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SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqf changes, but upholds Act

GS-2 Governance

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Monday struck
a balance by stay-

ing crucial portions of the
Waqf (Amendment) Act,
2025, which it found “pri-
ma facie arbitrary” while
refusing to freeze the law
in its entirety.

In a judgment on a plea
for a interim stay of the
law, a Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai and
Justice A.G. Masih rea-
soned that parliamentary
legislation was naturally
presumed to be constitu-
tional as the lawmakers
would only have the pu-
blic’s best interests in
mind, so much so that
even discrimination woven
into the statute would be
based on  adequate
grounds.

However, this reasoning
did not stop the court from
staying key provisions of
the 2025 Act, including the
one which required a per-
son intending to create a
Waqf to prove that he had
been practising Islam for
five years.

The court clarified that
the judgment was based on
a prima facie consideration
of the 2025 law.

The observations in the

SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqf
changes, but upholds Act

Court says judgment based on only a prima facie consideration of the 2025 law, its observations
will not prevent parties from making future submissions about the validity of provisions in the Act

Y d Alook at some of the key features of the Supreme Court ruling
€S ANA NO | on the wagf (Amendment) Act

= ‘Prima facie = ‘Totally unconstitutional’: Section 3C proviso 4 3
arbitrary’: The that a Waqf loses its character immediately upon = ‘Protected monument
lack of a basic doubt of being government property, before inquiry [ AR
mechanism completion; allowing the designated officer and State [IRkeUEEIALL IS ALLS
to ascertain government to unilaterally alter revenue and Waqf its status if notified as a
whether the Board records, respectively, changing the status of a  [IRICE S INEIEIALS
person has Wagqf property into a government property was termed a ‘fallacy’
:Jsfacrnn%arc;llsmg = ‘Mandatory registration’: - Tﬂb.‘l“’mm““'w
(Egian The court rejected arguments  [ELIECEIEELUEESS

against the mandatory

years, which is = =
requirement to W registration of Waqfs

create a waqf

prospectively

concerns about
restricting tribal Muslims
from donating land as
Wagfs, over the potential
threat to cultural

1 minorities

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju
on Monday welcomed the
Supreme Court’s judgment
on the Waqgf (Amendment)
Act 2025.

“Ibelieve that whatever
the apex court has ruled is
a very good sign for our

judgment would not pre-
vent parties from making
future submissions about
the validity of provisions in
the Act.

The court said there was
nothing wrong in requiring

Govt., Opposition welcome order

democracy,” he said. Mr.
Rijiju, however, added that
all the provisions included
in the Act were beneficial
to the Muslim community.
The Opposition claimed
victory over the order, and
said that it was a
vindication of its stand on
alaw that was “blatantly
unconstitutional” and

a person to prove that he
had been practising the
faith for at least five years,
considering that Wagf en-
dowments were misused
as a “clever device to tie up
property in order to defeat

designed to target a
particular community.
Had the government paid
heed to the Opposition’s
views, the leaders said,
they would have been
spared this
embarrassment.

FULL REPORTS ON
» PAGE 13

creditors and generally to
evade the law under the
cloak of a plausible dedica-
tion to the Almighty”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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Amid an export
surge, trade deficit
comes down by 54%

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Exports surge

India’s total exports

India’s trade deficit con- increased to $69.2 bn in
tracted by more than 54%  August 2026, up 9.3% over
to $9.9 billion in August, its level in August last year

driven by a surge in mer-
rts, a conti

chandi:

Figures in dollar billion

nued strong performance

in services exports, and a

significant reduction in 0|
merchandise imports
The trade deficit stood 20
at $21.7 billion in August
last year. The data released Aug.2024 Aug. 2025

by the Commerce and In-

SOURCE: MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

dustry Ministry showed & noustar

that exports to the U.S. in-

cressedtoabout $G8G 1l Hon n August lasl year, a
of 6 -

lion in August 2025, from  growth o
$6.7 billion in August last  exports inc

year. This is despite the billion in August 2025,
25% tariffs imposed on In-~ compared with $30.4 bil-

dian exports to

the US. for  lion in August last year.

most of that month, and ~_On the import side, In-
50% for a few days at the ~ dia’s total imports fell to

month-end.

