abroad.
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	◆ Godrej Industries Group negotiated with Sotheby’s and acquired the relics — example of 
innovative public-private partnership.

	◆ Combined diplomatic influence and private sector resources to ensure return.
	● Structural Gaps Exposed:

	◆ Fragmented ownership of relics due to colonial-era excavation, complicating legal claims.
	◆ India’s reactive approach — intervention came only after auction announcement.
	◆ Absence of centralised, digitised registry of cultural assets for monitoring.
	◆ Lack of robust international legal frameworks preventing sale of sacred relics.
	◆ Over-reliance on diplomatic pressure — not a scalable long-term solution.

Key Takeaways from the Article

Mains Practice Question

Q. The repatriation of cultural artifacts is not just about recovering heritage but also about reinforcing 

India’s cultural diplomacy and national identity.” Discuss in the context of the recent return of the 

Piprahwa relics. (150 words)
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Rift between two blocs continues in Geneva Plastics Treaty Negotiations

Syllabus :

GS Paper III – Environment, Ecology & Economic Development
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Key Takeaways from the Article

	● Background:
	◆ Since 2022, UNEP is leading negotiations for a legally binding global plastics treaty to curb 

land and ocean pollution.
	◆ Negotiations held under the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee (INC) — four sessions 

completed, ongoing in Geneva.
	◆ Decision-making requires near-unanimous agreement (no simple majority). 

	● Two Main Blocs:
	◆ High Ambition Coalition (HAC): ~80 countries (EU members, chaired by Norway & Rwanda).

	◆ Advocates production cuts/caps on plastics & polymers.
	◆ Believes waste management alone won’t solve the problem.

	● Like Minded Countries (LMC): Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, China, Cuba (informal 
grouping of petrochemical states).

	◆ Supported by India.
	◆ Advocates focusing on waste management & behavioural change, not production limits.

	● India’s Position:
	◆ Aligns with LMC stance — opposes production caps.
	◆ Supported by All India Plastic Manufacturers Association (submission to INC chair, Aug 5).
	◆ Argues polymer demand in multiple sectors can’t be met by alternatives at required scale.

	● Economic-Industrial Context:
	◆ Plastics manufacturing industry shifting from Europe to South & Southeast Asia.

	● IEEFA analysis (July 2025):
	◆ Asia dominates global trade in primary plastic polymers (ethylene, propylene, styrene & derivatives).
	◆ 11 Asian countries are major exporters; 18 major importers.
	◆ US — largest exporter in North America — not part of either coalition; now opposes production 

caps despite earlier pushing for a “strong treaty”.
	◆ Observers note weak margins & declining demand in global polymer refining — e.g., China’s 

plants at ~50% capacity.
	● Way Forward

	◆ Hybrid Approach in Treaty – Combine measured production caps with stronger waste 
management targets to satisfy both blocs.

	◆ Technology Transfer & Funding – Global financial mechanism for developing countries to 
adopt advanced recycling & waste-to-energy systems.

	◆ Global Plastic Flow Monitoring – Mandatory reporting & tracking of polymer production, trade, 
and disposal to improve transparency.

	◆ Promote Alternatives – R&D incentives for scalable, costeffective biodegradable materials.
	◆ Behavioural Change Campaigns – Global awareness drive to reduce single-use plastics, 

integrated with school curricula & community programs.


