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Karki is Nepal’s first woman PM

73-year-old former Chief Justice, who backed the
protesters, has to appoint Cabinet, oversee polls

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

epal President Ram
N Chandra Poudel ap-

pointed former
Chief Justice Sushila Karki
as the country’s new Prime
Minister and dissolved Par-
liament on Friday, as days
of political turmoil showed
signs of abating in the Hi-
malayan nation. He also
announced fresh elections
on March 5, 2026.

Mr. Poudel adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to Ms. Karki at a
brief ceremony. According
to the Office of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Poudel dissolved
the House and set the elec-
tion date at the recommen-
dation of the newly ap-
pointed Prime Minister.

Ms. Karki, 73, the first
woman Chief Justice of Ne-
pal, is now the country’s
first woman Prime
Minister.

Following hectic meet-

ings that began late on
Thursday, Mr. Poudel on
Friday evening agreed to
dissolve Parliament, a key
demand of Gen Z protes-
ters who brought down the
government of K.P. Shar-
ma Oli on September 9.
Ms. Karki will soon form a
Cabinet that will oversee
the elections.

Even after Gen Z cam-
paigners agreed on Ms.
Karki’s name as the leader
of the next government, a
dispute over the dissolu-
tion of Parliament had de-
layed the process of her
appointment.

Mr. Poudel has held sev-
eral rounds of consulta-
tions with Ms. Karki and
other legal experts, facili-
tated by the Army, since
Thursday night.

According to sources
and experts he consulted,
the President was extreme-
ly concerned that dissolv-
ing Parliament before ap-
pointing the head of

Regime change: Ram Chandra Poudel administers oath of office to

Sushila Karki as Prime Minister, in Kathmandu on Friday. Arp

government could give a
free rein to the new Cabi-
net, with nobody to hold it
accountable. Ms. Karki, ho-
wever, backed the protes-
ters’ demand that the
House be dissolved. Prot-
esters argued that if Parlia-
ment was not dissolved,
the same old parties would
retain their control and
influence.

Sudan Gurung, a promi-
nent Gen Z campaigner,

said on Thursday that
House dissolution was
non-negotiable, echoing
Kathmandu Mayor Balen-
dra Shah, a leading figure
in the movement. Protes-
ters had agreed on the
choice of Ms. Karki only af-
ter Mr. Shah endorsed her.

As young campaigners
waited in front of the Presi-
dent’s Office throughout
Friday, party insiders said
Mr. Poudel had also con-

President Ram Chandra Poudel dissolves Nepal’s
Parliament, accepting a key Gen Z demand

sulted major political lead-
ers, who told him that any
action he took should re-
main within constitutional
limits.

The Army, the key facili-
tator whose presence on
the streets has ensured a
semblance of calm, was
waiting for the process to
move ahead as soon as pos-
sible and was getting exas-
perated as the hours
passed, sources said.

Though some expressed
concerns that the process
of appointing Ms. Karki fell
outside constitutional
bounds, constitutional
expert Bipin Adhikari said
it was “unlikely” to be chal-
lenged in court.

“Given that her appoint-
ment is a remedial mea-
sure taken at a time of cri-
sis, its legitimacy is not
likely to be questioned,”
Mr. Adhikari said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8

Py

< 9560300770

HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD,
OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060

&Y www.tathastuics.com @ support@tathastuics.com

TATHASTU

Institute Of Civil Services

)



TATHASTU

Institute Of Civi

India’s manuscripts reflect the journey of humanity

India’s manuscripts
reflect the journey of
humanity, says Modi

PM says digitisation will curb intellectual piracy; he bats for creation of
database and highlights collaboration with Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendraModi on i
day batted for digi-

tisation of India’s ancient
manuscripts and creation
of a database to share the
knowledge in them.

Mr. Modi, who was ad-
dressing an International
Conference on “Reclaim:
ing India’s Knowledge Le-
gacy through Manuscript
Heritage” as part of the i
launch of the Gyan Bhara
tam Mission, said digitisa-

which over 10 manuscripts. “Throughout
g been digitised so far. He history, crores of manu-
commended private or-  scripts were destroyed, but
the information ganisations for working the ones that remain show
from the country - with the government to how devoted our ancestors
tional knowledge system  achieve this goal. were to  knowledge,
had been copied and pa- science, and learning” Mr.
tented many a time by ‘Presenting heritage’ fodi said. “India’s manu-
others. contain footprints
He said the exercise s the development jour-
would be an extension of ey of the entire humani-
the country’s resolve to ty”
forge ahead with the con- ripts for centuries, he  He launched the “Gyan
cept of swadeshi (made in  said, adding that India was ~ Bharatam” portal, a dedi-
India) atmanirbhar er cated digital repository
(sel platform tc e and
T Prime Minister said land, nam, Mon; preserve a Indian
India had the world’s lar- lia, with whom it has en- manuscripts, and enhance
gest collection of about joyed cultural ties and sharing traditional know-
one crore manuscripts, of  which are home to such ledge embedded in them.

