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	● EC kicks off SIR 2.0 in 12 States and U.T.s
	● Justice Kant, part of key verdicts, to become next CJI
	● Cyclone Montha
	● Big Tech’s contempt for Indian public health
	● North-South carbon market cooperation
	● CIC appointments in ‘two or three’ weeks, Centre tells top court

SIR 2.0 in 12 States and U.T.s

What is the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)? 

	● The Election Commission of India (ECI) has started a Special Intensive Revision to update voter 
lists completely from scratch. 

	● It ensures every eligible citizen (18 years or older) is correctly listed as a voter, as provided under 
Articles 324 and 326 of the Constitution and the Representation of the People Act, 1950.

Why is SIR being done? 

	● Under Section 21 of the RP Act, the ECI can revise voter lists anytime if needed. 
	● The ECI said the SIR is necessary because, in the last 20 years, rapid urbanisation and migration 

have caused many changes — with large-scale additions and deletions in voter records.
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Pros and Cons of the SIR?

1.	 Exclusion of Aadhaar as a document for registration.
	● Aadhaar is a proof of residence and not of citizenship. Hence, in line with the constitutional 

requirements, Aadhaar has been excluded as a valid document.
	● On the other hand,  Aadhaar has become an omnibus identity card for all sections of the society, 

especially the under privileged who may not possess any other documents. 

2.	 Exclusion of migrants from the electoral roll
	● The RP Act provides that only ‘ordinarily residents’ should be included in the electoral roll of a 

constituency. Migrants who have moved away for long periods of time on account of education or 
employment would be included in the electoral roll of their current residence as per provisions of 
the RP Act.

	● On the other hand, The RP Act provides that ‘persons temporarily absent’ do not cease to be ‘ordinarily 
resident’.Many migrant workers shift to other places within the state or outside the state but return 
at regular intervals to their place of birth and upbringing.
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Cyclone Montha

Cyclone Montha is expected to hit the Andhra Pradesh coast (near Kakinada) on Tuesday evening or 
night as a severe cyclonic storm with strong winds of 90–110 km/h.The IMD has issued a red alert for 16 
districts because very heavy rain is likely.
The cyclone is currently over the Bay of Bengal, moving toward Andhra Pradesh, and is expected to get 
stronger.

Cyclone Montha

The cyclonic storm will be identified as Cyclone “Montha”, named by Thailand.The states of Odisha and 
Andhra Pradesh are expected to be in the direct line of the cyclone’s movement. The latest cyclone is expected 
to cross the coast of Andhra Pradesh later in the day.
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Indian public health

For nearly a century, India has struggled with fake and misleading drug advertisements — ads that promise 
miracle cures for serious diseases.

To deal with this, the Drugs and Magic Remedies Act of 1954 was created —- bans advertisements for 54 
diseases, like diabetes, even if the medicine is genuine.

But with the rise of the Internet and Big Tech companies — search engines, social media, and online shopping 
— fake medical ads have made a big comeback, especially for Ayurvedic and homeopathic products.

That’s illegal in India.

Yet, these same companies never allow such ads in the United States, because their laws are much stricter 
there.
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    Indian public health

So, why does this happen in India? 

	● First, Big Tech often ignores Indian laws, assuming enforcement is weak.
	● Second, they pretend to be intermediaries, saying they just host ads, not publish them — even 

though they take money for them.
	● Third, past violations, like in the case of sex-selection ads under the PNDT Act, went unpunished 

— giving them the confidence that nothing will happen again.
	● And lastly, U.S.-based managers are hard to prosecute or bring to Indian courts.

So, what can be done?

India needs to take a tougher stand.
	● File criminal cases against responsible managers.
	● Make India-based officers legally answerable.
	● Remove legal protection for companies that repeatedly break the rules.
	● And create new regulatory laws, like the U.S. did with TikTok, to ensure Big Tech follows Indian 

laws and protects public health.

North-South carbon market cooperation

On September 17, 2025, India and the European Union announced a new Strategic Agenda — a big 
plan to deepen cooperation across five areas: prosperity and sustainability, technology and innovation, 
security and defence, connectivity and global issues, and a few cross-cutting enablers.
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Now, a major development has happened — the EU plans to link India’s Carbon Market with its own Carbon 
Border Adjustment Mechanism, or CBAM.

In simple words, this means: when Indian exporters pay a carbon price at home, that amount will be deducted 
from the extra carbon tax they would otherwise pay at the EU border.

But, there’s a catch.

India’s carbon market, officially called the Carbon Credit Trading Scheme, is still very new and not as 
strong as the EU’s system.
While the EU’s market has been running for nearly 20 years with strict caps, clear rules, and independent checks, 
India’s version is still evolving — based more on project-based offsets than actual emission limits.
Also, the carbon price in India is just around 5 to 10 euros per tonne, compared to 60 to 80 euros in Europe. 
That huge difference means the EU might not accept India’s credits as equivalent — and Indian exporters could 
still end up paying both the Indian fee and the EU’s full carbon levy.
There’s another challenge — politics.
India and many other developing nations have long argued that CBAM is unfair and protectionist. So linking 
the two systems might look like India is accepting a policy it had previously opposed. And if the EU later says 
India’s carbon price is “too low,” it could create disputes or even strain diplomatic ties.

Despite these challenges, if the linkage works, it could be groundbreaking — shielding Indian exporters, boosting 
clean technology, and setting a new example for North–South climate cooperation.

But for that to happen, India needs to strengthen its carbon market structure and pricing, while the EU 
must offer support and flexibility.If both sides don’t move carefully, this breakthrough could remain just a promise 
on paper — and Indian exporters may still end up paying the price at the border.

CIC appointments

The Central Information Commission (CIC) currently has no Chief and only two members out of the total ten 
sanctioned posts. The Central government told the Supreme Court that these vacancies will be filled in two 
to three weeks.

However, RTI activists, represented by Prashant Bhushan, argued that the government is being non-transparent 
in the appointment process — saying that names are suddenly announced without any openness.

They also pointed out that over 30,000 RTI appeals are pending and that delaying appointments is like “slowly 
choking” the RTI system.

The CIC acts as the watchdog of transparency in India, ensuring that the RTI Act works in practice and that 
citizens’ right to know is protected against bureaucratic secrecy.
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