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The Hindu Analysis 25th August 2025

Topics Covered
▪  The new Constitution Bill, the need for a balancing act
▪   Nourish to flourish: the nutrition and cognition link
▪  The ASI is facing a credibility crisis
▪  How have deception techniques evolved?
▪  Is India underestimating the cost of dealing with invasive species?
▪  ISRO holds air-drop test for Gaganyaan Mission

The new Constitution Bill, the need for a balancing act

Syllabus :GS Paper II – Polity & Governance
	● Salient features of the Constitution (amendment process, constitutional morality, separation of 

powers).
	● Functions & responsibilities of the Union and States; issues and challenges pertaining to the federal 

structure.
	● Parliament & State legislatures – conduct of business, powers, privileges, and issues arising out of 

these.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

The Proposed Bill:
	● Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill, 2025 introduced in the Lok Sabha (Aug 20, 2025).

	● Ministers (Union & State) and PM/CM must resign or face automatic removal if in custody beyond 
30 days for crimes with a punishment of 5 years or more.

Constitutional Context:
	● Anchored in Articles 75, 164, 239AA (pleasure of President/Governor/Administrator).

	● Judicial precedents:

	◆ S.R. Bommai vs Union of India → Constitutional morality as a guiding principle.

	◆ Manoj Narula vs Union of India → Persons with serious criminal cases should not hold executive 
power.

	◆ Lily Thomas vs Union of India → Immediate disqualification of convicted lawmakers.

Concerns & Pitfalls:
	● Violation of presumption of innocence (Art. 21): Removal on detention, not conviction.

	● Inconsistency: Legislators disqualified only upon conviction, but Ministers forced out upon detention.

	● Politicisation risk: PM/CM’s discretion to delay or trigger removal; may be used against rivals.

	● Revolving door issue: Reappointment possible after release → instability in governance.

	● Overbreadth: Covers all offences punishable by 5+ years, even minor ones.
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Criminalisation of Politics – Data:
	● 2024 Lok Sabha: 251 MPs (46%) with criminal cases (up from 30% in 2009).

	● Trend shows steady rise in criminalisation despite legal/judicial interventions.

Suggested Alternatives :
	● Trigger removal upon framing of charges by a competent court (not mere arrest).

	● Creation of an independent review mechanism (tribunal/judicial panel).

	◆ Interim suspension rather than outright removal.

	● Restrict scope to serious offences – corruption, moral turpitude, not all 5-year+ crimes.

Way Forward
Due Process Safeguard:

	● Link disqualification to judicial scrutiny m

	● ilestones (charge framing) instead of mere detention.

Independent Oversight:
	● Establish a neutral judicial/tribunal panel to review cases, reducing partisan misuse.

Consistency in Law:
	● Harmonise standards for legislators & ministers to avoid asymmetry and ensure fairness.

Targeted Scope:
	● Restrict provisions to serious offences (corruption, crimes of moral turpitude, heinous crimes) 

instead of blanket 5+ year punishments.

Political Reforms & Awareness:
	● Strengthen voter awareness (ADR, ECI initiatives) and intra-party accountability to reduce 

criminalisation at the source

Nourish to flourish: the nutrition and cognition link

Syllabus :
GS Paper II – Social Justice

	● Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, 
Education and Human Resources.

	● Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, performance of these schemes, and issues arising out of 
their design and implementation.

GS Paper III – Human Resource Development
	● Issues related to children and demographics.

Essay Paper
	● Topics related to “Health is wealth”, “Human capital & demographic dividend”, “Childhood as 

foundation of future”.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Critical window – First 1,000 days:
	● Child’s brain develops rapidly → by age 2, brain reaches 80% of adult weight.

	● Synapse development peaks, frontal lobes (planning, sequencing, self-regulation) mature.

	● Nutritional deficiencies in this period → often irreversible cognitive and growth deficits.
India’s Nutrition Challenge:

	● Decline in stunting between 1993–2021, but slow pace.

	● At current trajectory, stunting prevalence will reach 10% only by 2075.

	● Target: accelerate to meet 2047 goal (Amrit Kaal / Viksit Bharat vision).
Evidence of Nutrition-Cognition Link:

	● Tamil Nadu cohort study: Early childhood iron deficiency → lower verbal performance, slower 
cognitive processing, weaker expressive language.

	● Research: Combined nutrition + stimulation programmes more effective than standalone nutrition 
schemes.



(5)

Broader Socio-Economic Relevance:
	● Early investments in nutrition + cognition enhance human capital.
	● Urgent in era of automation/AI → lowskilled jobs will shrink, need cognitively strong workforce.

