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The Hindu Analysis- 13th November 2025

Topics Covered
	● Retail inflation hits a historic low of 0.25% in October
	● UMEED portal
	● Inter-State rivalry that is fuelling India’s growth
	● Tuberculosis incidence falling in India by 21% a year: WHO report

Retail inflation
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Retail inflation dropped sharply to 0.25% in October 2025, the lowest since 2012. The government  says this 
fall is due to GST rate cuts, a favourable base effect, and lower food prices (especially vegetables, fruits, 
oils, and cereals).
However, economists say the drop is mostly because of the base effect — last year, food inflation was very 
high (9.7%), making this year’s prices look lower in comparison.

	● Food & beverages: prices fell by 3.7%.
	● Housing inflation: slightly up to 3%.
	● Clothing & footwear: down to 1.7% (helped by GST cuts).
	● Miscellaneous items: inflation rose to 5.7%.

In short: Inflation seems low mainly due to last year’s high prices, not a real price drop.
Retail inflation means the rise in the prices of goods and services that households buy for daily use — 
like food, clothes, housing, fuel, etc. It shows how much more expensive things have become for the average 
consumer.
It is measured in India using the Consumer Price Index (CPI), which tracks the changes in prices of a fixed 
basket of essential items.

UMEED portal

UMEED Portal stands for “Unified Management, Evaluation and Empowerment of Waqf Data.”
It is a centralised online platform launched by the Ministry of Minority Affairs, Government of India to 
ensure better digitisation, management, and monitoring of waqf properties across the country.
Key Features:

	● Digitisation of Waqf records: Helps create a digital database of all Waqf properties in India.
	● Transparency: Aims to prevent misuse or encroachment of Waqf lands.
	● Monitoring: Allows the Central Waqf Council and State Waqf Boards to track property use, income, 

and development.
	● Maker system: Each property’s details are uploaded by trained personnel called makers (often 

mutawallis).
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Inter-State rivalry that is fuelling India’s growth

Google has decided to set up its biggest AI data centre outside the U.S. in Andhra Pradesh, which created 
excitement and political reactions in nearby States like Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. But beyond politics, this 
shows a positive trend — healthy competition among Indian States to attract investments.
Earlier, before 1991, the Central government controlled most investments, and States had to depend on 
Delhi’s approval. After the 1991 economic reforms, States got more freedom to attract industries. Now, they 
compete by offering better infrastructure, skilled workers, stable policies, and ease of doing business 
instead of just waiting for central help.
This trend, called “competitive federalism,” is similar to what happens in countries like the U.S., Germany, 
and Australia, where local governments compete to bring in jobs and industries.
However, experts warn that competition should not turn into a “race to the bottom” by  giving too many 
subsidies or free land. Instead, States should focus on good governance, reliability, and innovation.
Overall, this new competition is making Indian States stronger and helping the country grow, as every 
State’s success adds to India’s economic progress.
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Tuberculosis falling in India

According to the WHO Global TB Report 2025, India has made major progress in fighting tuberculosis 
(TB).

	● TB incidence (new cases each year) fell by 21% — from 237 cases per lakh people in 2015 to 187 
per lakh in 2024 — which is almost double the global rate of decline (12%).

	● Treatment coverage improved sharply — from 53% in 2015 to 92% in 2024, thanks to new 
technologies, decentralised services, and community participation.

	● “Missing cases” (people with TB not reported or treated) dropped from 15 lakh in 2015 to less than 
1 lakh in 2024.
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	● Treatment success rate under the TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan reached 90%, higher than the global 
average of 88%.

	● TB deaths (mortality rate) also declined — from 28 per lakh in 2015 to 21 per lakh in 2024.
	● Since its launch in December 2024, the TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan has screened over 19 crore 

people and detected 24.5 lakh TB patients, including many asymptomatic cases.
Overall: India is showing one of the fastest declines in TB cases in the world, with stronger detection, 
better treatment, and fewer deaths