$79 billion in August 2025,

“Despite the global un-  compared with $85 billion
certainties and the trade  in August last year, a con-
policy uncertainties, In- traction of 7%. This was

dri

dia’s exporters have done
extremely  well,”

riven by a 10.1% contrac-
Com- tion in merchandise im

merce  Secretary Sunil ports to $61.6 billion.
Barthwal said at a press Services imports in-
meet. “It shows that the creased marginally to
policies of the Government ~ $17.45 billion in August
of India have paid off well.” 2025 from $16.5 billion in
India’s total exports in-  August last year. The rela-
creased to $69.2 billion in tively strong export perfor-
August 2025, up 9.3% over  mance has meant that the
its level in August last year.  trade deficit in April-Au-

Within lhis merchandise  gust of this fin:

s financial year
tood at $41.4 billion, down

1
billion in A\ll},\lsl 2025, 20.1% over its level in the
compared with $32.9 bil-  April-August 2024 period.

Amid an export surge, trade deficit comes down by 54%

Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms

Unlocking innovation with India’s procurement reforms

rocurement policies, often designed
with transparency and cost-efficiency
Inmind, bave g
nces for research
delumnml While preventing raud, these
frameworks frequently kill innovation, one
process at a time, by prioritising procedural
compliance ov

reforms to its Ge
partic

e Marketplace (GeM) portal and enhanced
financial thresholds for research and
development (R&D) procurement ~ are a
welcome change.

ly exemp

0
canghvea push toprat

nd for advanced technologies.
Moreover, i has boan foun that ed

ector RAD by ¢

stable den

”:;

Increased patent Hings and prvate R&D.
nt, forming a virtuous cycle of
innovation. However, as the Brazilian case study
in EconStor’s 2023 report notes, generic
procurement rules rarely achieve this unless
explicitly designed to spur innovation. India’s
pre-reform framework fell into this trapy
mandating GeM purchases for all sub-2200 crore
equipment, regardless of specialisation, which
forced scientists into a time-consuming
exemption process for globally benchmarked
often supplied materials o
poor quality, compromising res
‘The Government of India’s

June 2025 directly address these issues. By
allowing institutional heads to bypass GeM for
specialised equipment and raising direct

chase s fom 2kt 082 1al
refoms acknonfedgethat ooklecu
proc incompatible with mx sbespoke
hecds, Delegating approva for gobal enders
800 crore i el nd directors
es bureaucratic lag — a chronic grievance
Fighlighed by he Prime Ministers Economic
Adisoy Councl. These adustment lign with
theories of “catalyt  where
flexibliyenables public nsetuions o act a3
early adopters of advanced technologies,
stimulating private:sector innovation.

et, the reforms stop short of a full paradigm
shift. While empowering institutional leader
they retain safeguards such as departmental
purchase committees for higher-value
acquisitions. This could be argued as a necessary
balance. However, even the revised 22 lakh direct
purchase limit could remain inadequate for
high-cost fields such as quantum computing ot

on global

Arindam
Goswami

isaResearch Analst

Institution, Bengaluru

Rescarch and

How has procurement evolved globally?
Globally, nations leading in R&D outcomes have
already reimagined procurement as something
that acts as a catalyst f

their experiences. Procure
evolved from ancient record-keeping to Artificial
Ineligence ADdriven stateges. Indi would do
well o learn from the:

nt processes have

labs, as that would probably open up the
procurement process. However, it would be wise
to consider that the debate over privatising
India’s national labs hinges on
the U, experience shows, privatisation is not
about abandoning public oversight but redefining
it. When the Department of Energy handed over
the management and operation of Sandia

ationa Laboratoresin 1993 toa private
company, it retained mission control through
pmlumuuwluwdum racts while unlocking

ambitions. Through its High-Tech Strategy, the
federal government mandates that public
procurement be used to promote innovative
solutions, supported by KOINNO, which is a
dedicated agency advising procurers,curaing
d hosti tor

for laser and
“he result? A huge increase in mwul flings na
partnerships with a number of small and medium

de.
nufc and Industrial
h

this hybrid model.

nation fon
economist

ing ely shape

hrological marke <mnhm e Small

Business innovadion Research (SBIR) program: of

United States reserves 3% of feder

s for start s, U n},|vl\.|\ul)\|mun‘mlm

contracts to derisk early-stage technologies while
nong vendors.