Government Interventions:
	● ICDS: World’s largest early childhood programme → nutrition + early education.
	● Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi (2023): Nutrition integrated with early cognitive development.
	● Navchetana Framework (0–3 years): 140 ageappropriate activities (play-based stimulation) for 

parents, caregivers, Anganwadi workers.
Implementation Challenges:
1. Coverage & quality gaps in ICDS services. 
2. Need for stronger urban focus (slums, migrant families).
3. Technology not fully leveraged in monitoring & service delivery.
4. Weak crèche provision limits women’s workforce participation.
5. Anganwadi network (14 lakh workers) stretched, needs capacity building.
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The ASI is facing a credibility crisis

Syllabus :

GS Paper I – Indian Heritage & Culture Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature 
and Architecture from ancient to modern times.
Archaeological studies and sources of history writing in India.
GS Paper II – Polity & Governance Issues relating to autonomous bodies, institutions & governance 
challenges.
GS Paper IV – Ethics (Case Studies relevance) Integrity of institutions, objectivity vs politicisation of 
historical interpretation.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Keeladi Excavations (2014 onwards):
	● ~7,500 artefacts found → evidence of an urban, literate, secular society in Tamil Nadu.
	● Linked to the Vaigai Valley Civilisation, possibly part of India’s “second urbanisation” (6th–2nd BCE).
	● Lead archaeologist K. Amarnath Ramakrishna abruptly transferred in 2017 → suspicions of 

attempts to downplay findings.
	● Madras HC transferred site to TN State Archaeology Dept → 18,000+ artefacts excavated later.
	● His final report (2023) supported earlier conclusions, but ASI sought revision → credibility crisis.

Pattern of Inconsistency:
	● Adichanallur & Sivagalai (Tamil Nadu): Excavations showed artefacts >3,000 years old, but 

ASI delayed publishing results for 15+ years.
	● Bahaj, Rajasthan: Paleochannel excavation linked to Saraswati River & Mahabharata period — 

embraced mythological narratives without robust scientific validation.
Institutional Criticism:

	● Methodological nationalism: privileging state-sanctioned, unitary civilisational narratives.
	● Scholarly critiques:

	◆ Reliance on outdated Wheeler method.
	◆ Arbitrary transfers, poor infrastructure, stifled academic independence.
	◆ Past controversies (Ayodhya excavation) for lacking scientific integrity.

	● Opaque review system: Internal reports, limited peer-reviewed publications.
	● Global contrast: Institutions in Germany, France, Japan → transparent publication, international 

scholarly engagement, methodological accountability.
Underlying Issues:

	● Politicisation of archaeological narratives.
	● Weak structural autonomy & financial dependence.
	● Lack of modern scientific methods and collaborative research.

Way Forward
Institutional Autonomy & Reforms:

	● Grant ASI greater functional and financial independence; establish a transparent, peer-driven 
review mechanism.

Scientific Modernisation:
	● Adopt advanced archaeological methods (AMS dating, GIS mapping, DNA studies) instead of 

outdated techniques.
Transparency & Global Engagement:

	● Publish findings in open, peer-reviewed platforms; encourage global scholarly collaborations. 
Depoliticisation of Archaeology:

	● Safeguard excavations and historical interpretations from ideological or political interference.
Capacity Building & Professionalisation:

	● Invest in archaeologist training, infrastructure, technology adoption, and institutional work culture.
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How have deception techniques evolved?

Syllabus :

GS Paper 3 (Security, Defence Technology) – evolution of warfare, indigenous defence capability.
GS Paper 2 (IR) – strategic autonomy, defence partnerships (Israel, France, US).

Key Takeaways from the Article

Evolution of Deception Techniques
	● Traditional: Camouflage nets, dummy tanks, false radio traffic.
	● Cold War era: Inflatable tanks, radar reflectors, thermal sources.
	● Contemporary: AI-enabled electronic decoys, fibre-optic towed systems, multispectral camouflage, 

and unmanned deception platforms.
	● Purpose: To mislead sensors, waste enemy munitions, and buy time for counteroffensives.
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AI-enabled X-Guard Fibre-Optic Towed Decoy (FOTD)
Origin: Developed by Israel’s Rafael. 
How it works:

	● Lightweight, reusable, towed ~100m behind aircraft.
	● Mimics aircraft’s Radar Cross Section (RCS), doppler velocity, and spectral signatures.
	● Integrates with SPECTRA EW suite of Rafale.
	● Provides a multi-layered defence — onboard jamming + external decoy.

Operational Use in India:
	● Believed deployed during Operation Sindoor by IAF Rafales.
	● Reports suggest PAF’s J-10C fighters locked onto decoys instead of actual Rafales.

Global Comparisons:
	● BriteCloud (Leonardo) – used on Typhoon, Gripen, F-16.
	● AN/ALE-50/55 (Raytheon/BAE) – used on F/A-18, F-35 variants.
	● Nulka (Australia–US) – naval self-propelled decoy for missile defence.

Ukraine’s Decoy Tactics
Ground War Decoys:

	● Wooden + 3D-printed fake HIMARS, S-300s, and artillery units.
	● Cheap models bait Russian missiles/drones (cost asymmetry: a few hundred $ vs $1–10 million 

missile).
Operational Impact:

	● Exhausts Russian precision-guided missile stockpile.
	● Creates doubt in ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance).

