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India- Japan ties- old partners, new priorities

Syllabus :

e GS Paper 2 (International Relations) India and its neighborhood relations

India-Japan ties — old partners, new priorities

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Pjapan and China, that begins from August

29, comes at a time of flux in global
geopolitics. While there is a tentative easing of
tensions between India and China after years of
strain, there is also growing uncertainty about
New Delhi’s ties with Washington as the Trump
administration seems to be doing everything in its
power to push India away. Thus, Mr. Modi’s
engagement in Tokyo carries weight well beyond
the bilateral.

Japan’s major investment plan

At the heart of the visit lies Japan’s
announcement of a ¥10 trillion (about $68 billion)
investment plan in India to be spread over the
next decade. This pledge, among the most
ambitious Tokyo has ever made to New Delhi, is
designed to boost the infrastructure,
manufacturing, clean energy, and technology
partnership. It signals Japan’s long-term stake in
India’s growth story at a time when many global
investors remain cautious about China. The fact
that Japan is also investing in the next-generation
E10 series Shinkansen for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high-speed rail corridor
reflects economic collaboration alongside Tokyo’s
willingness to transfer cutting-edge technology to
India.

On the strategic front, the two countries are
expected to revise the 2008 Joint Declaration on
Security Cooperation, reorienting their security
and defence partnership in accordance with
contemporary realities. The proposed Economic
Security Initiative — it covers semiconductors,
critical minerals, pharmaceuticals, and clean
energy — anchors Japan more firmly within
India’s quest for diversified supply chains. Also
significant is the upgrade of their digital
partnership, which is now expected to cover
artificial intelligence and startup ecosystems.
These initiatives place India-Japan ties at the
forefront of technological and security
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The Prime
Minister’s Japan
visit highlights
India’s steady
strategic intent,
with signals to
China and

the US.

cooperation in Asia, reinforcing their shared
commitment to a free, open, and rules-based
Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. factor, a case of strategic balancing
The timing of the visit is important. After the
Tokyo meeting, Mr. Modi is scheduled to attend
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit
in Tianjin, China. Bilateral ties, though scarred by
the 2020 Galwan clash, are demonstrating
tentative signs of stabilisation with the
resumption of direct flights, visa relaxations, and
trade facilitation efforts. The visit, from Tokyo to
Beijing in a single week, reflects a strategic
balancing in many ways. First, it underscores
India’s ability to engage with a trusted strategic
partner and a neighbouring competitor without
allowing one relationship to dictate the other.
Second, it signals that India can
compartmentalise. With Tokyo, the focus is on
advancing economic security, defence
cooperation, and Indo-Pacific stability. With
Beijing, the emphasis will likely be on managing
tensions, exploring limited confidence-building
measures, and keeping communication lines
open.

The balancing becomes even more
consequential against the backdrop of Mr.
Trump’s unpredictability, which has cast a
shadow on the reliability of the United States as a
steady partner. Mr. Trump stands to unravel
years of careful effort invested in building the
New Delhi-Washington partnership. Successive
administrations on both sides, from George W.
Bush to Joe Biden, worked to transform a
once-fractious relationship into a cornerstone of
Indo-Pacific strategy, anchored in defence
cooperation, technology sharing, and growing
people-to-people ties. So far, Trump 2.0 risks
eroding this progress. The Quad (India, Australia,
Japan, the U.S.) too, remains essential to India’s
Indo-Pacific vision, but its trajectory appears
rocky as U.S. engagement turns episodic. The

grouping was conceived as a platform to pool
capacities among like-minded democracies, yet
its momentum has always depended on
Washington’s willingness to commit consistently.
Under Mr. Trump’s second term, signals of
disengagement and a narrower view of alliances
risk diluting the Quad’s strategic coherence. For
India, Japan and Australia, this raises pressing
questions about sustaining the initiative’s
credibility and operational depth.

Beyond economics and defence, there is a
broader political signal embedded in the visit. By
stepping up its engagement with India, Japan is
not just diversifying its economic footprint but is
also reinforcing the idea that dedicated long-term
cooperation can deliver tangible outcomes.

