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The Hindu Analysis- 14th November 2025

	● India’s carbon emission rise slower this year, says report

	● Donald Trump shakes up the global nuclear order

	● SC bats for protection of pristine sal forest in Jharkhand’s Saranda

	● India, Nepal ink pact to step up trade ties

India’s carbon emission rise slower this year, says report

According to Global Carbon Project:
India’s carbon emissions in 2025 went up, but the increase was much smaller than last year.
This year, India’s emissions are expected to rise by 1.4%, compared to a 4% rise in 2024.
This slower growth happened because renewable energy increased and a good monsoon reduced electricity 
demand, especially for cooling.
Globally, carbon emissions are expected to reach 38 billion tonnes, rising by 1.1%.
China’s emissions are rising slowly (0.4%), while the U.S. (1.9%) and EU (0.4%) are seeing higher increases.

	● India is the third largest emitter (after China and the U.S.) with 3.2 billion tonnes of emissions in 
2024, but its per capita emissions are low (2.2 tonnes per person).

	● Worldwide, emissions from coal, oil, and gas continue to rise slightly. Loss of forests adds about 4 
billion tonnes per year, but re-growing forests remove only half of that.

	● Scientists warn that the remaining carbon budget to keep global warming below 1.5°C is almost 
finished. At current emission levels, it will run out within four years (by 2030). This means staying 
below 1.5°C warming is now almost impossible unless emissions drop sharply.

These findings come as global leaders meet in Brazil to discuss reducing fossil fuel use and dealing with 
climate impacts.

Donald Trump shakes up the global nuclear order

	● The world has not used nuclear weapons for 80 years, and global nuclear arsenals have reduced 
from 65,000 (1970s) to 12,500 today. Only 9 countries have nuclear weapons.

	● Despite this progress, the global nuclear order is weakening.

Nuclear Weapon States: United States, Russia, United Kingdom,France,China,India,Pakistan,Israel 
(undeclared but widely accepted), North Korea
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Trump’s Announcement
	● In Oct 2025, Donald Trump said the U.S. will resume nuclear testing because Russia and China 

are “testing”.
	● It is unclear whether he meant explosive nuclear tests or weapons system tests. 
	● U.S. officials later said these are non-explosive system tests, but intentions remain unclear.
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Global Nuclear Developments
	● Russia, China, and the U.S. are all developing new advanced nuclear weapons (hypersonics, cruise 

missiles, underwater systems).

	● No country has conducted explosive nuclear tests since the 1990s (U.S. last in 1992, Russia in 
1990).

CTBT (Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty) Issues
	● CTBT bans nuclear explosions but has never come into force.

	● Many key countries (U.S., China, Israel, Iran, Egypt) have not ratified it; India, Pakistan, N. Korea 
have not signed.

	● Treaty bans “explosive tests”, but allows zero-yield (non-explosive) tests, which major powers use.

	● Geopolitical tensions make CTBT’s future very bleak.

Why resuming tests is dangerous
	● If the U.S. resumes explosive testing:

	◆ Russia and China will follow.

	◆ India and Pakistan will also restart tests to validate advanced designs.

	◆ This will collapse the global non-proliferation system (CTBT + NPT norms).

Growing Nuclear Arms Race
	● The last U.S.-Russia arms control treaty (New START) expires in 2026 with no negotiations 

underway.

	● China is expanding its arsenal rapidly (likely 1,000 warheads by 2030).

	● New low-yield and dual-use weapons increase the risk of actual use.

	● Nuclear taboo is under threat.

Bottom Line
	● The global nuclear order is straining and may unravel.

	● Resuming nuclear explosive testing could trigger:

	◆ A new global arms race

	◆ Collapse of decades-old non-proliferation norms

	◆ Higher risk of nuclear weapon use for the first time since 1945.
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SC bats for protection of pristinesal forest in Jharkhand’s Saranda

The Supreme Court has ordered the Jharkhand government to declare 31,468.25 hectares (314 sq km) of 
the Saranda forest as a wildlife sanctuary.
 This decision aims to protect biodiversity while allowing sustainable iron ore mining in other areas.
Why is Saranda important?

	● It is one of the world’s most pristine sal forests.
	● Home to critically endangered species like the sal forest tortoise, four-horned antelope, Asian 

palm civet, and wild elephants.
	● Indigenous communities — Ho, Munda, Uraon — depend on this forest culturally and for livelihood.
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Saranda forest

Conflict
	● Saranda has 26% of India’s iron ore reserves, essential for SAIL and Tata Steel.

	● Declaring the entire area a sanctuary could affect mining and jobs.

Court’s stand
	● The State must protect biodiversity and has a legal duty to declare ecologically important areas 

as protected.

	● Since 31,468.25 hectares are not used for mining or non-forest purposes, this area must be declared 
a sanctuary.

	● The State must ensure and publicise that tribal community rights will not be harmed.
India, Nepal ink pact to step up trade ties

This extends to key transit corridors —
Kolkata-Jogbani, Kolkata-Nautanwa (Sunauli), and Visakhapatnam-Nautanwa (Sunauli), thereby 
strengthening multimodal trade connectivity between the two countries and Nepal’s trade with third countries,” 
the government said in a release.
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