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The Hindu Analysis 27th August, 2025
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▪  Why has the import duty on cotton been suspended?
▪  Adi Karmayogi Initiative
▪  Illumination at the US open is designed to cut light pollution
▪  Centre finalises National Designated Authority to kick- start carbon markets
▪  Centre finalises National Designated Authority to kick- start carbon markets

The gender angle to India’s economic vulnerabilities

GS3 (Economy – Growth, Employment, Trade) GS1 (Society – Role of Women, Gender Issues)
GS2 (Governance – Schemes & Policies, Inclusive Growth)
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Key points from article

Why in News ?
	● India’s economy is currently $4.19 trillion, on track to become the 3rd largest globally.
	● But, U.S. President Donald Trump’s proposal of 50% tariffs on Indian exports (worth $40 

billion) threatens labour-intensive industries like textiles, gems, leather & footwear.
	● These sectors are women-dominated, making India’s low female labour force participation 

(FLFPR: ~37-41.7%) a strategic vulnerability in addition to a social concern.
(a) Impact of U.S. Tariffs

	● Target: $40B exports → could reduce India’s GDP by ~1%.
	● 30–35% cost disadvantage vs. competitors (e.g., Vietnam).
	● 50 million workers, especially women, in risk zones (textiles, gems, leather, footwear).

(b) India’s Gendered Economic Weakness
	● FLFPR: India – 37–41.7% (vs. Global avg ~50%, China ~60%).
	● IMF estimate: Closing gender gap could add 27% to India’s GDP.
	● Barriers: cultural norms, safety, transport, sanitation, unpaid care work.

(c) Demographic Dividend Window
	● India’s demographic advantage till ~2045.
	● Risk of “Southern Europe trap” (Italy, Greece) where low FLFPR hurt long-term growth.

(d) Global Lessons
	● U.S. WWII – women mobilised with equal pay, childcare.
	● China (1978 reforms) – FLFPR ~60% due to state care/education.
	● Japan – FLFPR ↑ 63% → 70%, GDP per capita ↑ 4%.
	● Netherlands – part-time work with benefits; adaptable to India.

(e) Indian Examples of Progress
	● Karnataka’s Shakti scheme (2023) – free bus travel; +40% women ridership; ↑ mobility, jobs, 

autonomy.
	● Urban Company (gig economy) – 15,000 women onboarded; ₹18k–25k/month; safety, maternity, 

accident insurance.
	● Rajasthan’s Indira Gandhi Urban Employment Guarantee – 4+ crore person-days; 65% jobs to 

women; flexible, neighbourhood-based work.
Way Forward
Structural reforms > populist measures:

	● Tax incentives for female entrepreneurs.
	● Gender-focused skilling platforms.
	● Digital inclusion drives.

Labour Market Reforms:
	● Recognise gig & part-time work under labour codes.
	● Provide social protection, maternity cover, pensions.
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Infrastructure & Safety:
	● Expand transport & sanitation facilities.
	● Invest in childcare & eldercare to ease unpaid care burden.

Corporate Sector Role:
	● Diversity quotas, flexible work models, safe workplaces.

Government Focus:
	● Shift welfare spending → targeted empowerment (mobility, skilling, entrepreneurship).

Play-based learning for India’s future

GS2 (Governance, Welfare Schemes, Education, Health, Vulnerable Sections)
GS1 (Society – Role of Women, Children, and Social Institutions)
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Key points from article

Foundational Importance of ECCE (Early Childhood Care & Education)
	◆ 85% of brain development occurs before age 6 (NEP 2020).

	◆ Study (CMC Vellore): ECCE improves IQ by 19 points by age 5, and 5–9 points by age 9.

	● Nobel Laureate James Heckman: Investment in early years yields 13–18% returns

Policy Initiatives under the Government
	● Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi (2023): Anganwadi centres transformed into early learning hubs (nutrition 

+ learning).

	● Anganwadi workers trained in ECCE; focus on play-based & activity-based learning using local 
materials.

	● Monthly ECCE Days institutionalised.

	● Increased budget for teaching-learning materials.

Aadharshila – National Curriculum for ECCE (3–6 years)
	● Emphasis on holistic development: intellectual, emotional, social, and physical.

	● 5+1 weekly plan → balance of free play (30 mins), structured activities, outdoor play, rest, conversation.

Navchetna – National Framework for Early Childhood Stimulation (0–3 years)
	● Focus on parental involvement in play-based home learning.

	● Bridges socio-economic inequality in access to toys, books, and early stimulation.

Changing Perceptions
	● Anganwadis earlier seen only as nutrition centres, now seen as first schools for children.

	● Parents’ trust in ECCE increasing, aligning with NEP 2020’s new school entry age (6 years).

Way Forward
	● Scaling up Implementation: Ensure quality ECCE across 14 lakh+ Anganwadi Centres in India.

	● Capacity Building: Continuous training & incentives for Anganwadi workers.

	● Community & Parental Involvement: Strengthen awareness on play-based learning.

	● Equity & Access: Special focus on tribal, rural, and underserved regions.

	● Monitoring & Evaluation: Data-driven approach to assess ECCE outcomes.

	● Integration with Schooling: Smooth transition from Anganwadi to primary school.
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What is the air drop test conducted by ISRO?

GS-3 Space Technology

Why has the import duty on cotton been suspended?

GS-3 Economy – Agriculture
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Adi Karmayogi Initiative

GS2 (Governance, Welfare Schemes, Education, Health, Vulnerable Sections)

Illumination at the US open is designed to cut light pollution

GS-3 Environment - Pollution
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Centre finalises National Designated Authority to kick- start carbon markets

GS-3 Environment
National Designated Authority (NDA) established by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC).
Aim: Enable a carbon emissions trading regime in India.
Creation of NDA is a mandatory requirement under Article 6 of the 2015 Paris Agreement.
NDA is a 21-member committee, headed by the Secretary of MoEFCC.
Core Responsibilities:

	● Recommending activities for trading emission reduction units.
	● Authorizing the use of these units for achieving India’s NDCs (Nationally Determined Contributions).

India’s NDC targets: Reduce emission intensity of GDP by 45% by 2030 (from 2005 levels).
Article 6 of Paris Agreement:

	● Provides framework for emissions trading regime.
	● Long-standing point of contention, finally settled at COP29 (Baku, Azerbaijan, Nov 2024).


