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22nd August 2025
Mains Manthan 

➢ �Simplified two-rate GST structure gets GoM’s 
nod (Page No – 01)

➢ �Should SC sits powerless as Governors block 
bills: CJI (Page No – 01)

➢ �What has NOTTO said about organ donations 
to women? (Page No – 10)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ Kerala (Digitally Literate State)
➢ Lion Tailed Macaque

1. Simplified two-rate GST structure gets GoM’s nod
Why in News?

▪ GST Structure to be simplified

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 3 – Indian Economy
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Key Highlights

Two-Rate GST Structure:
	● The GoM has approved the Centre’s proposal to simplify the GST structure by retaining just two 

slabs: 5% and 18%.

	● The 12% and 28% slabs will be eliminated, with most items from the 12% slab shifting to 5%, and 
most from the 28% slab moving to 18%.

	● ‘Sin’ goods such as tobacco and online real-money gaming will be taxed at a higher 40% rate.

Revenue Impact for States:
	● Kerala’s Finance Minister K.N. Balagopal highlighted concerns about potential revenue loss for 

States.

	● The GoM has suggested a compensation mechanism for States to address these concerns.

	● The final decision will be made by the GST Council, which will also need to assess the impact on 
revenue.

	● Prime Minister’s Announcement:

	◆ Prime Minister Narendra Modi mentioned the next-generation GST reforms as a “Deepavali 
gift” that would reduce the tax burden on the common man.

	◆ The reform aims to simplify the tax structure and reduce the complexity of the existing GST 
system.

Implementation Timeline:
The proposal still needs the GST Council’s approval, which is expected in early September.
The proposal involves a significant restructuring of GST slabs, which could affect a wide range of goods and 
services.

Prelims PYQ (2018)

Q. Consider the following items: [2018]
1. Cereal grains hulted
2. Chicken eggs cooked
3. Fish processed and canned
4. Newspaper containing advertising material
Which of the above items is/are exempted under GST (Goods and Services Tax)?
(a) 1 only 		
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 4 only	
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
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2. Should SC sit powerless as Governors block bills: CJI

Why in News?

▪ Time limit on Governor’s Bills

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Indian Polity
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Key Highlights

CJI’s Observations:
CJI Gavai questioned whether the SC should remain passive while Governors block Bills for extended periods, 
undermining the democratic process.
He referred to Tamil Nadu’s Governor, who delayed assent to State Bills for nearly four years, and asked if the 
SC should not act as the custodian of the Constitution in such situations.
Solicitor-General’s Argument:
The Solicitor-General, Tushar Mehta, defended the Governor’s position, arguing that time limits should not 
apply to Constitutional authorities like Governors and the President.
He asserted that the SC had encroached on lawmaking by imposing time limits on the Governor’s actions, 
which he claimed could have political or democratic reasons for delay.
Judicial Review of Governor’s Actions:
The CJI emphasized that if the SC could annul Constitutional Amendments in the past, it could not be powerless 
when it comes to judicial review of a Governor’s inaction.
He raised the question of whether the SC should allow a Governor’s non-action to remain beyond judicial 
scrutiny.
Time Limits on Governor’s Actions:
The court expressed concerns about Bills being left in limbo if Governors do not act on them for extended 
periods.
Justice P.S. Narasimha pointed out that while a specific time limit might not be set, there should be some 
mechanism to ensure that the process of assenting to Bills works and does not result in a “full stop” if the 
Governor fails to act.
Political vs Judicial Solutions:
The Solicitor-General argued that issues like delays in assenting to Bills should be resolved politically, as 
Governors are not directly answerable to the people.
The CJI countered, pointing out that while elected representatives are answerable to the public, Governors, 
appointed by the Centre, do not have the same level of accountability.

Prelims PYQ (2001)

Q. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: [2001]
A. Article 54 - 1. Election of the President of India
B. Article 75 - 2. Appointment of the Prime Minister
C. Article 155 - 3. Appointment of the Governor of a State
D. Article 164 - 4. Appointment of the Chief Minister and Council of Ministers of a State
5. Composition of Legislative Assemblies
Codes:
(a) A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 
(b) A-1, B-2, C-4, D-5 
(c) A-2, B-1, C-3, D-5 
(d) A-2, B-1, C-4, D-3
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3. What has NOTTO said about organ donations to women?

Why in News?

▪ Organ donations to men and women

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice

Key Highlights

Gender Disparity in Organ Donation:
Between 2019 and 2023, 63.8% of living organ donors were women. However, 69.8% of the recipients 
were men.
Women made 36,038 of the 56,509 living organ donations, but only 17,041 of those went to women, while 
39,447 went to men.
Organ Donation Laws:
The Transplantation of Human Organs Act, 1994, governs organ donation and prohibits the buying or 
selling of organs. 
In 2011, an amendment to the Act introduced donation of human tissues. 
Hospitals must be linked to NOTTO to facilitate organ transplants.
Organ Donation Status:
Globally, over 1,30,000 organ transplants are performed annually, but it only meets 10% of the worldwide 
need.
In India, around 1.8 lakh people develop end-stage kidney disease  annually, yet only about 12,000 kidney 
transplants take place each year.
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4. Kerala (Digitally Literate State)

	● Class Discussion
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5. Lion Tailed Macaque

	● Class Discussion
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Prelims PYQ (2012)

Q. Which one of the following groups of animals belongs to the category of endangered species? (2012)
(a) Great Indian Bustard, Musk Deer, Red Panda and Asiatic Wild Ass
(b) Kashmir Stag, Cheetal, Blue Bull and Great Indian Bustard
(c) Snow Leopard, Swamp Deer, Rhesus Monkey and Saras (Crane)
(d) Lion-tailed Macaque, Blue Bull, Hanuman Langur and Cheetal

Prelims PYQ (2024)

Q. Consider the following:
1. Battery storage
2. Biomass generators
3. Fuel cells
4. Rooftop solar photovoltaic units
How many of the above are considered “Distributed Energy Resources”?
(a) Only one 		  (b) Only two 
(c) Only three		   (d) All four