“intellectual _pir:

iant) Bharat.

India votes in favour of the UNGA resolution on Palestine state

India votes in favour of UNGA
resolution on Palestine state

Press Trust of India
UNITED NATIONS

India on Friday voted in fa-
vour of a resolution in the
UN General Assembly that
endorses the ‘New York
Declaration’ on peaceful
settlement of the Palestine
issue and implementation
of the two-state solution.
The resolution, intro-
duced by France, was
adopted with an over-
whelming 142 nations vot-
ing in favour, 10 against
and 12 abstentions. Those
voting against included Ar-

gentina, Hungary, Israel
and the U.S.

India was among the 142
nations that voted in fa-
vour of the resolution tit-
led ‘Endorsement of the
New York Declaration on
the Peaceful Settlement of
the Question of Palestine
and the Implementation of
the Two-State Solution’.

The declaration was cir-
culated at a high-level in-
ternational conference
held in July at the UN head-
quarters and co-chaired by
France and Saudi Arabia.

In the declaration, the

leaders “agreed to take col-
lective action to end the
war in Gaza, to achieve a
peaceful and lasting settle-
ment of the Israeli-Palesti-
nian conflict based on the
effective implementation
of the two-state solution,
and to build a better future
for Palestinians, Israelis
and all peoples of the
region”.

It called on the Israeli
leadership to issue a clear
public commitment to the
two-state solution, includ-
ing a sovereign, and viable
Palestinian State.
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Denying upward mobility to candidates with disabilities defeats the purpose of the quota: SC
Denying upward mobility to
candidates with disabilities

defeats purpose of quota: SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court in a
judgment on Friday asked
the Centre to clarify
whether talented candi-
dates with disabilities
whose performance allows
them to qualify for the un-
reserved category are
pushed up to make room
for more people with dis-
abilities to avail reservation
benefits.

The top court asked the
Union government to de-
tail the steps taken so far to
ensure the “upward move-
ment” of such candidates.

“We consider it appro-
priate to require the Union
of India to explain whether
appropriate measures
have been taken to provide
the upward movement of
meritorious candidates ap-
plying against the post/s re-
served for persons with
disabilities, in case such
candidates secure more
than the cut-off for the un-
reserved category. The
same principle must also
be applied to promotions,”
a Bench of Justice Vikram
Nath and Sandeep Mehta
said, directing the Union
government to respond by
October 14.

The judgment, authored
by Justice Mehta, said that
candidates with disabilities

WO,

continue to be restricted to
seats or jobs allotted for
the disabled category, in-
stead of allowing them up-
ward mobility.

“The direct conse-
quence of not providing
upward movement to mer-
itorious candidates apply-
ing under the category of
persons with disabilities
would be that even when a
candidate with disability
scores higher than the cut-
off for the unreserved cate-
gory, such a candidate
would invariably occupy
the reserved seat, thereby
denying the opportunity to
a lower scoring candidate
with disability to make a
claim on the seat/post,”
Justice Mehta reasoned.

Such stagnation of a
candidate with disabilities
defeats the very purpose of
reservation under Section
34 of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act and
“constituted a glaring ex-
ample of hostile discrimi-

nation inst persons
with disabilities”, the court
said. Justice Mehta pointed
out that meritorious candi-
dates who belong to back-
ward classes are automati-
cally moved up to the
unreserved category, leav-
ing reserved seats vacant
for the less advantaged
among them. However, the
same measures are not ta-
ken in the case of persons
with disabilities, who have
been deprived by provi-
dence as against persons
who face societal discrimi-
nation, he said.

The court said the go-
vernment ought to see the
larger objective of reserva-
tion, which is to open a
window for people with
disabilities to join the
mainstream and equally
share opportunities.

“Rather than viewing
disability as a deficit re-
quiring correction, the law
must recognise it as a lens
that reveals the true nature
of legal, social, and institu-
tional frameworks, illumi-
nating whether they em-
brace human diversity or
create barriers that ex-
clude certain members of
society, i.e., those who
have been discriminated
against by providence or
who have suffered the dis-
ability factor in thier life-
time,” Justice Mehta noted.