mpui tbe
ety aglty n procuremnent m\xl
hiring, provided the government ma

control to safeguard national interests
success requires robust accountability
frameworks and some alignment with innova
road maps.

tains son
However,

as aresearch variable

‘These models recognise that pro
innovation is not about buying predefine d
products butn osteing ecosystens

ring

fs procurement reforms are ecessary but
. Four systemic shifts could anchor
mpw Cchange. The rst would be

tenders. Following Finland’s

on
ot e o s partially embrace this
philosophy by exempting specialised research
equipment from mandatory portal use - a nod to
the fact that Indian labs often face delays
extendingtoa few months when de ling with
iche instr policy lacks

pa

example, there must be an evaluation of bids not
Just on costbutaso on an inde that welghs
various qualitative factors such as supplier R&D
investment and s ity potenti
“The second would be providing sandbo
prons . Allow institutions such as the Tata
Research or the Indian

Germany's proacth

the SBIRs staged Randing sructure. For n

€200 crore global tender lmit for
I

narks over technica
South Korea's “pre-comr

Ittt of Techneloy 1 bypass GFR ety
for some percentage of their purchases, provide
they meet annual innovation targets audited by
third parties.

“The third intervention should be

ted sourcing. Deploy the INDIAai

to create a procurement assistant that
scans s lobal catalogues, predicts customs delays

,000-year jour
king pyraniid material
p dALlLl]p,~\|)v|vl\ chan detl,reflectsa
i from control to creat
s evotuton ook pmuuuuu\l asa
tcentric function, but the two World War

materials - reducing
e 4)11r~immmunllnluhum\

And finally, go in for co-procure
Repll opean Union's Joint
Procurement Agr bling multiple
Indian labs to aggregate demand for high-cost
items such as cryogenic coolers, achieving

ale.

ntallianc

resources.
Post1945, this duality deepened: corporations
adopted JustIn‘Time inventory systems while
governments used procurement (o spur sectors
stchas semiconducors (vl Natonal Aetonaucs
and Space Administration contracts) an
renewable (through the European Union's green

biotechnology. Additionally, the focus o tevelopment

tenders, while ensuring quality, could development mandates),

marginalis dummm\upplwnun!cv!nml R&D can be b “Today's fronti umum\e|uuuucmvn\'.

ystems by o

collaborate gl »h l nd umuxlv .n llmlln\xl blending these ecosystel imulate scarcity sce , an n
The pol will w0alare changes with M.m.mw e complance - freeng researchers o

extent on implementation. Tristing inttuional
Heads with procurement disretion assumes high
hical standards, which is something that will
have t be uilt up, slo vl Ina sysem that has
been istorically plagued by in

policy rolls out, monitoring mechaniome e
vital to prevent misuse while preserving agility

global best
practices in
market-shaping.
cognitive tools
and hybrid
governance

focus on ereative sourcing. Consider Pfizer’s
VID 19 vaccine effrt, where Al
procurement identified multple c
Vit ew hours, compressng a months ong
process into weeks.

‘T discussion over procurement policies
often leads to calls for privatisation of national

Privatisation is not a silver bullet but a tool
among many. As this study on Us. labs warns,
‘merely transferring ownership sans
performance-linked funding or competitive
pressure risks creating ineffective labs. The goal
must be creating a procurement continuum
where public and private entities coexist - each
accessing shared innovation marketplaces but
governed by distinct risk-reward matrice:

India's GeM reforms are a tentative step toward
procurement systems that vlue e tab 25
much s costsavings, By mare
ith lobal st pracices n marketshaping,

cognitve tool, and hybrid g
natin could transiomprocurement fom 3
arch impediment to its accelerant. The lesson
from history 1 clear iilsafons hat pmmml
for monuments left ruins; those that procured for
inquiry built futures.
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India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

GS 1 Society, GS 3 Economy

India’s economic ambitions need better gender data

omen contribute just 18% to India’s
w GDP today, but continuing with

business-as-usual means that trillions
of dollars will be left on the table. India’s
aspiration to become a $30 trillion economy by
2047 rests on a simple truth: inclusive growth
cannot happen if half its population remains
invisible in the data that drive policy and
investment. Nearly 196 million employable
women are outside the workforce. While the
Female Labour Force Participation Rate has
improved to 41.7%, only 18% of these women are
in formal employment. The question is not just
how India creates opportunities for women, but
how it ensures that these opportunities are
visible, measurable, and acted on across every
department of governance.

