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Mains Manthan 

➢ �Pre-test for Census 2027 to be conducted in 
Oct-Nov. (Page No – 01)

➢ �Building health for 1.4 bn Indians (Page No – 08)
➢ ��India’s demographic dividend as a time bomb 

(Page No – 08)

Prelims Saarthi

➢ Governor vs CM – SC
➢ India – Japan Summit
➢ NARI Report (Safety of Women) 

Pre-test for Census 2027 to be conducted in Oct-Nov
Why in News?

▪ Census to be completed in 2027

Syllabus

▪ GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice 
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Key Highlights

Timeline & Structure:
	● Pre-test: Oct–Nov 2025.
	● Census in two phases:

	◆ • Houselisting & Housing Schedule (HLO): April 1, 2026 – Sept 30, 2026.
	◆ • Population Enumeration: Nov 2026 – Feb 28, 2027.

	● First Census since 2011 (2021 round postponed).
Significant Features of Census 2027:

	● First digital Census in India. 
	● First caste enumeration in Independent India.
	● Use of mobile app for data collection.

	◆ Digital tools: self-enumeration, web-based real-time monitoring, digital mapping.
Purpose of Pre - test:

	● Evaluate questionnaire quality, data collection, training, logistics, printing, and field issues.
	● Assess data quality and possible refinements before the full roll-out.
	● This year’s pre-test will cover only Phase I (Houselisting), not the population enumeration and caste data phase.

Administrative Preparations:
	● RGI directed States to freeze boundaries of administrative units by Dec 31, 2025.
	● Ensures consistency of enumeration units (tehsils, districts).

Building health for 1.4 billions

Why in News?

	● Health for 1.4 billion Indians
Syllabus

	● GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice
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Key Highlights

PM-JAY (Ayushman Bharat) covers ~500 million 
people with ₹5 lakh/family for hospitalisation.

Needs:

	● Expand to next 500 mn population.
	● Include outpatient, diagnostics in insurance.
	● Ensure fair reimbursement and 

transparent settlement to attract private 
hospitals.

Key Highlights

Prevention as the Most Powerful Cost-Saver
Out-of-pocket costs for NCDs (diabetes, hypertension) remain catastrophic even for insured families.
Needed:

	● Insurance coverage for outpatient/NCD management.
	● Nationwide preventive campaigns via schools, employers, communities.
	● Lifestyle interventions → every ₹1 saved in prevention reduces multi-fold treatment costs.

Digital Health as an Enabler
India has been an early adopter of telemedicine; now leveraging AI for:

	● Early sepsis detection, triaging diagnostics, remote consultations.
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission → universal health records, portability of care.
Impact: a cardiologist in a metro guiding care for a rural patient → bridging urban-rural gaps.

Prelims PYQ (2024)

Q. Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: India’s public sector health care system largely focuses on curative care with limited preventive, 
promotive and rehabilitative care.
Statement-II: Under India’s decentralized approach to health care delivery, the States are primarily responsible 
for organizing health services.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II is the correct explanation for Statement-I
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are correct and Statement-II is not the correct explanation for Statement-I
(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II is correct

India’s demographic dividend as a time bomb

Why in News?

	● Demographic Dividend
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Syllabus

	● GS Paper 2 – Governance & Social Justice

Key Highlights

The Demographic Dividend Paradox
India has one of the world’s largest youth populations.
If skilled → growth driver; if unskilled → source of unemployment, unrest, and instability.
40–50% of engineering graduates remain unplaced; overall, only 43% of graduates are job-ready (Graduate 
Skills Index 2025).
61% of higher education leaders admit curricula are misaligned with job market needs.
Technology and AI Disruption
Research: 70% of jobs impacted by AI, 30% of tasks automated globally.
McKinsey: 7 in 10 Indian jobs at risk from automation by 2030.
WEF: AI could create 170M new jobs by 2030, but 92M jobs displaced simultaneously.
Curriculum update cycles (3 years) are too slow compared to the speed of AI-driven change.
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Government’s Skilling Push – Shortfalls
Skill India Mission (target: 400M trained by 2022) fell short.
Multiplicity of schemes → PMKVY, PMKK, JSS, PMMY, SANKALP, etc. = fragmentation, duplication, 
weak outcomes.
What’s needed: a cohesive national skilling strategy aligned to industry demand.

Prelims PYQ (2012)

Q. �Which of the following is/are among the noticeable features of the recommendations of the Thirteenth 
Finance Commission? (2012)

1. �A design for the Goods and Services Tax, and a compensation package linked to adherence to the proposed 
design.

2. �A design for the creation of lakhs of jobs in the next ten years in consonance with India’s demographic 
dividend.

3. Devolution of a specified share of central taxes to local bodies as grants. 
Select the correct answer using the codes given:
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

 Governor vs CM – SC



(6)

Prelims PYQ (2019)

Q. With reference to the Legislative Assembly of a State in India, consider the following statements: (2019)
1. �The Governor makes a customary address to Members of the House at the commencement of the first 

session of the year.
2. �When a State Legislature does not have a rule on a particular matter, it follows the Lok Sabha rule on that 

matter.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

India – Japan Meet



(7)

Prelims PYQ (2024)

Q. Consider the following countries:
1. Italy 
2. Japan 
3. Nigeria 
4. South Korea 
5. South Africa
Which of the above countries are frequently mentioned in the media for their low birth rates, or ageing 
population or declining population?
(a) 1, 2 and 4 
(b) 1, 3 and 5 
(c) 2 and 4 only 
(d) 3 and 5 only

Mumbai & Vizag among safest cities for women : NARI


