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The Hindu Analysis 8th September 2025

Topics Covered
▪  Punjab Floods leave farmers stranded between two seasons
▪  The making of an ecological disaster in the Nicobar
▪  Greying with grace
▪  India and Bangladesh to hold talks on water sharing

Punjab Floods leave farmers stranded between two seasons

Key Takeaways from the Article

Latest Flood Situation (2025)
	● All 23 districts of Punjab declared floodhit
	● Impact:

	◆ 1,900 villages, 3.8 lakh people, 11.7 lakh hectares farmland affected
	◆ 43 deaths reported
	◆ Gurdaspur worst-hit

	● Pakistan’s Punjab also displaced 9 lakh people → cross-border dimension
	● IMD: 45% excess rainfall in Punjab, Himachal, J&K this year
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Rivers: Boon & Bane
	● Boon:

	◆ Ravi, Beas, Sutlej (perennial) + Ghaggar, choes (seasonal)

	◆ Fertile alluvium → Punjab = “Food Bowl of India” (20% wheat, 12% rice)

	● Bane:

	◆ Monsoon floods overwhelm embankments (dhussi bundhs)

	◆ Historical floods: 1955, 1988, 1993, 2019, 2023, 2024, 2025

Role of Dams in Flooding
	● Major Dams:

	◆ Bhakra (Sutlej) – Himachal Pradesh

	◆ Pong (Beas) – Himachal Pradesh

	◆ Thein / Ranjit Sagar (Ravi) – Punjab-J&K border

Management: Bhakra Beas Management Board (BBMB, Centre-controlled)
Issues:

	◆ High water storage in July–Aug → little cushion for heavy rains

	◆ Sudden releases without timely warnings → downstream flooding

	◆ Madhopur barrage gate collapse (2025) → catastrophic floods in Pathankot, Gurdaspur

Governance Failures
Centre-State Tensions:

	● BBMB prioritizes irrigation & power over flood control

	● Punjab has limited say in decisions

	● 2022 amendment: officers from any state can lead BBMB → Punjab feels sidelined 

State Failures:
	● Poor maintenance of bundhs, weakened by illegal mining

	● Weak coordination between Irrigation Dept. & dam authorities

	● Delay in local warning & evacuation measures

Key Challenges
	● Climate change → erratic & high-intensity rainfall

	● Dams designed for power/irrigation, not dynamic flood management

	● Encroachments & sand mining weaken natural flood plains

	● Lack of integrated flood management between Centre & States

	● Inadequate disaster preparedness at district level
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Way Forward
Institutional Reform:

	● BBMB mandate must integrate flood management as core objective
	● Greater representation of Punjab in decision-making

Technical Measures:
	● Dynamic rule curve based on real-time weather forecasts
	● Modernizing barrages & strengthening embankments
	● River basin-wide approach (Punjab, Himachal, J&K coordination)

Governance:
	● Early warning systems with community-level dissemination
	● District disaster management plans → drills, flood shelters
	● Environmental Safeguards:
	● Ban illegal mining, restore wetlands & natural drainage
	● Promote flood-resilient agriculture in low-lying areas
	● Long-term: National framework for Integrated Flood Management (IFM)

The making of an ecological disaster in the Nicobar 

Syllabus :

GS 3 : Environment & Ecology
GS 2 : Governance

GS 1 : Indian Geography 
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Great Nicobar Project

	● Mega project at southern tip of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
	● • Components:

	◆ Trans-shipment port (Galathea Bay)
	◆ Greenfield International Airport
	◆ Township development
	◆ 450 MVA Gas + Solar Power Plant

	● Implemented by ANIIDCO, based on NITI Aayog report
	● Location: Near Malacca Strait – vital maritime chokepoint

Strategic Importance
	● Enhances military deployment: warships, aircraft, missile batteries
	● Close surveillance of Bay of Bengal & Indian Ocean
	● Counters Chinese naval presence (Malacca, Sunda, Lombok Straits, Coco Islands)
	● Trans-shipment hub → integrates India into regional & global maritime trade

Challenges
Impact on Tribes

	● Shompen & Nicobarese (PVTGs) at risk
	● Violation of Forest Rights Act (2006)
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Ecological Concerns
	● Nearly 1 million trees felled
	● Threat to coral reefs, Nicobar Megapode bird, leatherback turtles
	● One of India’s largest forest diversions 

Seismic Vulnerability
	● Located in earthquake-prone zone (2004 tsunami subsidence)

Governance Issues
	● Lack of adequate consultation with Tribal Councils
	● NGT (2023) upheld clearances but called for High-Power Committee

UPSC PYQ 2014

Q. Which of the following have coral reefs? (2014)
1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands
2. Gulf of Kachchh
3. Gulf of Mannar
4. Sunderbans
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

UPSC PYQ 2014

Q. Which one of the following pairs of islands is separated from each other by the ‘Ten Degree 
Channel’? (2014)
(a) Andaman and Nicobar
(b) Nicobar and Sumatra
(c) Maldives and Lakshadweep
(d) Sumatra and Java

UPSC PYQ 2009

Q. In which one of the following places is the Shompen tribe found? (2009)
(a) Nilgiri Hills
(b) Nicobar Islands
(c) Spiti Valley
(d) Lakshadweep Islands
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Greying with grace

Syllabus :

GS 1 : Indian Society
GS 2 : Social Justice
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India and Bangladesh to hold talks on water sharing

Syllabus :

GS 2 : International Relations
GS 1 : Indian Geography