A district-level tool
The launch of the Women’s Economic
Empowerment (WEE) Index by the Government
of Uttar Pradesh — the first in India — offers a
glimpse of what is possible. This district-level tool
tracks women’s participation across five
economic levers: employment; education and
skilling; entrepreneurship; livelihood and
mobility, and safety and inclusive infrastructure.
Its significance lies beyond the index. It signals a
shift toward embedding a gender lens in every
dataset, every department, and every decision.
India produces multiple indices on health,
economic well-being and infrastructure. Very few
disaggregate this data by gender. Without this
lens, gaps remain hidden. Without visibility,
reforms stall. And without reforms, exclusion
becomes entrenched.

[

Pooja Sharma
Goyal
is the Founding CEQ
of The Udaiti
Foundation

o
Vivek Kumar

is Program Lead,
The Udaiti
Foundation

The

Government of

Uttar Pradesh’s
Women's
Economic
Empowerment
Index is a
model that can
be replicated
across

the country

‘When inequities become visible, action
follows. In Uttar Pradesh’s transport sector for
instance, data analysis of bus drivers and
conductors in the State and the low percentage of
women in this segment prompted the
department to redesign recruitment strategies
and address foundational infrastructure gaps
such as women’s restrooms in bus terminals.
These changes, while modest, are catalytic, and
are unlikely to have occurred without
gender-specific insights.

The WEE Index shows how such insights can
be systematised. By mapping where women drop
off — from school to skilling, skilling to work, or
entrepreneurship to credi
conversation beyond particip:
structural barriers. Consider this striking pattern:
while women dominate (more than 50%)
enrolment in Uttar Pradesh’s skilling
programmes, they represent a fraction of
registered entrepreneurs, with their access to
credit being even more limited. This highlights
not only participation gaps but also the systemic
barriers to finance and enterprise support — data
that can directly inform policy reform.

The need for data from every system

If India is serious about closing its gender gap at
scale, gender-disaggregated data must become
universal and normative. This requires
integrating gender breakdowns into every
departmental management information system —
from micro, small and medium enterprises to
transport to housing — and building the capacity
of local governments to collect and use this data
effectively to create effective gender action plans.

It also calls for moving beyond surface-level
counts to track retention, leadership, re-entry,
and quality of employment, particularly at stages
after Class 12 in school and post-graduation,
where female dropout rates surge.

Equally important is the need for a rethink on
gender budgeting. Too often, gender budgeting is
confined to finance departments or specific
women’s welfare schemes. True gender
budgeting applies a gender lens to every rupee
spent — across education, energy, infrastructure,
and more. It is simple — you cannot budget for
what you do not measure.

Help for States moving ahead

What Uttar Pradesh has piloted is a foundation
that can be replicated and scaled. States such as
Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Telangana have already set trillion-dollar
economic goals. To achieve them, they must
leverage their gender dividend. A robust
framework such as the WEE Index can help
States translate intent into implementation —
turning data into district-wise gender action plans
that guide budget allocations, infrastructure
priorities and programmatic reforms.

India’s gender gap is not new, but India’s
response to it must evolve. The solution would
involve a fundamental change in how India sees,
measures and responds to gender across every
level of governance.

The WEE Index is not the finish line but the
starting block. It makes visible what has long
been invisible and offers a road map to move
women from the margins to the mainstream of
India’s growth story.

Light Pollution

GS-3 Environment + Urbanisation challenges

As the lights stay on, birds are
staylng up past their bedtime

by of species, scentts foun that aticial ight s ake longer. The timings
alleyed species barely stirred. The changes were sharpest in the breeding season

for large, wa

Anupama Chandrasekaran

Light Pollution
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Practice Question

Q. Consider the following:

1. Onset of Alzheimer’s disease

2. Disturbance in breeding patterns of bats

3. Promote Algal blooms in lakes

4. Interference in observation of astronomical objects

How many of the above are the potential impacts of light pollution?
(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

Rising Obesity, children exposure to ultra-processed foods

GS- 2 Soual Justice, GS- 3 Economy
Rising obesity, children’s exposure to ultra-processed foods

Data show greater availability and widespread promotion of unhealthy foods and beverages