The message
The Tokyo visit is thus less about short-term
diplomatic outcomes and more about signalling
steady strategic intent — that India is willing to
keep channels with Beijing open, prepared to
navigate U.S. unpredictability, and determined to
deepen enduring partnerships with like-minded
powers in the region. Japan’s commitments also
reinforce India as one of its most reliable partners
in navigating the challenges of the Indo-Pacific,
from economic resilience to maritime security.
The visit will highlight one of the most
enduring features of Indian diplomacy in recent
years: flexibility without losing strategic clarity. In
a phase of protracted geopolitical uncertainty, it
is Japan that emerges as India’s anchor partner.
Washington’s commitment is wavering under
Trump’s short-sightedness, while Beijing remains
a competitor whose gestures of normalisation
cannot yet ease underlying mistrust. Tokyo offers
consistency, resources and a shared strategic
outlook rooted in democratic values and a free
and open Indo-Pacific. Therefore, the visit to
Japan is not just about consolidating an old
partnership. It is about recognising where India’s
most dependable ballast lies.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Why in the News ?
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan (Aug 29, 2025), followed by China visit, comes
amid:

e Strategic realignment in global geopolitics.
e Tentative easing of India-China tensions after Galwan (2020).
e Uncertainty in India-U.S. relations due to Trump administration’s unpredictability.

e Japan’s announcement of a ¥10 trillion (~$68 billion) investment plan in India over 10 years, one
of its most ambitious pledges.

Economic Partnership
e Japan pledges ¥10 trillion (~$68 bn) investment in India over the next decade.

e Focus areas: infrastructure, manufacturing, clean energy, technology.
e Next-gen E10 series Shinkansen tech transfer for Mumbai—Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail.

e Signals Japan’s long-term stake in India’s growth story at a time of global investor caution toward
China.

Strategic & Security Cooperation
+ Revision of 2008 Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation.

¢ Proposed Economic Security Initiative covering:
* semiconductors, critical minerals, pharma, clean energy.

+ Upgraded digital partnership — Artificial Intelligence, start-up ecosystems, cyber & emerging
tech.

+ Shared commitment to a free, open, rules-based Indo-Pacific.

Geopolitical Balancing
+ Modi’s visits to Tokyo (trusted partner) & Beijing (competitor) in the same week show strategic
flexibility.

+ With Japan — focus on economic security, Indo-Pacific, defence cooperation.
+ With China — limited CBMs, trade facilitation, managing tensions.

+ India shows compartmentalisation of ties without one dictating the other.

U.S. Factor
¢ Trump 2.0’s unpredictability risks weakening India-U.S. partnership built since 2005.

¢ Quad’s momentum affected by episodic U.S. engagement.
+ Raises questions on credibility & operational depth of Quad.

Political Signal
+ Japan reinforcing idea of long-term cooperation delivering results.

+ India projects itself as flexible yet strategically clear — willing to talk to China, balance U.S.

+ unpredictability, and rely on Japan as an anchor partner.
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Way Forward

Deepen India—Japan economic corridors: Fast-track infrastructure, clean energy, and tech transfer
projects for tangible results.

Strengthen defence & security partnership: Expand joint exercises, intelligence sharing, maritime
domain awareness.

Enhance Economic Security Cooperation: Reduce supply-chain dependence on China through
joint India—Japan initiatives in critical minerals, semiconductors.

Sustain Quad credibility: India, Japan, and Australia must keep momentum alive even amid
fluctuating U.S. commitment.

Leverage Japan as a trusted Indo-Pacific partner: Anchor democratic values and ensure a rules-
based order with reliable partners.

What does the new online gaming Act outline?

Syllabus :

GS Paper 2 (Governance, Polity & Social Justice)

+ Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out
of their design & implementation.

+ Role of regulatory bodies.

GS Paper 3 (Economy & Security Issues)

« Effects of liberalization on various sectors.

¢ Money laundering, financial frauds, cyber security.

What does the new online gaming Act outline?

What has the World Health about Re fames? What are
the, ervened?
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Why in the News ?
e On Aug 20-22, 2025, Parliament passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill,
2025, now law.

Responds to financial frauds, suicides, tax evasion linked to Real Money Games (RMGs).
Lok Sabha passed the Bill in just 7 minutes, raising questions of scrutiny.

Government data: Indians lose ~X15,000 crore annually to RMGs.
e WHO: RMGs cause compulsive behavior, psychological distress, and family disruption.

Categorisation of Online Games
e E-Sports: Recognised under National Sports Governance Act, 2025. Registration + participation fee
allowed. Eg: GTA, Call of Duty.

e Social Gaming: Recreational/educational purposes (puzzle, chess apps, casual multiplayer). Govt to
promote through budget allocations.

e RMGs (Real Money Games): Fee/stake-based games, whether skill or chance. Eg: Poker, Rummy,
Fantasy Cricket, Ludo. — Completely banned.

Regulation & Penalties
e Offering RMGs / fund transactions: Imprisonment up to 3 years + fine up to X1 crore (or both).

e Advertising RMGs: Imprisonment up to 2 years + fine up to I50 lakh.

e Offences cognisable & non-bailable under BNSS, 2023.

e CERT-In to block/disrupt illegal platforms; Interpol may be used for offshore violators.
e No penal action prescribed against individual players.