Global Echo: Similar tactics seen in the 1991 Gulf War with Iraqi dummy Scud launchers.
Naval Countermeasure Systems
Traditional: Chaff, flares, noise-making acoustic decoys.
Advanced:

	● Nulka (Australia–US) – autonomous, rocket-propelled, mimics large vessel radar signature.
	● Submarine Decoys – e.g., INS Karanj’s torpedo decoy system.
	● Offboard Active Systems – expendable jammers or falsetarget generators.

India’s Deception Capabilities
Air Force:

	● Rafales with X-Guard FOTD.
	● Su-30MKI, Tejas — being upgraded with
	● indigenous/external EW decoys.

Army:
	● RFI (2025) for T-90S tank decoys simulating thermal & acoustic signatures.
	● Potential for 3D-printed decoy artillery and SAMs.

Navy:
	● Submarine decoys (INS Karanj).
	● Floating chaff & acoustic jammers.
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Trend: India is shifting from passive camouflage to AI-enabled, multi-domain decoys (air-land-sea 
integration).
Why Decoys Matter in Modern Warfare?

	● Cost-Effectiveness: A few lakh rupees decoy can waste a multi-crore missile.
	● Force Protection: Preserves high-value assets (jets, tanks, warships).
	● Psychological Impact: Undermines enemy confidence in weapons and ISR.
	● Strategic Layer: Complements cyber warfare and EW to create uncertainty.

Is India underestimating the cost of dealing with invasive species?

Syllabus :

GS Paper 3 → Environment, Conservation, Biodiversity, Disaster management, Economy– Environment 
interface.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

A recent study published in Nature Ecology & Evolution has revealed that the global cost of invasive alien
species (IAS) has crossed $2.2 trillion between 1960–2022. The study highlights that India has the highest
global discrepancy (1.16 billion%) in reporting management 
costs, suggesting that the actual financial burden of dealing 
with IAS in India is massively underreported. With invasive 
species like Lantana camara, Prosopis juliflora, Eichhornia 
(water hyacinth) spreading across forests, farmlands, 
and wetlands, the issue has direct implications on India’s 
biodiversity, agriculture, livelihoods, and economy.
Global findings (1960–2022)

	● Total cost of invasive species: $2.2 trillion
	● Most costly groups:

	◆ Non-native plants: $926 billion
	◆ Arthropods: $830 billion
	◆ Mammals: $263 billion

Key Takeaways from the Article

India-specific highlights
	● India shows the highest percentage discrepancy in recorded vs. actual management costs: 1.16 

billion % (i.e., severe underreporting).

	● • Reasons:

	◆ Lack of centralized data system

	◆ Poor inter-agency coordination

	◆ Under-reporting in local languages

	◆ Competing conservation priorities

Economic + ecological impact
	● Crop yield loss, fodder depletion, forest fires (lantana), water scarcity, biodiversity decline.

	● Hidden costs in agriculture, health, forestry, and disaster management.

Global context
	● Europe bears highest reported costs: $1.5 trillion (71% of global share).

	● Discrepancy in reporting:

	◆ Europe – 15,044%

	◆ Asia – 3,090%

	◆ Africa – 1,944%

	● India tops in reporting gap, not necessarily in actual costs alone.
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Examples in India:
	● Lantana camara in Bandipur, Gir, Satpura (fire hazard + biodiversity loss)

	● Parthenium hysterophorus (Congress grass) → health hazard, crop losses

	● Water hyacinth → choking wetlands like Loktak, Harike

	● Prosopis juliflora → desert spread in Rajasthan, Gujarat, TN

Control measures
	● International:

	◆ Ballast Water Management Convention – controls marine invasions

	◆ Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) – calls to prevent/eradicate IAS

	● India:

	◆ National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) mentions IAS

	◆ Forest departments occasionally conduct eradication drives (e.g., lantana uprooting in 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh).

	◆ But no centralised policy or database exists

Way Forward
	● Institutional:

	◆ Establish National Invasive Species Authority for data, coordination & funding.

	◆ Integrate IAS management in National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) & State 
Biodiversity Boards.

	● Scientific & Monitoring:

	◆ Develop real-time databases (like InvaCost but India-specific, multilingual).

	◆ Invest in early detection & rapid response (EDRR) mechanisms.

Economic:
	◆ Quantify costs of IAS → integrate into GDP & Green Accounting frameworks.

	◆ Dedicated budget lines in CAMPA funds for IAS removal.

Community participation:
	◆ Eco-restoration projects with MGNREGA + local forest communities.

	◆ Use IAS biomass (e.g., water hyacinth for biogas, lantana for furniture). 

International learning:
	◆ Replicate South Africa’s “Working for Water” programme – combines IAS removal with 

rural employment.
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ISRO holds air-drop test for Gaganyaan Mission

Syllabus :

GS-3 Defence