I DATA POINT

| ;
manaren UNNEAILNY diets

‘ recent UNICEF report, Charts were sourced from United Nations Children’s Fund

‘Feeding Profit: How Food (UNICEF)’s “Feeding Profit. How food environments are

Environments Are Failing failing children”, published in September 2025. For Chart
Children’, estimates that one in 5, the data were examined for 202 countries and for a set
five children and adolescents bet-  of 10 legal measures and policies spanning breastfeeding
ween 5 and 19 years are ‘living with and first foods, school food environments, marketing to
overweight’. It highlights that chil-  children, food reformulation, food labelling, food subsidies

dren and adolescents are increas-  and taxation. *Code refers to the International Code of
ingly being exposed to “unhealthy ing of Breast-milk i and World
food environments” through ad-  Health Assembly resolutions.

vertisements and food service fa-
cilities, and even lack adequate le-

gal protections against such  Chart 1: The number (in million) of children and Chart 2: Percentage of children and adolescents Chart 5: Share of countries with mandatory measures
environments. adolescents living with overweight by age group with overweight, by age group, globally (in %) to protect children from unhealthy food environments
Children between 5and 9years % g, . s © Lowincome @ Lower-middie-income @ High-income
and 10 to 14 years make up the =2 £ o @ Upper-middie-income @ Global
highest shares of children who are c ]
‘living with overweight’ (Chart 2). 1 100 g1 Legﬂlbmeastufﬁs
The report explores how there- ¢ % 10 ] ahgf:‘e dsmt::hi @0 00
tail environment shapes what 5 5o 3 Code*
foods children are exposed to. UN- g E S [P
ICEF found arise in the density of € z n g
. e 5 0 0 lated to the Code’
‘chain’ outlets, which include con- = 0-4years 59yrs 10-l4yrs 15-19yrs 0-d4years 5-9yrs 10-14yrs 15-19yrs include comple- ° e o
venience stores, supermarkets and mentary foods
hypermarkets with more than 10 . Restrictions on
outlets (Chart 3) Chart 3: Trends of chain and non-chain outlets over time by income classifications of countries sittients, Ingredr:
According to the report, chain a) Density of chain outlets b) Density of non-chain outlets ents g;zz:‘ecgec::? e Y )
gf“tle: l?f]f;?["gi f‘;}‘:d alcgess ang 6 High-income countries o school meals
€5 Dy I C AN e WICCSpIes g s g 60 Upper-middle-income countries Restrictions on
availability and promotion of un- 5 o Upper-middle- 22 50 other food and [ ]
healthy foods and beverages. 254 All countries income countries £% 0 m soldat P @ o
But children’s exposure to these 3 & 3 - 3& 30| Low-and lower-middie-income coutr school
: 58 s —
foods does not stem from chain ; S5 ; 253 " : —() g of food
i 3 3 countries :
outlgts alone. U!\"CEFS U-Report €98 11 “ow-and lowermiddle-income countries £ & 5 K ijdvem;mg tz
poll in 2023, which explored both 3 o = p High-income countries c |( ‘ren( :’:Ed
S 7 visio
the availability and marketing of 5505 o 008 = a4
foods in secondary schools across Regulation 6Ffood
eight South Asian countries, ¢yt 42 and ab: Types of foods and beverages available in South Asia in 2023 (in %) advertisingto
showed that unhealthy foods and At actoais with food ice faciliti BN hools without food ice faciliti children through
beverages were more Commonly a) schools wi 'ood service facilities lear schools without food service facilities digital Tredia
available in schools than fresh @ Cooked meals @ Vegetables and fruit @ Packaged snacks @ Fastfood  Sugar-sweetened beverages e R
fruits or vegetables (Chart 4a). | N EEE N0 o . ® lation to reduce ®
The report emphasised that 80 ¢« o o ® . . trans fat
mandatory national legal mea- ;g = B s o Zg . . . Front-of-pack food
sures and policies are vital to creat- & o 8§ 8 . . Lol e @ : 1 . s labelling
. : i S
ing healthy food environments. a0 ~ 8 . = T L o I i Price subsidies for
Data show thatonly 18% of the 202 & .| ¢ L] 230 - healthy foods
countries analysed had mandatory & &i5s Taxation of
nutrition standards for school 10 10 foods and
meals, and only 19% have national 0 0 S“ga";“:‘:‘;";‘:
taxes for both unhealthy foods and Afghanistan | Bhutan | Nepal | Srilanka Afghanistan | Bhutan | Nepal | Srilanka i
;l)lgarsweetened beverages (Chart Bangladesh  India Pakistan  All countries Bangladesh  India Pakistan  All countries % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
cM - omm .
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Court’s nod to mental health as right

