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The Hindu Analysis 26th August 2025

Topics Covered
▪  India- Japan ties- old partners, new priorities
▪   What does the new online gaming Act outline?
▪  India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific region , agree to deepen defence ties
▪  Like other relics, India’s fossils are at high risk of being sold abroad

India- Japan ties- old partners, new priorities

Syllabus :
	● GS Paper 2 (International Relations) India and its neighborhood relations
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Why in the News ?
	● Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Japan (Aug 29, 2025), followed by China visit, comes 

amid:
	● Strategic realignment in global geopolitics.
	● Tentative easing of India-China tensions after Galwan (2020).
	● Uncertainty in India-U.S. relations due to Trump administration’s unpredictability.
	● Japan’s announcement of a ¥10 trillion (~$68 billion) investment plan in India over 10 years, one 

of its most ambitious pledges.
Economic Partnership

	● Japan pledges ¥10 trillion (~$68 bn) investment in India over the next decade.
	● Focus areas: infrastructure, manufacturing, clean energy, technology.
	● Next-gen E10 series Shinkansen tech transfer for Mumbai–Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail.
	● Signals Japan’s long-term stake in India’s growth story at a time of global investor caution toward 

China.
Strategic & Security Cooperation

	◆ Revision of 2008 Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation.
	◆ Proposed Economic Security Initiative covering:
	◆ semiconductors, critical minerals, pharma, clean energy.
	◆ Upgraded digital partnership — Artificial Intelligence, start-up ecosystems, cyber & emerging 

tech.
	◆ Shared commitment to a free, open, rules-based Indo-Pacific.

Geopolitical Balancing
	◆ Modi’s visits to Tokyo (trusted partner) & Beijing (competitor) in the same week show strategic 

flexibility.
	◆ With Japan → focus on economic security, Indo-Pacific, defence cooperation.
	◆ With China → limited CBMs, trade facilitation, managing tensions.
	◆ India shows compartmentalisation of ties without one dictating the other.

U.S. Factor
	◆ Trump 2.0’s unpredictability risks weakening India-U.S. partnership built since 2005.
	◆ Quad’s momentum affected by episodic U.S. engagement.
	◆ Raises questions on credibility & operational depth of Quad.

Political Signal
	◆ Japan reinforcing idea of long-term cooperation delivering results. 
	◆ India projects itself as flexible yet strategically clear — willing to talk to China, balance U.S.
	◆ unpredictability, and rely on Japan as an anchor partner.
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Way Forward
	● Deepen India–Japan economic corridors: Fast-track infrastructure, clean energy, and tech transfer 

projects for tangible results.
	● Strengthen defence & security partnership: Expand joint exercises, intelligence sharing, maritime 

domain awareness.
	● Enhance Economic Security Cooperation: Reduce supply-chain dependence on China through 

joint India–Japan initiatives in critical minerals, semiconductors.
	● Sustain Quad credibility: India, Japan, and Australia must keep momentum alive even amid 

fluctuating U.S. commitment.
	● Leverage Japan as a trusted Indo-Pacific partner: Anchor democratic values and ensure a rules-

based order with reliable partners.
What does the new online gaming Act outline?

Syllabus :

GS Paper 2 (Governance, Polity & Social Justice) 
	◆ Government policies & interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out 

of their design & implementation.
	◆ Role of regulatory bodies.

GS Paper 3 (Economy & Security Issues) 
	◆ Effects of liberalization on various sectors.
	◆ Money laundering, financial frauds, cyber security.
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Key Takeaways from the Article

Why in the News ?
	● On Aug 20–22, 2025, Parliament passed the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Bill, 

2025, now law.
	● Responds to financial frauds, suicides, tax evasion linked to Real Money Games (RMGs).
	● Lok Sabha passed the Bill in just 7 minutes, raising questions of scrutiny.
	● Government data: Indians lose ~₹15,000 crore annually to RMGs.
	● WHO: RMGs cause compulsive behavior, psychological distress, and family disruption.

Categorisation of Online Games
	● E-Sports: Recognised under National Sports Governance Act, 2025. Registration + participation fee 

allowed. Eg: GTA, Call of Duty.
	● Social Gaming: Recreational/educational purposes (puzzle, chess apps, casual multiplayer). Govt to 

promote through budget allocations.
	● RMGs (Real Money Games): Fee/stake-based games, whether skill or chance. Eg: Poker, Rummy, 

Fantasy Cricket, Ludo. → Completely banned.
Regulation & Penalties

	● Offering RMGs / fund transactions: Imprisonment up to 3 years + fine up to ₹1 crore (or both).
	● Advertising RMGs: Imprisonment up to 2 years + fine up to ₹50 lakh.
	● Offences cognisable & non-bailable under BNSS, 2023.
	● CERT-In to block/disrupt illegal platforms; Interpol may be used for offshore violators.
	● No penal action prescribed against individual players.

Government’s Justification
	● Consumer Protection: Algorithms ensure users are net losers.
	● Financial Integrity:

	◆ Terror funding links (Parliamentary Panel 2023).
	◆ ₹30,000 crore GST evasion by gaming firms.
	◆ ₹2,000 crore tax evasion flagged by FIU (2022).
	◆ Chinese App FIEWIN defrauded Indians of ₹400 crore.

	● Addiction & Social Harm: 32 suicides in Karnataka (past 31 months).
Challenges & Criticism

	● Legal Ambiguity: No distinction between skill vs chance → contrary to earlier SC rulings.
	● Federalism Issue: Regulation of betting/gambling is in State List (Entries 34 & 62).
	● Industry Impact: 400+ companies, 2 lakh jobs threatened. Celebrities endorsing platforms (Dream11, 

RummyCircle, My11Circle, etc.).
	● Loopholes: VPNs, offshore servers, “informational” apps may bypass ban.
	● Children’s Safety: Act silent on minors’ access to esports/social gaming.
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India, Fiji call for open Indo-Pacific region , agree to deepen defence ties

Syllabus :

GS-2 International Relations

Key Takeaways from the Article
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Like other relics, India’s fossils are at high risk of being sold abroad