Government’s Justification
e Consumer Protection: Algorithms ensure users are net losers.

e Financial Integrity:
¢ Terror funding links (Parliamentary Panel 2023).
+ 330,000 crore GST evasion by gaming firms.
¢ 2,000 crore tax evasion flagged by FIU (2022).
¢ Chinese App FIEWIN defrauded Indians of 3400 crore.
e Addiction & Social Harm: 32 suicides in Karnataka (past 31 months).

Challenges & Criticism
e Legal Ambiguity: No distinction between skill vs chance — contrary to earlier SC rulings.

e Federalism Issue: Regulation of betting/gambling is in State List (Entries 34 & 62).

e Industry Impact: 400+ companies, 2 lakh jobs threatened. Celebrities endorsing platforms (Dream11,
RummyCircle, My11Circle, etc.).

e Loopholes: VPNs, offshore servers, “informational” apps may bypass ban.

e Children’s Safety: Act silent on minors’ access to esports/social gaming.
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India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific region , agree to deepen defence ties

Syllabus :

GS-2 International Relations

India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific
region, agree to deepen defence ties

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI
© WorldAtlas.com Pacific | Ocean
India will provide training
and equipment to upgrade
Rabi Fiji's maritime security,
Prime Minister Narendra
( ’K’o" Modi said on Monday.

,Taveu,,, S Welcoming visiting Fi-

jian Prime Minister Sitiveni
Rabuka, Mr. Modi said In-
dia and Fiji “strongly sup-
Indo-

Vanua
Balavu * .
oo port a free, open”

Koro

3 Navaga 9

29 4N e*‘(QNa,m, Pacific region as both sides
\chu X ;’\ declared that India _would
= Lakebas work to build capacity for
Koro Sea 2 the armed forces of Fiji.
ega o~ D R “In  our cooperation
Vatulele <> Modla ‘< ¢ with the Pacific island na-
tions, we see Fiji as a hub.
o Tl Both our countries strong-
aiane | ly support a free, open, in-
Flji 70 mi clusive, secure, and
Cows um,’% ,,.,s e prosperous Indo-Pacific.

We warmly welcome In-
dia’s Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative,” Mr. Modi said,
announcing the collabora-
tion between India and the
Fijian military forces.

A joint statement issued
at the end of consultation
said the two sides empha-
sised the importance of
their “shared interests in

Key meet: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Fiji Prime Minister
Sitiveni Rabuka in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

advancing regional peace,
stability, and prosperity”.
“Prime Minister Modi
reaffirmed India’s commit-
ment to advancing the
priority areas of coopera-
tion outlined in the Memo-
randum of Understanding
[MoU] on Defence Cooper-
ation signed in 2017, and to
supporting Fiji’s strategic
priorities in these areas,”
the joint statement said.
The two sides agreed to
work together on UN pea-
cekeeping operations, mili-
tary medicine, the White
Shipping Information Ex-
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change, and capacity-
building for Fijian military
forces.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Rabuka empha-
sised the need to protect
Fiji’s Exclusive Economic
Zone, and welcomed In-
dia’s assurance to assist
with Fiji’s security needs.
“Prime Minister Rabuka
welcomed the planned
port call by an Indian naval
ship to Fiji which will en-
hance maritime coopera-
tion and interoperability,”
the statement said.

During the talks at Hyd-
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erabad House here, India
and Fiji signed seven MoUs
that included an agree-
ment on building a super-
specialty hospital in Fiji,
and one on migration and
mobility. Both the leaders
agreed to strengthen coop-
eration against terrorism,
and reiterated condemna-
tion for the terror attack in
Pahalgam. Mr. Modi an-
nounced the gifting of two
ambulances to Fiji’s mili-
tary forces, and the open-
ing of the defence wing in
the High Commission of In-
dia in Fijian capital Suva.
The countries also agreed
to enhance cooperation in
cybersecurity, and wel-
comed the setting up of a
cybersecurity training cell
in Fiji. Both sides agreed to
collaborate on humanitar-
ian assistance and disaster
relief.

Mr. Rabuka had in July
opposed China’s reported
plans to establish a naval
base in the Pacific islands.
As a signal to the Chinese
side, the statement also
called for a “free, open In-
do-Pacific region”.
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Like other relics, India’s fossils are
at high risk of being sold abroad

Fossils once bound for labs are now advertised in storefronts and auction hous

ammonites, extinct

a creatures, once crowded ancient oceans;

today. their fossilised remains are sold on the streets of Paris; larger, rarer specimens fetch staggering sums from private collectors at auctions
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