GS: 2 Social Justice, GS: 4 Ethics
Court’s nod to mental health as right

India gets licence to scour Indian Ocean for precious metals

nJuly 2025, the Supreme
Court of India pronounced
averdict which has been
ullud a ummmuun..l
lan e, Sukdeb Saha
Vs Hw Staie of Andiva Pradesh,
as anchored in the anguish of a
father who had lost his I7-year-old
daughter, a NEET candidate, in a
Visakhapatnam hostel. Dissatisfied
with what he believed was the
re of the local police to make
afull investigation of the cause, he
demanded a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CB inquiry. His
petitions were rejected by the
Andhra Pradesh High Court,
which then saw him approach the
Supreme Court. The result was

eeded .ukxm\\lyllglm-m o
mental health being an integral
part of the right to life, under
Article 21 of the Constitution.

The top court’s argument
transcended the specific case an
revolved around a crucial social
issue: India’s runaway epidemic of
<n|dem ﬂmidec Froma

-al perspective, the
se 1..1,nm,|m What canbe
termed structural victimisation.
student suicides are rarely framed
in these terms. Yet, systemic
neglect of mental health
combined with the exploitative
culture of coaching centres and
the indifference of schools and
uni\‘ersilies. produce an
onment where young people
become vulnerable to harm, By
failing to provide safeguards, the
state and institutions become
complicit. When institutions
create or ignore conditions that
drive individuals to the brink, the
line between personal tragedy and
institutional culpability becomes
blurred.

‘The gaze of victimology, which
has long examined the dynamics
between victims and perpetrators,
can be extended to state
institutions as de facto
perpetrators. Students are not just

“victims” of internal psychological
battles. They are the victims of an
education system that treats them
shabbily. It is also about social
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The Supreme
Court’s
judgment in
‘Sukdeb Saha vs
The State Of
Andhra
Pradesh’,
acknowledges
mental health to
be an integral
part of the right
o life
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values that link self-esteem to
hierarchy and ofa governance
collapse that subordinates mental
health as a secondary concern. By

recognising mental health as a
inherent right, the Court was

& the structural aspect

of victimisation. It recast the
problem o a apersonal
ereavement but as a public

Legally, the verdict il a vital
gap. The Mental Healthcare Act
2017 already enshrines the right to
receive mental health care. But it
has not been implemented
consistently, and enforcement

chanisms are still poor. By
emremhing mental health in the
Con

Ahllshml an elevated normative
benchmark. Citi:
safeguarding their psychic health
asa fundamental right, not just a
statutory right. To ensure that this
did not become mere rhetoric, the
Court ordered a package of
binding interim orders ~ now
referred to as the “Saha
Guidelines”. Here, schools,
colleges, hostels and coaching
institutes are required to
proactively develop support
systems to address the issue of
mental healt. They nsruct
Stat n Territories to
bring the rules into force in two
month: ;mduhllgj(e(he.«e(lmgup
istrict-level monitoring
((:xl\ll\illee~ Until Parliament
full code, these guidelines
Vill have legisltie force.

‘The ruling also poses significant
criminological questions regarding
state responsibiliy. I ~\||udes
among studen an
outcome of 1mmunum| negeu
can this form of neglect
regarded as structural Yotencer
Johan Galtung’s theory of
structural violence posits that
societal structures causing
systematic harm to individuals by
depriving them of basic needs are
equally blameworthy as direct
violence. By not creating a safe
environment, the state and
ccational rstuslons ndivectly
perpetuate hai
ummmames Ilm perspective
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changes student suicides from
being viewed as “individuz
failures” to a result of s
injustice. As a victimology
point where hidden victims
become visible. Students,
frequently silenced by stigma or
system competitiven
seldom heard as rights holders
when it comes to mental health.
Placing psychological integrity in
Article 21 means that the Court has
opened up room for these victims
to be heard and safeguarded. It
leaves the door ajar for restorative
measures - counselling, reform in
institutions, mechanisms of
accountability that go beyond
retribution to prevention.

