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The Hindu Analysis- 15th November 2025

Topics Covered
	●  Digital Personal Data Protection Act 
	● Flexible inflation targeting
	● Great Nicobar project
	● Strait of Hormuz

Digital Personal Data Protection Act

The government has put into effect most parts of the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, 
which is a law to protect the personal data of Indians.
This law follows the Supreme Court ruling that privacy is a fundamental right. (2017 K.S. Puttaswamy v. 
Union of India judgment affirming the right to privacy.)]
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The law, passed in August 2023 in Parliament, requires firms to safeguard the digital data of citizens, with 
exemptions for the “State and its instrumentalities”, and prescribes penalties for firms that breach these 
obligations. ‘
Weakens RTI Act
Meanwhile, transparency activists have said the law weakens the Right to Information Act, 2005 by removing 
the obligation of government bodies to provide “personal information” if the public interest outweighs a public 
official’s right to privacy. 
That amendment is in force from Friday.
Some parts of the law—like appointing a Data Protection Officer— will only be mandatory for companies 
by 2026–27, especially for big tech firms.
A new Data Protection Board with four members will handle complaints and punish companies for data 
breaches.
The DPDP Act, 2023 is India’s new law that regulates how personal data of individuals is collected, stored,
processed and used by the government and private companies (including foreign companies operating in 
India).
Key Terms

	● Personal Data: Any data that can identify a person (name, phone number, Aadhaar, location, email, 
etc.)

	● Data Principal: The person whose data is being collected.
	● Data Fiduciary: The company/organisation that decides how your data will be used (e.g., WhatsApp, 

Zomato, banks).
	● Consent: Permission from the user before collecting or processing personal data.

Key Features of the Act
1. Consent-Based Data Use : clear, informed in simple, easy plain language
2. �Rights of Individuals (Data Principals): Right to Know how your data is used, Access your data, Correct 

or delete your data, Withdraw consent anytime, Nominate a person in case of death/incapacity
3. Duties of Companies (Data Fiduciaries): They must:

	● Use data only for the purpose it was collected
	● Keep data secure
	● Delete data when it is no longer needed
	● Report data breaches to the government and users
	● Maintain accuracy of data

4. Stronger protection for users below 18 years
5. Large platforms handling sensitive data (e.g., big tech companies) may be designated as SDFs.
 They must follow extra rules, such as:
● Appointing a Data Protection Officer (DPO)
Cross-Border Data Transfer

	● India may allow transfer of data to specific trusted countries notified by the government.
	● No blanket ban, more flexible than earlier draft laws.
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Flexible inflation targeting

India’s current Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) system — keeping inflation at 4% ± 2% — ends in March 
2026, and the RBI is reviewing it. The RBI’s discussion paper raises key questions like whether we should 
target headline inflation (overall inflation) or core inflation (excluding food), what the ideal inflation level 
should be, and whether the current inflation band should change.

	● Headline inflation should be targeted because food inflation also affects the general price level 
when overall money supply is rising.

High inflation harms the poor, reduces savings, and misguides investments, so keeping inflation low is 
crucial.
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Looking at India’s data, economists find that economic growth starts to fall when inflation goes above 4%. So 
the acceptable inflation level should remain around 4% and not be increased.
The current band of 4% ± 2% (i.e., 2%–6%) gives enough flexibility, but the RBI should not remain near the 
upper limit for too long because inflation above 6% reduces growth sharply.
India must strictly follow both the Fiscal Responsibility laws (FRBM) and inflation targeting, because 
weak discipline in one will destabilize the other.
(Fiscal Responsibility laws are rules made by the government to control its borrowing, reduce fiscal 
deficit, manage debt and ensure responsible use of public money.)

	● As per the original Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 2003 (FRBM Act):
	● The Central Government was required to limit the fiscal deficit to 3% of GDP by 31 March 2021.
	● The target was not met, and in subsequent years the government adopted a more flexible path aiming 

for below 4.5% of GDP by FY 2025-26.
Great Nicobar project
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The Centre has admitted before the NGT that the Great Nicobar mega project will significantly impact 
the island’s biodiversity — including 20,000+ coral colonies, Nicobar megapode nesting mounds, and 
leatherback turtle nesting beaches.
Despite knowing this, the Environment Ministry defends the project by highlighting long-term mitigation 
plans (till 2052), but this hides:
1. The Ministry’s role in allowing the harmful project, and 
2. Its failure to prioritise conservation, which is its primary mandate.
Two major contradictions expose this:
1. �In 2021, the National Board for Wildlife denotified the Galathea Bay Wildlife Sanctuary, which was 

originally meant to protect exactly the species now endangered by the project.
2. �Galathea Bay clearly qualifies as CRZ-1A (Coastal Regulation Zone- highest protection zone), where 

ports are prohibited — yet the Ministry claims it is CRZ-1B, allowing construction.
The NGT in 2023 acknowledged the presence of over 20,668 coral colonies and said this area was indeed 
CRZ-1A.
But a confidential report later claimed nothing falls under CRZ-1A — a conclusion not made public and based 
on circular logic.
The Forest Department’s own data show 600 leatherback turtle nests in 2024, proving Galathea Bay is still 
ecologically rich and should remain CRZ-1A.

Strait of Hormuz

Iran seized a Marshall Islands-flagged oil tanker as it travelled through the narrow Strait of Hormuz on Friday, 
a U.S. official said, turning the ship into Iranian territorial waters in the first-such interdiction in months in the
strategic waterway.
Iran did not immediately acknowledge the seizure, though it comes as Tehran has been increasingly warning 
it can strike back after facing a 12-day war in June with Israel that saw the U.S. strike Iranian nuclear sites.
The ship, the Talara, was travelling from Ajman, UAE, onward to Singapore when Iranian forces intercepted 
it, said the official.
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Strategic importance of the Strait of Hormuz
	● One of the world’s most crucial oil chokepoints.
	● Control over this waterway gives Iran the ability to exert pressure during crises.
	● Nearly 20% of global petroleum and one-third of LNG trade passes through it.
	● Essential route for exports from Saudi Arabia, UAE, Kuwait, Iraq, Qatar, and Iran.


