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The Hindu Analysis- 21st November 2025

Topics Covered
	● Judiciary cannot tie President, Governor to timelines, says SC
	● Fourteen questions and court’s responses
	● Guru Teg Bahadur and Gatka
	● India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course
	● Indian-born cheetah Mukhi gives birth to five cubs
	● Why are stone quarries expanding in Kerala?

Judiciary cannot tie President, Governor to timelines, says SC

A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court said on Thursday that courts cannot force Governors or the 
President to follow a fixed timeline to approve or reject State laws. Courts also cannot assume that a Bill 
is automatically approved just because a time limit (set by the court) has ended.
The judges said this would amount to taking over the powers of the Governor or President, which goes 
against the Constitution and the separation of powers between different branches of government. 
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No unlimited delay either
At the same time, the court also said that Governors and the President cannot delay Bills forever. They 
cannot keep Bills pending for months or years without taking any action. 
This Presidential Reference (a set of questions sent by the President to the Supreme Court under Article 143) 
came just a month after the Court’s two-judge Bench fixed a three-month time limit for Governors and the 
President to act on State Bills in the Tamil Nadu case.
Reply to States’ objection
Tamil Nadu and Kerala argued that this Reference was just a way to “appeal” against the earlier judgment.
But the Supreme Court said it is free to answer general legal questions when the President asks for clarification.
Why this Presidential Reference is special?
The 14 questions asked by the President were about how Governors, State legislatures, and the President 
interact in day-to-day functioning.
 The Court said it has a duty to clarify constitutional issues when asked by the President.
What a Governor can actually do
Under Article 200, a Governor has three choices when a State Bill is sent to him: 
1. Give assent (approve it).
2. Send the Bill to the President for approval.
3. Return the Bill to the State legislature with comments (if it is not a Money Bill).
A Governor cannot simply sit on a Bill without sending it back to the Assembly with reasons.
The Court said allowing a Governor to withhold a Bill without explanation would hurt federalism and reduce 
the powers of State legislatures.
When courts can intervene
The Supreme Court cannot examine why a Governor made a decision.
But if the Governor shows very long, unexplained, and indefinite inaction, the court can order him to act 
within a reasonable time.



(3)

However, the Governor cannot be personally called to court, because Article 361 gives him complete 
immunity from court proceedings.
The Court also clarified that courts cannot review the contents or merits of State Bills.

Guru Teg Bahadur

A religious procession is a public march held by the Sikh community to mark an important event.
 It usually includes:

	● Devotees walking together
	● Singing hymns (kirtan)
	● Gatka performances
	● Display of Sikh symbols and flags (Nishan Sahib)
	● Sometimes a palki carrying the
	● Guru Granth Sahib (holy scripture)
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Gatka

Gatka is a traditional Sikh martial art that includes:
	● It is a style of stick fighting where wooden sticks (Soti) are used 

to simulate swords. Shields (called farri) are also used to block 
attacks.

	● Gatka is rooted in the Sikh philosophy of Miri-Piri, which 
balances temporal and spiritual power

Miri-Piri is a core Sikh principle that means balancing spiritual life and 
worldly responsibility.

	● Piri = Spiritual authority — devotion, moral values, inner strength, 
meditation on God.

	● Miri = Temporal authority — worldly duties, justice, defence, 
leadership, social responsibility.

Gatka is not just for self-defence — it is also performed during religious 
processions as a display of faith, courage, and Sikh martial heritage.

Guru Teg Bahadur

The procession is held to mark 350 years since the martyrdom of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur.
He was the 9th Sikh Guru, known for:

	● Defending religious freedom
	● Standing up against Mughal emperor Aurangzeb’s forced conversions

His martyrdom (1675): Aurangzeb ordered his execution in Delhi when he 
refused to convert to Islam.
 His sacrifice is remembered as:

	● A symbol of human rights
	● The defence of freedom of belief
	● Moral courage

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

Fisheries and aquaculture are growing very fast in India.

They give people jobs, provide nutritious food, and help in exports.

India has increased fish production through better technology, government support, and modern 

farming methods.

But the sector still faces big problems like overfishing, polluted water, damaged habitats, and climate 

change.

Small fishers often lack money, technology, and good markets. Poor storage and weak traceability 

also harm food quality and export potential.
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India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising cours

On World Fisheries Day 2025, the FAO called for stronger efforts to support India’s Blue Revolution, with 
a focus on improving value addition in seafood exports.
India’s growth

	● India is second-largest aquaculture producer in the world. Fish production has increased from 
2.44 million tonnes in the 1980s to 17.54 million tonnes in 2022–23.

	● Institutions like ICAR and the Coastal Aquaculture Authority have helped with research, 
regulation, and innovation. The private sector has also invested heavily in exports.

	● Government schemes like the Blue Revolution and PM Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) 
have improved inland and coastal aquaculture, fisher safety, digital inclusion, and climate resilience. 
Important reforms include vessel tracking devices, Kisan Credit Cards, and Matsya Seva Kendras.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations:
FAO’s support
The FAO has worked with India for decades. It helped improve small-scale fishing, safety at sea, and post-
harvest storage through the Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP).
It also supported India in managing marine ecosystems, reducing illegal fishing, and protecting endangered 
species.
The FAO is now supporting a climate-resilient aquaculture project in Andhra Pradesh and helping improve 
fishing ports like Vanakbara and Jakhau to strengthen the entire value chain.
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Indian- born Cheetah

For the first time since Project Cheetah began, a cheetah born in India has now given birth to five cubs 
in Kuno National Park (Madhya Pradesh).
The cheetah is Mukhi, a female aged 33 months (almost 3 years).
 She was born in India in 2023 to a Namibian cheetah named Jwala.
This is a major breakthrough because it shows:

	● Indian-born cheetahs are healthy enough to reach adulthood
	● They are capable of breeding naturally
	● The project may now become self-sustaining

Cheetah

Current cheetah population (as per the news)
Total cheetahs in India: 32

	● 21 are Indian-born, including Mukhi’s new litter
	● 29 are in Kuno National Park
	● 3 have been shifted to Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
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Stone quarries expanding in Kerala

Kerala banned river sand mining in 2016 to protect river ecosystems, which led to a rapid rise in stone 
quarrying for M-sand as an alternative.
Scientists found that 72 quarries near protected areas expanded
massively—174% in 2016 alone, with several doubling or tripling in size.
Many quarries lie within 10 km of sensitive zones like Malabar Wildlife Sanctuary and Silent Valley, posing 
risks to biodiversity and ecological stability.