‘The way the judgment has been
received by mental health activists
and professionals highlights its
revolutionary potential. But along
with optimism there must be

caution. Powerful ud |
pronouncements
themselves, uproot esbiined
cultural and institutional norms.
challenge is whether schools,
universities, and State
governments will meaningfully
apply the guidelines, invest in
resources, and train personnel to
deliver real mental health care.

Ultimately, Sukdeb Saha
represents a convergence of law,
criminology and victimology. It
recognises that harm can be
produced not just by individuals
butalso h, institutions and
systems. It ackn h
students, e reaten 2 pa
subjects of education, are rights
holders whose mental well-being
deserves constitutional protection.
And, it challenges society to
confront an uncomfortable truth ~
that neglect, indifference and
structural pressures can be as
deadly as acts of direct violence.
In affirming that the right to life
must include a healthy mind, the
Court has given voice toa
generation of students who have
100 often been silenced by despair.
Whether this voice translates into
meaningful change will determine
whether the judgment remains a

eacon of hope or a misse

opportunity.

India gets licence to
scour Indian Ocean
for precious metals

acob Koshy
COPENHAGEN

India has bagged an explo-
ration contract from the In-
ternational Seabed Author-
ity (ISA) to look for a class
of precious metals in the
northwest Indian Ocean.
This is the first licence
granted globally for explor-
ing polymetallic sulphur
nodules in the Carlsberg
Ridge, M. Ravichandran,
Secretary, Ministry of
ciences, told The

lhc agreement with the
Jamaica-based ISA was
signed in Delhi on Monday,
he added.

These nodules are con-
centrations of rock found
in the deep ocean and said
to be rich in manganese,
cobalt, nickel, and copper.

The Carlsberg Ridge is a
3,00,000-sq.km  stretch
that lies in the Indian
Ocean, specifically in the
Arabian Sea and northwest
Indian Ocean. It forms the
boundary between the In-
dian and Arabian tectonic
plates, extending from
near Rodrigues Island to
the Owen fracture zone.

For exploration in areas
part of the ‘high seas’ or
part of the ocean that is so
far away from any country,
that it is not part of their
territories, countries must

obtain permission from
the ISA. Currently, 19 coun-
tries have such exploration
rights.

India too had applied in
January 2024 for explora-
tion rights in two regions
of the Indian Ocean. While
one in the Carlsberg Ridge
has been granted, the se-
cond - the Afanasy-Nikitin
Sea (ANS) mount - is yet to
be approved. The ANS is
located in the Central In-
dian Ocean, and the ter
tory has been claimed by
Sri Lanka for exploration
rights. While countries can
claim up to 350 nautical
miles from their coasts as
their ‘continental shelf’,
those in the Bay of Bengal
can, in theory, claim up to
500 nautical miles as per
the United Nations Con-
vention on the Laws of the
Sea (UNCLOS).

Earlier exploration
Previously, India had ob-
tained such exploratory
rights from the ISA in the
Central Indian Ocean Ba-
sin. The first was signed in
March 2002 and is set to
expire on March 24, 2027,
after two extensions. The
second was for polymetal-
lic sulphides in the Indian
Ocean Ridge. It was signed
on September 26, 2016,
with validity till September
20;

L 9560300770 @ww.tathastuics.com @supporﬁa) athastuics.com

HEAD OFFICE: 53/1, UPPER GROUND FLOOR, BADA BAZAR ROAD
OLD RAJINDER NAGAR, NEW DELHI-110060

(C))



SC dismisses plea to extend POSH Act to women in politics

SC dismisses plea to
extend POSH Act to
women in politics

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said agreeing with
a plea to bring women pol-
itical workers within the
ambit of protection of the
Sexual Harassment of Wo-
men at Workplace (Preven-
tion, Prohibition and Re-
dressal) Act, 2013 or POSH
Act would “open a Pando-
ra’s box”. Dismissing the
plea, a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai questioned the sub-
missions made on behalf of

petitioner-advocate M.G.
Yogamaya by senior advo-
cate Shobha Gupta and ad-
vocate Sriram Parakkat
that political parties came
within the definition of
‘employer’.

The plea had contended
that there was no rational
or intelligible differentia to
exclude women in politics
from protections available
in other professions. It had
said the definitions of
‘workplace’ and ‘em-
ployer’ under the Act must
be expanded to include the
political spectrum.
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