Kerala Capital to host two-day blue economy conclave

Kerala capital to host two-day
blue economy conclave

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

on a range of blue econo-
my themes and forge
partnerships.
Representatives from 29
European countries are ex-
pected to attend a two-day
blue economy conclave in
the State capital on Sep-
tember 18 and 19, Minister
for Fisheries Saji Cherian
has said.

The conclave ‘Blue
Tides-Two Shores One Vi-
sion’ is being organised by
the State’s Fisheries de-
partment in collaboration
with the Union govern-
ment and the European
Union (EU).

Representatives from 17
European countries have
confirmed participation in
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Sustainable model

The event will come out
with a road map for deve-
loping Kerala as a sustaina-
ble and resilient blue eco-
nomy model, leveraging
the EU’s expertise and the
strategic advantages of the
State’s blue economy.

The countries that have
confirmed participation in
the event are Finland,
France, Hungary, Poland,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Swe-
den, Denmark, Bulgaria,
Austria, Malta, Spain, Italy,
the Netherlands, Belgium,
Romania and Germany.

I\ Lo
i

Saji Cherian

the event, which will be at-
tended by EU Ambassador
to India and Bhutan, Hervé
Delphin, Mr. Cherian said
on Friday.

The event, to be held at
The Leela Kovalam, will
see experts and stakehol-
ders from India and Eu-
rope share their thoughts
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Scam space
Scam space

ia platfor hould

Soci:

1)
proactively remove fraudulent content

olicing the digital economy vha
[P e com proportonte esourees,

why.

economy requires what

and arecent case in Hyderabad illustrates
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crutiny of user uploads.
esult is that deepfake scams are treated as
idual incidents rather than systemic vulner-
ies. Three measures are necessary. First, go-
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tion, discl
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erate.
asa

c
platform

lent
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the space audulent schemes op-
Second, technical literacy must be treated
public policy priority. Awareness efforts
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hould be required to remove fraudu
Content proactivly. Without these, such

scams will entail huge human and material costs.

The RTDI’s shift to a ‘right to deny information’

The RTTs shift to a ‘right to deny information’

he Right to Information (RTI) Act i
founded on the principle that in a
democracy, which is defined as “rule
of the people, by the people, for the
people”, all information held by the government
inherently belongs to the citizens. The
government acts as a custodian of this
information on behalf of the popul
legitimise their representatives by ulmmg |ho
who in turn legitimise the burea
Therefore, the default mode under (he RTIis that
all information must be shared with citizen

However, the Act always included specif
exemptions to protect certain interests, such as
national sovereignty. One crucial exemption is
the Act's Section 8(1)(j), which is on “personal
information”.

‘The original Section 8(1)(j) was a detailed
provision designed to balance the right to
information with individual privacy. It stipulated
that personal information could be denied if it
had no connection to public activity or
constituted an “unwarranted invasion on the
privacy of an individual”, unless there was a
larger public interest in its disclosure.

A key aspect of this original provision was a
proviso which is an acid test. It said: “provided
that the information which cannot be denied to
the Parliament or a State Legislature shall not be
denied to any person”. This meant that if
mlomunun could not be denied to Parliament or
a State L iture it could also not be denied to
an (ll’dll)dr\ citizen.

The intent was to guide public information
officers (P10s) in discerning what constituted
public activity, private activity, or an imvzsion of

privacy, especially given the difficul
dennm\ ely defining “privacy” <e\en ]mnr(' KS.
Puttaswamy (Retd) vs Union Of India
acknowledged that it would evolve on a
case-to-case basis). The government routinely
collects information from an individual in the
normal course of its duties, and such |nkyrmaunn
s generally not considered to be an inv
privacy and should, therefore, be $h.II'L‘(|
However, if it invades his privacy, it must not
taken routinely. Restrictions on the fundamental
right to information should be within the limits
set by Article 19(1(2) of the Constitution. Here,
there are only two words relating to privacy:
‘decency’ or ‘morality’. If disclosure violates
decency or morality, it should be denied to
Parliament and citizens.

The ambiguity of personal information’
The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act
amends Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act — a drastic
alteration of Section 8(1)(j) that reduces its length
tosix words. This significant abbreviation makes
it easy for most information to be denied. The
core concern revolves around the interpretation
of “personal information” itself.

