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The Hindu Analysis- 20th November 2025
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India’s Russian oil cuts predate U.S. tariffs: data

India’s imports of Russian oil fell sharply in September 
2025, but this drop is not mainly because of the new 
50% U.S. tariffs.
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2021–22

Russia’s Share
1.6%
2%

Data shows that India had already started reducing 
Russian oil imports for many months before the tariffs 
came in.

2022–23
2023–24

19%
33.4%

The government believed that India had become too 
dependent on Russia and was working on a plan to 
diversify its oil sources.
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Diversified imports
Russia’s war in Ukraine, the resultant sanctions on it by the U.S. and Europe, and the discounts it provided 
India resulted in a significant shift in India’s oil import basket for a few years after the war started, with an 
increasing dependence on Russia.
Some of that is now reversing itself as India has started shifting away from Russian oil. 
In 2021-22, the U.S. accounted for 9.2% of India’s oil imports and the UAE accounted for 12.4%. This was 
when Russia accounted for only 2% of India’s oil imports. 
By 2024-25, Russia accounted for 35.1% of India’s oil, while the shares of the U.S. and the UAE had fallen 
to 4.6% and 9.7%, respectively.
Why Was India Reducing Russian Oil Already?
Strategic Interpretation
India wants to avoid:

	● Overreliance on one supplier
	● Geopolitical vulnerability
	● Future sanction-related supply shocks
	● Diplomatic imbalance

This aligns with India’s long-term policy of energy diversification and strategic autonomy.
Overall Assessment

	● India is deliberately diversifying its oil imports to reduce risks, balance suppliers, and keep prices stable.
	● U.S. tariffs may have sped up the trend, but India had already begun reducing reliance on Russia.
	● India maintains strategic autonomy, avoiding the appearance of bowing to U.S. pressure or 

alienating Russia.
	● This reflects a more mature energy diplomacy, where India balances major powers and makes 

independent, pragmatic decisions.
Commission for Air Quality Management
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The Supreme Court has allowed the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) to take any proactive 
steps needed to reduce Delhi-NCR’s severe air pollution.
Comission suggested adding tougher restrictions from GRAP Stage IV—like work-from-home and 50% 
office attendance—into the current Stage III itself.
GRAP Stage IV (Severe+ / Emergency Category)
Stage IV is the highest level of the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) for Delhi-NCR.
Activated when air quality reaches Severe+ (AQI > 450) or when pollution is expected to rise to emergency 
levels
The Court agreed but said CAQM should consult all stakeholders before acting. It also asked CAQM to 
examine issues such as:

	● Whether BS-III vehicles should be exempt from earlier protection orders.(BS-III vehicles = older, 
more polluting vehicles with outdated emission standards.)-

BS-VI: Latest and much stricter standard (from April 2020)
	● Whether staggered office timings should start earlier under Stage II.

	● Whether schools should stop holding sports events in November–December, as this exposes 
children to highly polluted air.

The Commission for Air Quality Management is a statutory authority created by the Government 
of India to monitor, control, and improve air quality in the National Capital Region (NCR) and its 
adjoining states.
It was set up under the CAQM Act, 2021.
Key Powers and Functions:
1. Makes and enforces rules to control air pollution
2. Coordinates all pollution-control agencies
3.Can ban or regulate polluting activities
4. Has powers similar to civil courts

Recognise the critical role of the childcare worker

The UN has declared October 29 as International Day of Care and Support to highlight the importance 
of unpaid care work, most of which is done by women and girls and is often ignored and undervalued.
India has a long history of childcare efforts, and a major turning point was the launch of ICDS in 1975, 
which now runs 14 lakh Anganwadi centres.
These centres reach millions of children but childcare workers remain underpaid, undervalued, and 
poorly trained, despite their crucial role.
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Climate change, migration, and rising urbanisation have increased the need for quality childcare, especially 
for poor families.
Women still do far more unpaid care work than men, affecting child nutrition and development.
To improve childcare quality, India needs:

	● Better pay and working conditions for workers
	● More investment in childcare infrastructure
	● Stronger training
	● Policies that match global standards (like Scandinavia)

Post-facto environmental clearances

The Supreme Court has reversed its May 2025 order that completely stopped post-facto environmental 
clearances (approvals given after a project has already begun).
India’s environmental laws — the Environment Protection Act and EIA rules of 1994 and 2006 — clearly 
require “Environmental Clearances-EC first”, meaning projects must get approval before starting.
Earlier judgments like Common Cause (2017) and Alembic (2020) also said post-facto clearances are not 
allowed.
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However, post-facto clearances cannot replace the purpose of EIA, which is to assess environmental impact 
before damage happens. Such clearances only allow punishment, mitigation, or closure, making them a poor 
fit with India’s environmental law framework.
The Court was also concerned about discrimination: earlier, the Vanashakti judgment struck down the 2017 
notification enabling post-facto ECs but allowed older post-facto approvals to remain. The majority felt this 
was unfair.
Finally, even if the Court has opened the door slightly, post-facto clearances must remain rare, because they 
conflict with the whole logic of environmental protection. Any fairness issues should be solved by tightening 
old clearances, not by making post-facto approvals normal.

Reset with Riyadh

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) visited the White House.
This visit officially ended the short period of tension between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia.
Why were relations bad earlier?

	● In 2018, Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi was murdered in the Saudi consulate in 
Turkey.

	● U.S. intelligence said MBS ordered the killing.
	● Joe Biden had promised to punish MBS for this.

Trump defended MBS and said:
	● MBS “knew nothing” about the killing.
	● He will sell Saudi Arabia tanks, F-35 fighter jets, and give access to advanced 

American computer chips.
	● Saudi wants these chips to build huge data centres and become a tech powerhouse.



(6)

Why does the U.S. care so much about Saudi Arabia?
Because the relationship is built on:

	● Oil & energy cooperation
	● Geopolitical interests (countering Iran, stability in West Asia)

Where does Israel fit into this?
1. Israel is America’s closest ally in the region.
2. The U.S. wanted Saudi Arabia to join the Abraham Accords (normalising relations with Israel).
Saudi Arabia was close to agreeing in 2023.
But after the Oct 7 Hamas attack and the Gaza war, Saudi paused talks.
Saudi Arabia now says:
It will recognise Israel only if there is a real and time-bound plan for a two-state solution (creating a
Palestinian state).
Israel doesn’t agree with this.
Trump’s new strategy:
● He is strengthening U.S.–Saudi ties without forcing Saudi Arabia to recognise Israel immediately.
● This is called de-hyphenation — treating Saudi Arabia separately from the Abraham Accords.