Shailesh Gand|

is a former Central
Information
Commissioner

Citizens and
the media need
to challenge the
Digital Personal
Data Protection
Act's
amendment of
Section 8(1)(j) of
the Right to
Information
(RTI) Act

One of the most pressing issues s the lack of a
clear and consistent definition of “personal
information” under the amended RTI Act,
especially in its relationship with the new Data
Protection Law. There are two conflicting views:
the first is Natural Person Interpretation: One
view holds that “person” should be understood
in its general sense, referring to a “normal
person” or natural person. The second is the
DPDP Bill Definition. The other, equally valid
view, interprets “person” as defined in the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Bill. The DPDP
Bill's definition is expansive, including a “Hindu
undivided family, a firm, a company, [and] any
association of individuals and the State’

Ifthe latter definition is adopted, “almost

everything is personal information”. A s
amount of information can be shown to be
related to some person. Thus the law gives a
handle to deny most information. The RTI i
transformed into a Right to Deny information. I
becomes an ‘RDI'. This broad interpretation
poses a fundamental threat to the spirit of
transparency. Adding to the complexity, the
DPDP Bill contains a provision that overrides all
other laws in cases of conflict. This is alarming
because the DPDP Bill specifies strong penalties
for violations which can be as high as 250 crore.

‘This creates an untenable situation for PIOs. As
much of the government information is now
digital, PIOS are apprehensive that a mistake in
disclosing information could lead to severe
financial penalties. This fear will incentivise PIOs
to err on the side of information denial rather
than disclosure, effectively creating a “right to
deny information”. The DPDP Act must not
override the RTI Act, though it might be
acceptable for it to override other Acts.

t

Facilitating corruption
The practical implications of these amendments
are dire for pi countability and the fight

apinst corrupon, Transparency s a rucil ol

in this battle, ly when other
anticorruption mechanisms have proven to be
ineffecive

The first is the loss of public monitoring.
Citizens are the best monitors against corruption.
Ifinformation s denied, this vital monitoring
mechanism is severely hampered. India’s
multilayered government agencie: s
vigilance departments, anti-corruption bureaus
and the Lokpal, have abjectly failed to curb
corruption.

‘The second is denial of essential

signed by an official could be denied as “personal
information”. It can result in over 90% of
information being denied.

‘The third is unfettered corruption. The
amendment “makes it the easy thing to be
corrupt”. Information relating to ghost
employees or corruption ch;uge.«' falls under
“personal informatios will be hidden,
allowing corruption to ﬂmmsh and continue
unhindered'.

While the “larger public interest” clause still
exists in the RTI Act (in Section 8(2)), its practical
application is extremely rare and difficult.
Citizens should not have to demonstrate “larger
public interest” to access information as it is their
fundamental m,m This requirement only applies
if information is already exempt.

There will he less than 1% orders where an
exemption is accepted, but disclosure is based on
larger public interest. This is because it is an
incredibly challenging decision for any officer to
make, weighing potential harm to an individual
against the broader public henem of disclosure.
Therefore, relying on this clause to ensure
transparency after the amendment is largely
futile.

Apathy and a call to action
Despite the gravity of these amendments, there
has been a notable lack of public and media
outcry when compared to previous RTI changes,
such as those concerning Commissioner’s salaries
and tenures. This apathy may be due to the
amendment being “under the guise of data
protection”, making it seem less threatening to
the average citizen. There is also a common
sentiment that an individual’s own information
should not be shared, regardless of its relevance,
leading to an ‘ego takes over’ mentality.

Sections 8(2) and 44(3) of the DPDP Bill
constitute a “very fundamental regression on our
lemocracy” and a “very fundamental attack on

our fundamental rights”.

re needs to be a focus on four issues. First,
media and citizen engagement — there must be
widespread public discussion across the country.
Second, political accountability - citizens should
demand assurances from political parties in their
election manifestos that these amendments will
be reversed. Third, public opinion — it is crucial
to build strong public opinion with the support of
the media. Fourth, recognition ofgravuv this
issue deserves as much attention a
critical national debate, as the Iunddmem.ll right
to ation is being

The broadened scope of “personal information™
means that even mundane yet crucial documents
could be withheld - a citizen's own corrected
marksheet could be denied as “personal”. The
example of Rajasthan sharing details of pension
beneficiaries to combat “ghost employees” and
“ghost cards” will cease. Even a simple order

Ifcitizens continue to remain silent, they will
imperil their freedom and democracy. Collective
action can lead to these changes being reversed.
‘The future of transparency and accountability in
India hinges on whether citizens and media can
push back and protect the integrity of the RTI
Act.
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